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Vandals deface campus

"v.andals

.
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left live wires exposed along the
chapel's sidewalk. "

by Dan Mennega
A few weekends
ago, on -the
evening of December 2, vandals
attacked the chapel, KDCR radio
studio, and the outdoor light fixtures
on the Dordt College campus.
No
names have been released yet.
According to Dean of Students Dr.
Nicholas Kroese, the damages. were
extensive, and costly. The offenders
threw stones through the plate-glass
windows in the lower entrance lobbies
of the chapel, and, destroyed eleven
light fixtures on the walkway in front
of the chapel. They also threw stones
through three of the back doors on the
southside of the chapel, and knocked
some lights off the KDCR building.
The vandals dented one student's car
and broke the lights of the "Dordt
College" sign at the gym entrance
parking lot The estimated repair cost
is $5,500.

Due to the severity of the crime,
Dordt College staff has asked the
Sioux Center Police Department to
investigate the happenings. A group
of suspects is being interviewed at the
police station.
"People
have
been
very
cooperative--students
and staff--to
resolve the situation," says Kroese.
Open wires along the chapel's
sidewalk were potentially hazardous
to those attending a music concert the
following Sunday, but the "college's
maintenance department responded
very quickly"
to prevent
any
accidents, according to Kroese. The
police are working together with the
college, and there has been a great
deal of honesty displayed by those
involved.
This is the first incident
of
vandalism at Dordt reported this year.

Dordt policy'
needs change
by Sheryl Schuring
and Rhonda
Haagsma
»,
Dordt College has many rules and
regulations that were established for
the benefit of its students.
One of
these is the visitation policy.
There are several problems that
arise in association with this policy.
One of these appears when family
members or high school students
come to visit. It is not open hours, but
the visitors would still like to see the
rooms. Must they sit and wait for an
hour or two in the lounge which is full
of other couples who cannot enter
their rooms?
Do we want our
prospective students to view this kind
of activity that occurs in the lounges,
and associate
it with Dordt as a
Christian college? If we can allow a
father to enter the room (which by the
way is not stated in the policy but has
become an accepted part of it), what
about a cousin or a brother-in-law?
Where do we draw the line?
Another problem is that many feel
that the requirement of the door being

open is an insult to their maturity. Not
very many of the students at Dordt
College were forced to keep the door
of a room' at home open when they
entertained members of the opposite
sex.
There is also a problem involved
with the punishment system. Who
receives the fme if there is a number
of people in a room with the door
shut? Why does one Student have to
make a poster while another who
committed the same felony must write
a three page paper. Is this an equal
punishment for an equal crime?
Many students at Dordt College feel
that this policy is very restricting and
feel there is need for change. There
needs to be a clear definition
of
exactly who is permitted in a room
during non-open hours and who is not.
There also needs to be a recognition of
the fact that the students attending
college are adults, and should be
treated as such. A door being open a
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"The lounge is often the only place for couples
to rendezvous. "
crack is not a preventative rule. This
seems to be an unnecessary part of the
visitation policy.
A final need for change occurs
within the punishment system. The
student
should know what his
punishment will be if he disobeys this
rule. At the present time, the student
knows he will be referred to the
judicial board, but this means little
since the punishment from the board
can vary so much.
The present
judicial board system could allow for
prejudice
towards the friends or
enemies of the members of the judicial
board. With any other rule, you know
. the consequences of breaking the rule.

