Pro Rege

Volume 31

Number 2 Fine Arts Issue 2002 Article 6

December 2002

Mother

Lorna Van Gilst
Dordt College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/pro_rege

b Part of the Creative Writing Commons

Recommended Citation

Van Gilst, Lorna (2002) "Mother," Pro Rege: Vol. 31: No. 2, 18.
Available at: https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/pro_rege/vol31/iss2/6

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by the University Publications at Dordt Digital Collections. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Pro Rege by an authorized administrator of Dordt Digital Collections. For more
information, please contact ingrid. mulder@dordt.edu.


http://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/pro_rege/
http://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/pro_rege/
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/pro_rege/vol31
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/pro_rege/vol31/iss2
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/pro_rege/vol31/iss2/6
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/pro_rege?utm_source=digitalcollections.dordt.edu%2Fpro_rege%2Fvol31%2Fiss2%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=digitalcollections.dordt.edu%2Fpro_rege%2Fvol31%2Fiss2%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/pro_rege/vol31/iss2/6?utm_source=digitalcollections.dordt.edu%2Fpro_rege%2Fvol31%2Fiss2%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ingrid.mulder@dordt.edu

18

Mother

Lorna Van Gilst

You were not there today
when I stopped in to visit.
No, that gaunt woman

with the twitchy arms
purpled with random bruises,
fidgeting to find a settled spot
on the edge of the bed—

that was not you.

But it was your room,
and I had come

three hundred miles

to visit you, .

And so I sat beside that woman
on the bed,

rubbed her knees,

ran my fingers through
her steel-wool hair,
caressed her back,

then pressed my forehead

into the soft sweet hollow neckplace
of my mother—

and then you kissed me

with your mother love.
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