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student who is especially interested in curriculum develop-
ment, chapters seven and eight present some challenging
reading. Chapter seven, “Quests for Purpose: Divergent
Curriculum Orientations (1945-1977)" deals with some of
the problems schools faced in trying to develop distinctive
curricula, particularly within the National Union of Chris-
tian Schools. Chapter eight, “Dealing with Curriculum
Issues: Some Examples {1945-1977)" identifies quite clearly
the direction Canadian schools took in curricular develop-
ment and its impact on “American” schools and the Na-
tional Union of Christian Schools (Christian Schools Inter-
national).

The writing style was not always as clear as | would have
liked. Several times I found myself going back to catch the

meaning of the line.

The book is very well organized. Each chapter begins
with an overview of the chapter and frequent references are
made within each chapter to material covered before as well
as to ideas which will be presented later. The material in the
book is extremely well documented. Notes at the end of
each chapter and ample bibliographic information at the
end of the book provide the reader with all the resource
material necessary.

Van Brummelen has done the Christian schools of North
America a distinct service. Education departments in our
Christian colleges would do well to include the book on
their recommended reading list if not on the required list.

The Christian and Alcoholic Beverages: A Biblical Perspective. Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. Grand
Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1986. 113 pages. $4.95. Reviewed by Glenda Droogsma,

Director of Personal Counseling,.

Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., begins his discussion of a proper
Christian  attitude regarding alcoholic beverages by
establishing the Bible as his starting point and supreme
standard for defining Christian ethics. He introduces his
topic by outlining three commonly held Christian views: (1)
Prohibitionist—alcohol consumption is forbidden in Scrip-
ture as a matter of law. (2) Abstentionist—though alcohol
is not forbidden, the Christian should abstain as a matter of
fove. (3) Moderationist—consumption is permissible if
moderate and circumspect. Gentry states that his purpose is
not to change the reader’s consumption, but to study what
Scripture teaches about alcoholic beverages and to develop
a Christian ethical standard. It is obvious in this first
chapter that Gentry's own research concluded with the
moderationist’s view as a proper Christian perspective.

In the remaining two chapters Gentry develops his
arguments against the prohibitionist and abstentionist
views. He first summarizes the prohibitionist's view of
Scripture’s complete condemnation of alcohol abuse.
Following this he discusses Old and New Testament
references to wine and analyzes various Hebrew and Greek
terms. Demonstrating that the wine used in Biblical time
did contain alcohol, Gentry refutes the prohibitionist’'s
arguments that all positive Biblical statements about “wine”
refer to non-alcoholic grape juice. This discussion opposing
the prohibitionist's view is convincing and biblically sup-
ported.

In his argument against the abstentionist view, Gentry
studies the Bible's teaching on Christian liberty with a
verse-by-verse analysis of Romans 14. Gentry’s most
valuable point in this section is his summary of Paul’s
teaching to the “weak’” and “strong” believer. To the weak:

“If the weak one does so {criticizes or judges the strong), he
is censoring one who is fully accepted by God in the
matter.” To the strong: “Paul expresses strong emphasis, as
if to say You must truly and fully receive the weak into
your fellowship!” The openness of their reception is further
seen in that the strong are not to receive them ‘for the pur-
pose of passing judgment’ on their weak opinions” (74-75).
Gentry emphasizes that the Christian response, no matter
what position one holds, should be mutual concern and
edification. Gentry's conclusions regarding Christian liber-
ty are less conclusive against the abstentionist position and
left me with questions.

The weakest section of Gentry's book is his discussion of
the “potential alcoholic” in the first appendix. I found it too
brief and superficial for the importance of the topic to
Christians. His knowledge of alcoholism is limited and ig-
nores significant current research on chemical addiction.

After reading Gentry's introductory chapter, I was eager
to read a book that addressed the topic by beginning from
Scripture rather than by beginning with a position and us-
ing Scripture to prove it. Even though I was pleased with
his extensive use of Scripture, I felt he did not always live
up to his promise to begin with Scripture. Many statements
seem directed at counteracting previous alternative inter-
pretations of the Scripture passages. Gentry repeatedly
refers to other writers, and without a minimal knowledge of
the literature, readers will find his discussion at times con-
fusing.

However, in spite of its weaknesses, this book works
from a biblical foundation to defend the moderationist’s
position and would be valuable to Christians evaluating
their own attitudes on alcoholic beverages.

The Subversion of Christianity. Jacques Ellul. Grand Rapids, Michigan: William Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1986. 212 pages. $9.95. Reviewed by Nick R. Van Til, Professor of

Philosophy Emeritus,

This is the fortieth book by Jacques Ellul, recently retired
from his position as Professor of Law and the Sociology

and History of Institutions at the University of Bordeaux,
France. More than half are available in English with his The
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