Why should the visitation policy be
any different?
The judicial board
should layout a definite punishment
for each of the various ways in which
the policy can be broken. These rules
should be published in the Defender
handbook or at least be made known
to the students.
Some students
will never be
satisfied with the visitation policy as
long as there is one. However, as a
Christian college, there needs to be
such a policy. The present policy is a
necessary
policy,
but could be
improved in several ways to become
more effective and benificial to the
students.
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It's not the 9iving ; it's the getti ng
by Teri Nikkel
PLIA, Community Outreach, and the Defenders of Life, that truly have
"Cindy, check out this Esprit shirt. Isn't it awesome? I told Luke I wanted
wonderful goals and activities. I don't want to put a damper on their successes
it for Christmas. !fhe doesn't get it for me, I'll kill him!"
in any way. But I have to admit that I get a kick out of listening to certain
Garfield, posing as Santa, decorates a pair of boxer shorts. Above the
members discuss their motivations. Group leaders are forced into advertising
sarcastic feline are the words, "It's not the giving; it's the getting."
and exploiting these characteristics of the organization to encourage students to
"Mark, you go sit on Santa's lap or he won't be bringing you that Teenage
join. Too many people join PLIA just because of the chance to go on a trip over
Mutant Ninja Turtle this Christmas."
spring break. The popularity of the Defenders of Life sky-rocketed last week.
One of those precious, heart-touching Hallmark cards for any occasion
Or was it the popularity of a thirty-dollar trip to Washington D.C. and an
says, "You don't have to get me anything fancy or expensive this Christmas ...
excuse to skip classes that lured people in? Even the Community Outreach
but if you don't, I'll make your life a living hell!"
Program inspires with the promise that the donated
Ah, the true spirit of Christmas once again
hours put into the program will look great on a
graces the halls and shops of the classic crowd"How often don't we ask
resume. Part of the reason all of this bothers me is
laden shopping mall.
As I trod the paths of the typical Christmas
ourselves, 'How little can I study ,because I have found myself almost having to bribe
students to join the Diamond staff. And, more on
shopper, endless list in hand, I was struck by the
for finals and still aet the grade I an
individual basis, how often don't we ask
attitude radiated by the entire scene. About this
want for the
ourselves, "What classes can I take so I can do the
time every year, I have this little fantasy that all
least amount of work and still pull a decent grade?
shoppers should glow with a smile as they, hum
How little can I study for finals and get the mark I
songs of Christ's birth which echo throughout the
want for the class? How muchcan I get without giving?"
building. Rather, the atmosphere seems to support the perceptions of Garfield.
" I propose that all of us at Dordt College turn our attitudes around. Whether
"It's not the giving; it's the getting."
What is really sad is that society has not only taken on this selfish sentiment we're Christmas shopping, joining a help group, registering for classes, or
studying for finals, let's be sure we're taking the right approach. I remember
at Christmas time, but has adopted it as a year-round theme. I'd like to think
learning in Sunday school to use the word JOy to get our priorities in line-that students at Dordt College, as members of a Christian institution, are living
Jesus, Others, Yourself. We should remember this fundamental schema as we
examples of those who take an opposite stand, are more giving, and are better
approach Christmas Day.
people because of it However, I've been disappointed.
It's not the getting; it's the giving.
Take a look at some of the clubs on campus. There are groups, such as

classf'"

,

Students say . • •
by Dan Mennega and Jeff De Boer

"Do you
emphasis

much
final exams?"

Sonya De Jager

Kevin Vander Hoek

Junior

Junior

"Yes, I really don't think
we should have to get so
stressed out about them.
Stress is not a good
.
motlvatcr"

"No. It's a reality. Jobs
have big projects, too. It's
good preparation for the
real world. I came from a
school where the grade .
was 50"10exam."

Barb De Jong
Junior

~'Yes! It's so hard to study
at the end of the year. I
can't deal with the
pressure--I'm anxious to
go home! And when am I
going to pack?"

Diamond
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An alternative approach
by Professor Paulo Ribeiro
The inner liberation brought about
by the biblical and reformed message
tells us that good Christians (including
Christian Reformed) may be bad
scientists, poor exegetes and silly
people. It is one of the human
weaknesses, certainly not encouraged
by the Bible, to crave for quasiinfallible authorities besides God, and
thus take up the unnecessary burden
of defending these authorities as if the
kingdom of God was at stake,
Few people are ready to bear the
full responsibility of freedom; they
either become liberals and relativists
or accept some authority besides God.
The obstacle to attaining real freedom
is that we are not content with God
alone, but want other gods besides

collegiate camouflage

of the reformation and the spirit of
true science have much in common. It
is the spirit of liberty through
submission to the divine revelation.
Science needs freedom--there is no .
elaborate system, not even a Christian
system, which takes away from us the
duty of thinking things out for
ourselves. We are called to unfold
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creation.

Before one engages in technical
discussion about the origins, one
should be well aware of the
philosophical perspective of the
problem. When short of data, we
should keep our minds open and our
mouths shut. Let us teach creation
with a cosmological view. Let us
respect each other as brothers in
Him.
Christ, and fight our common enemy.
The Christian religion bears a We do not need to worry too much
character totally different from natural about. the scientific community
religion. It is a 'faith,' a trust in the accepting our interpretation of the
reality of historical facts. Man is not origins. Whatever the scientific
the measure, but the humble recipient sophistication or biblical orthodoxy of
of truth in science as well as in our interpretation, the mainstream
religion.
scientific community will reject it.
Creation is not taking place now, so' Any form of theistic evolution or
far as can be observed. If evolution is creation is unacceptable to them. Let
taking place today, it operates too us be free to be real investigators and
slowly to be measured, and therefore appreciators of the created reality.
is outside the realm of experimental
May we say: "I am free. I am bound
science. Origins transcend science. to nobody's word, except to those
An alternative approach is necessary-- inspired by God; if I oppose these in
a cosmological (integral) view.
the least degree, I beseech God to
The purifying light of Christ should forgive my audacity of judgement, as I
penetrate into every department of have been moved not so much by
life, and into every secular activity. longing for some opinion of my own
Through unconditional surrender to as by love for the freedom of science"
God, freedom of science can be (Nathanael Carpenter, 1622).
achieved, that is, the liberation from
--Many ideas presented were
worldly and pious traditions and from directly
borrowed
from
the dictatorship of reason. The spirit ProfessorlDoctor Hooykaas.
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We've got the perfect opportunity for \:~~~~
you at Harker's, Inc. Apply today for
a 1st shift or 2nd shift SATURDAY Production position in our LeMars, Orange City,
and Sioux Center Plants.
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Can you find these hidden legal terms?
ABATE
ACT OF GOD
AGENCY
ARBITRATION
BAILMENT
CAVBATEMPTOR
CONSIDERATION
DAMAGES
DEED
DURESS
EASEMENT
ESCROW
ESTOPPEL
FELON

