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Lent: They Put the Cross on Him
Abstract

"Perhaps Lent is a season of opportunity. A season in which we could, like Simon, be 'pulled' from the crowd
and reminded of the sacrifice of the cross."
Posting about Simon of Cyrene carrying Jesus' cross from In All Things - an online hub committed to the claim
that the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ has implications for the entire world.
http://inallthings.org/lent-they-put-the-cross-on-him/
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In All Things is a publication of the Andreas Center for Reformed Scholarship and Service at Dordt College.

This blog post is available at Digital Collections @ Dordt: http://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/faculty_work/363

Lent: They Put the Cross on Him
inallthings.org /lent-they-put-the-cross-on-him/
Teresa Ter Haar
This is post #6 of 8 in the series “Lenten Reflections”

As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in
from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. Luke
22:25

You are standing in the crowd, watching. Suddenly, someone grabs the sleeve of your robe and pulls you
out of the crowd. You stumble into the street and fall to your knees. You look up and are face to face with a
bloody man. On his back is a cross. The soldiers are yelling at you, but you can’t understand what they are
saying. Finally one pulls you up and motions to the bloody man. You realize the solider is telling you to pick
up the cross. Pick up the cross? What other choice do you have? As you grasp it, splinters catch in your
skin. Somehow you heave it on your back. Your knees creak and you wonder how you will ever make it to
the hill. The soldiers kick the bloody man into motion. As he stumbles forward a step, he glances at you.
That glance is unforgettable.
Simon is forced to carry the burden of the cross for Jesus for a time. He is unwitting, perhaps unwilling. He
follows after Jesus, knowing the fate that lies ahead. Simon will be able to put down the cross, but the
bloody man will become part of the cross. Did Simon stay and watch after he put down the cross? If he did,
was he changed by the experience?
Ironically, we who are already supposed to be “different,” changed by our knowledge of Jesus’ sacrifice at
Calvary, are all too often like Simon. We are unwitting, maybe even unwilling. We trudge through busy
lives, often too busy to remember. To set aside time and space to reflect and then act as a child of God
should.
Perhaps Lent is a season of opportunity. A season in which we could, like Simon, be “pulled” from the
crowd and reminded of the sacrifice of the cross. In many places and in many ways during Lent, we are
challenged to remember. We wear ashes, we sing, we give something up, we read of the journey Jesus
takes towards the hill. For a brief time, Simon shared the burden of the cross with Jesus. Perhaps Lent is
the season for us to share the burden too. And in sharing the burden, to realize (maybe as Simon did) that
Jesus was (and is) carrying the real burden for us the entire time. “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world.” Have mercy on us!