·SATURDAY·
Are you:
(A) Looking to earn some extra spending $$$?
(B) Going home on the weekends?
(C) Tired of being a couch potato?
(D) All of the abo".e?

.L

.'

FRANCHISE
LIEN
MARTIAL LAW
NOVATION
PATENT
PRIVITY
PROBATE
PROOF
PROXY
REMEDY
SUBPOENA
SUMMONS
TORT
TRUST
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highlighting
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Sheila Haan
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WOLFF system
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Don't worry, be happy

Survive college depression
by Tom Van Soelen
One of the most frightening things
I've experienced at Dordt is college
depression,
a.k.a.
too
much
homework.
Experts provide synonyms
for
depression such as dejection, low

spirits,

weariness,

pessimism.

despondency, and the like .:
However, Dordt students seem to
come up with many more synonyms-easier to understand,
and more
humorous. Some examples are feeling
dumpy, poopy, or icky; got the blues;
and my all-time favorite for stating the
obvious, "Are you sad?"
Bid farewell to depression and open
. up your windows (but leave the
screens in) to a revitalized campus.
'Try these tips:
Tbrow (actually set) half of your
textbooks on tbe noor, instead of on
your. desk. I found that after being in
high school, when big textbooks were
300 pages or more, the 1086 page
calculus book used in Dr. Jongsma's
Math Il2 class could cause severe
depression. Another benefit of this tip
is that you don't realize how many
books you have per course. This is
especially important in English 322

where ten books are necessary for
class.
When posed with a group study
opportunity, stop, drop, and think!
What I mean by this point is this: Are
the people that you're going to study
with easily amused?
Do they
uncontrollably
gIggle at a broken
pencil point? lf so, you should say no,
go, and tell your roommate whom you
can trust! If this study group is a calm
collage of mature individuals, they
could be an appropriate study/support
group, depending
on the subject
matter.
Always cross out events on your
calendar
that are completed,
no
matter
bow unimportant
the
activity. This little trick enables you
to see (usually at the mid-week crisis
point, hump day, Wednesday) what
you've actually accomplished for the
week. Of course, this tip has one
important drawback--you can also see
all the events not crossed out!
After a full semester of college life,
my expertise
in this area is
unquestionable. So, try Tom's Three ...
Tips and be an eternal optimist (at
least on the outside).

by Julie De Boef
"Don't worry, be happy."
This
'phrase became popular about two
years ago with Bobby Mc Ferron's
pop song "Don't Worry, Be Happy."
To me, worry seems to be one of the
most common emotions.
College
students, parents, teenagers, and even
children worry about one thing or
another.
When we worry we feel
anxious or distressed. With so many
things to worry about today, I wonder
how much of our worries are actually
worth the time and trouble. I have
heard that more worrying is usually
done than what is necessary. My life
is definitely not exempt from worries.
Worries come up and seem to just
take hold of our thoughts. They are so
hard to let go of, and it takes a lot of
effort to put them behind. I tend to
worry about what is going to happen
tomorrow or about a mistake I made
yesterday. It is hard for me to stay in
the present when I know that so much
needs to be done.
As a college
siudent,.! can relate to worrying about
events and tests which are coming up
in the future.
I can worry about
studying for a test or not being able to
study. I can worry my way through
papers, and I can worry if there is not
time to do all that needs to be done. I
can let myself worry right up to the
minute when I receive my test. Then,
if I am not prepared well enough, I
can worry myself all the way through
it.
We also worry in our social lives:
"My roommate has not said a word to
me all morning. Is she mad at me?"
"Am I going to have a date Friday
night?" Then, once a date is found,
"What are we going to do? What am I
going to wear? Does he really like me
or is he just being nice? Why hasn't
he called me?"
Parents also worry about finances,
their relationships, and their children.
They worry about things like "How
are we ever going to get this bill paid?
Why is John late from work? Where
is Jenny? She was supposed to be
home an hour ago."
These are just some examples of
how we, in our society,
worry.
Entirely too much time is spent
worrying
about things that will

,

"Come Exercise Two For One"

Credit inconsistency

Mary Boote
Certified Instructor

by Bill Vander Kooi
I would like to 'address an issue for
discussion. It relates to a change of
academic policy here at Dordt. I feel
that varsity sports and major play
participation should be awarded with a
credit. Chorale, concert choir, concert
band,
orchestra,
and
student
publications all receive a credit. Why
not award time commitment for sports
and acting?
The main change would be to credit
this participation
on a student's

Ph. (712) 439-2441
transcript. This is a more professional
representation
than
listing
participation
on a resume.
When
comparing music and communications
with sports and acting, I feel that they
all deserve equal accredation.
The
only difference is that they require
different talents granted from God.
Therefore, I want to challenge the
administration to consider this change
as well as encourage others to present
their views.

probably never happen. Most of the
things we worry about, we have no
control over anyway.
When worry takes over, it generally
takes over almost every part of our
thinking.
I can relate my own
experience to this. The past week I
have worried a lot because I have so
much to do before Friday. When I am
trying to study, I am not always able
to concentrate because I am too busy
worrying about other assignments I
have to do.
I feel relieved, but also frustrated
after the situation I worried about has
passed because things are usually
never as bad as they seem. After all
that time was spent worrying, it was
not even worth it.
Why do we worry so much? Why
can't we get it through our heads that
worrying only takes up time and
causes ulcers and other problems such
as
depression
and
nervous
breakdowns?
Because we choose to
worry. When we say "I can't" we are
usually not even trying. We need to
give ourselves self-talk to be able to
stop worrying. "I can't" is not selftalk. It is self-defeating. Sometimes,
when we worry, a perfectionistic
attitude is taken. Many times when I
worry, I am afraid that I am not going
to do well in school and my grades are
going to be less than perfect. If! work
on self-acceptance,
and tell myself
that it is okay to make mistakes, then
my level of worry begins to slowly
decrease. This does not mean that I
do not need to study, but it does make
it easier for me to concentrate on what
I am studying.
At other times our
level of worry is on things that are
beyond our control.
It is at these
times that we need to let go of our
worries and give them to someone
who can control them. That someone
is God.
If we can learn to directly deal with
our worries, then they will not seem as
overwhelming.
We can also'
concentrate more effectively when
worries are not focused upon: Life
would be a lot better if we would heed
the words of Bobby Me Ferron in his
song "Don't Worry, Be Happy."

Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30 A.M.
Sat., 9:00 AM.
Tues., Thurs., 4:30 P.M.
Mon., Tues., Wed., 6:00 P.M.

*

Flrs1 Visit Always Free

"Where keeping fit is fun"
315 1st Ave. N.E.
Sioux Center, Iowa
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Ye aide chalk talk
..

I frequently hear people ask,
"What's wrong with America's
education?" Good question.
American education is always being
compared to that of other countries.
Japan is winning the race for top
education, people claim. And when
someone mentions high school in
Europe, images of sprawling brick
academy prep school and uniformed
boys playing polo on a foggy estate
spring to my mind.
Compare that with the images you
get when you mention a public school
in the Bronx, or even the high school
you went to. Kind of different, isn't

it?
American high schools have an
image of rebellion and disorder. They
have become an institution of day care
for North America's synthetic age
group, teenagers. Just one big social
arena, complete with rowdy hallways,
vicious cliques, drugs, truancy, and
teacher abuse.
Okay, okay, enough criticism,
already. Now that the negative stuff is
taken care of, I'll be positive. Besides,
the majority of Dordt students can't
refer to the above anyway, and have I
heen privileged with an outstanding
education. Consider yourself the
exception.
Yet, in the face of all the criticism,
America as a whole can appreciate the
progress education has gained in the
last 350 years.
I'm not an education major, but due
to boredom during one of my classes,
I started flipping through someone's
textbook entitled Those Who Can,
Teach, and looked for Peanuts
comics. While I amused myself with
Schultz's cartoons, I started reading
part of the text by accident. What a
mistake. It turned out to be kind of
interesting.
Sure, Japan can boast. And
European countries can look down
their noses at educational systems
here. After all, those countries have
had centuries more than America to
develop school systems. According to
the textbook, it wasn't until 1642 that
New Englanders passed a law
requiring parents to educate their
children.
And then there are teachers.
.In just the past sixty years, the
occupation of teaching has improved
dramatically. Consider the limited

rights and expected behavior of a
teacher in the 1920's compared to the
laws teachers are protected with today.
The 1920's teacher had to sign a
contract which stated she could not
see people of the opposite sex unless it
was "necessary to stimulate Sunday
school work." In fact, female teachers
weren't even allowed to fall in love, or
become "secretly married,"
Dordt's education classes would
shrink about ninety-three percent if
such a contract were to be required
today. Nowadays, even the teacher's,
sexual preference is protected by law.
To some that's good, to others, not so
good. The point is, teachers' rights
have improved, and in that respect,
education as well.
Today, the American student has
opportunities that were not even
dreamed of half a century ago. At that
time, if your town was fortunate
enough to be on a teacher's circuit,
you would attend school for a couple
days, but then not again for another
month.
Don't worry, this isn't turning into a
story of how your grandfather had to
walk eight miles to school twice a day
and do his homework on the back of a
snow shovel. Whether or not you
appreciate your education is up to you.
But it is nice to know that even if
the American education system gets
bad-mouthed now and then, we still
have ample reason to be proud. Proud
that every person has the right to an
education. Proud that education has
improved so much in so little time.
And for Dordt's education majors,
proud that you can carry on and
improve the tradition.
d. mennega
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Pro-lifer made prisoner

, by Cindy Kaptein
At a glance, Paul DOff may look
like the average man. He is married,
with four children, and with another
child on the way. Paul is a banking
consultant in Ocheydan, Iowa. Unlike
the average citizen, however, he has
heen imprisoned twice during the past
couple of years. What has he done
wrong? Maybe the question should be
turned around:
what has he been
doing right to be thrown in jail?
President of the Osceola Christian
Council and leader of the local chapter
of Rescue the Perishing of Sioux
Falls, Paul is actively saving children
from abortionists.
cmk:
Paul, when did you first
become a pro-life advocate?
pd: My wife and I first became
involved in 1986, when her cousin
shared the vision about these children
who were dying and the young
mothers who were being exploited.
cmk: You have been in jail since you
became an activist. Why were you
thrown in jail?
pd: I was in jail August of 1988, in
Atlanta, Georgia and April of 1989, in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Both
times were for peacefully,
nonviolently sitting down in front of an
abortion mill, blocking access to the
mill from a mother who was taking
her child in to be murdered. When
asked to vacate
by the civil
authorities,
in response to God's
higher law to actually rescue these
children, we could not.
cmk: Have you saved any children by
doing this?
pd:
In Sioux Falls, our current
information indicates that there is a
young girl from Nebraska who is still
carrying her child as a result of us
being there that day.
She was
scheduled
to go in and have an
abortion and her child was going to be
killed. She was distraught when she
saw the people blocking the doors.
She showed up two hours later at the
Crisis Pregnancy Center.
cmk:
Operation
Rescue
is
controversial, even within the Pro-life
movement itself. As a Christian, do
you believe that this is what should be
done to stop abortion?
pd: Obviously, with my participation
and leadership in it, I believe very
deeply that this is in fact normal
Christian behavior. God's law is very
clear about the taking of innocent life.
He also gives us several admonitions
to rescue and to be involved
in
defending those lives. I know the
concerns of the higher law principle,
and that the government hasn't told us
directly to kill children; therefore, we
don't have to be disobedient. There
are all kinds of references throughout
scripture, from Rahab the Harlot, to
Moses' parents, the prophets, and the
apostles who all at different times
were in fact disobedient to the civil
authorities, but were obedient to God
and His laws.

cmk: You mentioned that there are
several verses found in the Bible
supporting this view. Can you give
me a few examples?
,
pd: The specific reference in the
Bible is Proverbs 24: II which says
rescue those being led to their deaths.
That is a very active statement in
Scripture. It isn't the sort of thing that
you can just write a pro-life letter on
the weekends if you feel like it.
Rescuing can be different things. You
can actually sit in front of the abortion
mill and stop the child from being
killed or' you can be a prayer
supporter, or a logistical person, or
you can be there picketting. All kinds
of roles exist in the rescuing
movement. Psalm 82:4 says, "Rescue
the weak and needy. Deliver them out
of the hand of the wicked,"
cmk:
What do you advise fellow
Christians to do about the abortion
movement?

pd: I think in large portions of the
church today, the action needed more
than anything else is repentence. We
find so much of the church that is
professing
to be pro-life,
but is
actually only pro- life in rhetoric, and
that is where it stops.
cmk:
There are so many issues
confronting the church today. Why
focus on abortion and not the other
issues that are causing misery in life
today?
pd: We believe that Christians can't
get in every battle. We believe that
the Christian's priority should be in
abortion because abortion is Satan's
ultimate answer for sin. It very clearly
teaches in Scripture that the wages of
sin is death.
The most innocent
people of your society,
of your
culture, and maybe even in your
family are being killed. If you can kill '
a child, all the morality is established
from that moral base. Once legalized
killing is allowed, everything else
follows.
cmk:
Is there anything that you
would like to say in closing this
interview?
pd: I appreciate the opportunity to
share the vision, the message, on the
whole pro-life movement. I just want
to encourage Christians to repent of
apathy and indifference, to get out
there and get involved in their church
ministry, in their high schools .. Make
sure that value based sex-ed. material
is in their high school. Get involved
in the young adults lives on a truly
meaningful level. Let them know of
Christ; give them a purpose in their
life. Take some direct action steps,
before this nation and generation is
lost in immorality of sexuality and
sexual freedom, and the pain and
suffering it is bringing about. It is
time for people who felt the burden
but have not taken an action in the
past, to go the the Lord and ask Him
which direction they should take.

r

Dordt College Diamond
December 14, 1989

6 FREE PRESS
....

o

o

0

e

Stepping into adulthood

0

o
o

o

o
o

.'
To Grandmother's house we go
by Julie Van Donselaar
Every Christmas season all of the
family members on my father's side of
the family gather at my grandparents'
house for a family reunion. Every
year without exception, we go through
the same process with the same
traditional activities.
Around noon on the appointed day,
all of the family members gather at
my grandparents' house. They place
presents underneath the brightly lit
Christmas
tree decorated
with,
ornaments Grandma bas crocheted.
Grandma welcomes everyone in, and
the children run to the basement and
play until dinner is ready.
After everyone
has arrived,
Grandpa calls us into the living room.
He offers up a prayer to God as
everyone, even the usually boisterous
children, stand or sit silently.
After the "amen" the kids jump up
and race to the counter. The smaller
children go first, then the older ones,
with the men following. The women
help the children and serve the food.
My grandma cooks a turkey and
serves her traditional hot chocolate.
All of the relatives bring some type of
food like creamed com, rolls, stuffing,
cranberries, or pumpkin pie.
The children trek down the stairs
into the basement to eat. They sit on
folding chairs which surround card
tables, While eating, the older kids
talk about their vacation activities
while the young ones babble on and
spread com allover their faces. The
cousins all talk and laugh together
while they argue over who's 'mom is
the best cook.
Meanwhile, the men have gone into
the living room to discuss the crops or
the church' or the latest news while
The Diamond thanks the
numerous students and faculty wbo
submitted articles to this special
open edition. Your thoughts and
perspectives are vital in maintaining
varied and challenging student
publications.
As retiring editor, I would like to
offer special tbanks to the staff, who
offered numerous hours to
producing the student newspaper.
Best wishes to next semester's staff
and to future editor, Charles
Adams.
TeriNikkel

gobbling
down their turkey and
dressing. The women all sit around
the kitchen table with the very
youngest children and talk about such
things as who has been admitted to the
hospital and who just joined our
church.
After everyone has finished eating,
we come to the moment everyone's
been waiting for: the opening of the
presents. Grandma asks a couple of
the grandchildren
to "play Santa
Claus" and pass out the gifts. Soon
after this, jagged edges of bright
wrapping paper cover the carpeting.
The children's eyes become bright as
they discover a new plaything and the
adults exclaim over the presents while
they gently remind their offspring to
say "thank you."
After the bright shards of paper
have been plucked from the carpet and
discarded, the adults continue talking
while the youngsters return to the
basement to play kickball or pool.
When a few hours have passed, one
family will decide that it is time to
return home. Another family or two
will also get up to leave. The adults
yell down the stairs for the kids to
come upstairs so they can go home.
The children are all bundled up in
their fluffy, thick coats while the
presents are gathered up and the
empty casserole dishes are picked up.
Goodbyes
are uttered as each
family gets into their car and goes
their seperate way. Their stomachs
are full of turkey, their arms are full of
presents, their hearts are full of joy,
love, and peace, and their minds 'are
full of pleasant memories
of an
afternoon spent at Grandma's and
Grandpa's.

I
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by Sharon Yonker
I saw my mother cry recently. They
were not totally tears of sadness; some
of them were, perhaps. But I think
they were mostly tears of thankfulness
and pride. I remember seeing the
same tears when I was a little girl.
One sunny afternoon, my mother
and I were getting gas at the Mobile
station across the street from my
father's real estate office. I was sitting
in the car, waiting for my mother to
finish paying for the gas. Many times
I watched as my mom sent my brother
across the street to pick something np
at the market. Now, I decided it was
my turn. I knew I had to cross that
busy street--alone.
I looked and saw my mom coming
towards the car. Quickly, I jumped
out and slammed the door shut. I ran
to her and asked for permission to
walk to the office. She looked at me,
paused, and then softly said, "Yes." I
was so supnsed; I had expected her to
refuse. Now I had nobody stopping
me; I could cross that street.
Feeling brave, I marched to the
curb. .At that mstant, a car flew past.
My heart pounded. But I had to do
this. I looked hard to the right, and
the~ turned to look toward the left I
squinted and saw a car approaching
me from .the distance. I watched and
waited; It seemed forever until the
vehicle came past me. After It did, I
was safe--nOl a car was 10 Sight. I
took my first steps gingerly, stepping
cautiously onto the hard pavement of
Columbia
Avenue.
Then, with
growing confidence, I strutted into the
middle of, the road. I peered again
into the distance, looking to the right
and to the left, but no cars were
commg. I crossed safely to the other

side; excitement swelled up inside of
me.
That night" as I told of the
adventure to my family during dinner,
I caught a glimpse of my mother; she
seemed sad. Today I understand why.
She had let her baby grow up. There
had been a possible danger to me, but
my mom overlooked this to let me
gain confidence in myself.
I saw the same tears of sadness a
few months ago. I was so brave
before I left. I let everyone know how
eager I was to begin college.
I
remember
shopping
for, all the
ncccssitics-sproudly
responding yes
when the cashiers asked if I was
getting ready for college. I recall the
excitement
of packing boxes and
suitcases, and finally having my dad
try to fit everything into our small
Oldsmobile.
I can still sense the
excitement of crossing the Mississippi
River and entering Iowa--my home for
the next four years.
But that excitement changed into
nervousness once I arrived in Sioux
Center and saw Dordt College. No
longer was I enthused about this town.
Reality had hit me; I was scared. I
was scared because I would be living
with someone I had never met before,
and my parents were going to be 700
miles away from me. That first
evening, as I walked up the steps to
my dorm room, I felt homesick.
When I said goodbye to my parents,
my mom had tears in her eyes. She
knew it was time to let go. She had
nurtured
me for eighteen
years,
bringing me up in the Christian faith.
Now she trusted that I would not
forsake my heritage 'as 1 started a new
adventure and crossed another street
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Is Gorbachev a joke?
by Jeffrey D. Voorhees
As of late, the world has been personality?
turned on its ear by the fast-paced
Let's go to Mr. Roger's "Land of
reforms in eastern Europe. Hungary Make Believe", neighbor! Let's make
has declared itself a democracy, the believe that glasnost really does mean
Parliament of East Germany has "openness" or even "freedom. n Look
abolished the communist monopoly in around, neighbor! Has anything really
their nation, and Czechoslovakian
changed? On a recent trip to the
communists have rendered to the Soviet Union, Televangelist Richard
. voice of the people for reform.
Roberts (son of "The Eight Million
Man"
Oral
Roberts)
Liberal press agencies, as well as the Dollar
with a group of
Campus News Today, have reported worshipped
to the effect that these reformers are in charismatic
Christians
in an
debt (at least partially) to Mikhail underground church inside the Soviet
Gorbachev. Would somebody please Union. On the last night of the
tell me how they are?
. meetings that he was at, the KGB
Gorbachev has done little if broke into the building and dispersed
anything to actually cause reform the congregation along with Rev.
outside the Soviet Union, let alone Roberts. Yeah, times have really
inside! Yet, as a whole. the citizens of changed; haven't they, neighbor?
the United States are infatuated with
And "Peristroika", what about it?
Gorbachev. Why? Many people are Has anything happened? As far as
having what talk show host, Rush one can tell, the nation that killed
Despite upcoming exams, students still
imbaugh, calls GORBASMS. A thousands of students this past year at
find time to take study breaks. Dordt students
"Gorbasm" is the inexpressible, good Tienamen Square, The People's
feeling you receive when you think of Republic of China, is farther ahead in
relax in a multitude of different ways; they play
what wonderful things President and a free market economy than Gorby
ping pong, pool, go bowling, and crank it with
General Secretary Gorbachev are ever cared to be.
doing for peace and reform. Or
When it comes right down to it,
headphones.
maybe people have been fooled by there's no reason why we should be
"glasnost".
overly excited about Gorbachev. Why
Quickly, define the word "glasnost" be excited over nothing? Let's get real
from Russian to English! (Bzzzz!) folks. Let's let Gorby prove himself
~----+#i!'--'--1'Vl"~INQpe,sorry' t'SJlO "openness." But, .before he receives any taxpayer
thanks for playing.
"Glasnost"
dollars. And then, when he does, let's
actually means "publicity." Yes, that's make him prove himself again. And
right. Publicity. Does that tell you when he does, let's make him prove
something
about Old Gorby's
himself again ....

Dead week distractions

Action against chemicals

Photo essay
by Jeff De Boer

L

by Jerod Smeenk
Herbicides and pesticides are a part chemicals carried over to the next
of a farmer's life-line. I realize that year, or, if there was enough
without the use of these chemicals, a precipitation, they were carried into
farmer would be losing up to half of underground water supplies, or ran off
his crop. But if the use of these into local rivers and lakes.
poisons is continued, farmers will lose
Lasso, Sencor, Dyfonate, Bladex,
a lot more than a part of their crop. Dual, Aatrex , and a few other
They, along with many others, will chemicals are-of main concern
lose good health and maybe even life.
because they have showed u~ in
The American farmer takes pride in drinking water. Blue baby's disease
being the top food producer in the has' been linked to contaminated
world. Yet with all these blessings, ground water. Tests indicate that
the farmer continues to poison
there are high levels of chemicals in
neighbors, family, and self. The some wells, even enough to exceed
dangers of herbicides
and the allowable amount that would still
pesticides are beginning to outweigh be considered safe.
their advantages.
Farmers are
The testing and control of
complaining of headaches, muscle chemicals is under control of the
pains, and nausea after use of these Environmental Protection Agency.
chemicals. In some cases, contact They are responsible for the testing of
with certain herbicides and pesticides chemicals already on the market.
has caused the debilitation of limbs With thousands of new chemicals
and even life.
every year, the EPA is unable to keep
When chemicals .were first up. Therefore, something has to
introduced, their harmful effects were change to proteCt those who are in
not know. Experts claimed the danger from this growing menace.
chemicals that were applied to crops
Now is the time we must take
would fulfill their purpose and then action in our own defense. If nothing
become obsolete. They did perform continues to be done, we are going to
their job; however, they' did not reach the point where nothing can be
-,---'decompose as claimed. Instead, the
done without devastating effects.
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Lady Defenders
continue to roll'
•
by Steve Hoogland
The Lady Defenders continued their
fine play in the past two weeks,
winning two of their past three games.
Their season record is now 6-2.
.

Photo by Jeff De Boer

Janet Zylstra, who I,!d Dordt with 21 pts., puts
up a shot against SIOUX FallsCollege

Defenders fall to 2-4
by Steve Hoogland
The Defenders lost two games last
week to a pair of tough South Dakota
universities. The two losses drop the
Defenders season record to 2-4, and
their record on the road now stands
1-4.
at SDSU
Last Thursday
the Defenders
travelled to Brookings to take on the
. SDSU Jackrabbits.
A Division II
.school, preseason
polls pick the
Jackrabbits
about seventh in the
always
tough
North
Central
Conference, but they are always a
forrnitable foe for Dordt.
The Defenders played tough for
most of the first half. A Chad Visser
three-pointer tied the score at 27, but a
SDSU run late in the half gave the
Jackrabbits a six -point lead at the half.
The Defenders came out flat in the
early minutes of the second half, and
they fell behind by 18 points. The
Defenders did get back in the game
and cut the SDSU lead to 10 with
under two minutes left, but that is as
close as they got, losing 77-61.
In the game the Defenders received
little
scoring
punch
from the
backcourt, who combined for only 12
points. Dordt shot only 38. percent
from the field and were outrebounded
by the large SDSU team 41-26.

Gailen Veurink scored 15 points,
grabbed eight rebounds, and dished
out six assists; all were team highs.
David Vaandrager and Joel Veenstra
both scored 14 points.
atDWU
Saturday
night the Defenders
travelled
to the Corn Palace in
Mitchell to take on a vastly improved
DWU team. Freshman Scott Morgan
from Mitchell is one of the best
players Dordt has played this year and
he had a big night against the Dordt.
The Defenders once again played a
tough first half, but were down 49-46
at the half. A small DWU run in the
second half denied the Defenders an
opportunity to win their third game.
Dordt ended up on the short end of a
100-88 score.
Jay .Schelhaas matched the out put
of DWU's Morgan with a career-high
34 points. Veenstra scored 17 and
Vaandrager hit for 13.
Dordt was again at a major
disadvantage on the boards, getting
out-rebounded 28-16.
Coach Rick Vander Berg says the
Defenders must work at playing a full
forty minutes "of basketball.
Tonight the Defenders travel to
Dakota State, and Saturday they host
Buena Vista at 7:30.

at Dana
Last Thursday evening the Lady
Defenders traveled to Blair, Nebraska,
to take on Dana, who bowed by thirty
points to Dordt in their first meeting.
Despite a 38-33 halftime advantage,
the Lady Defenders fell to Dana.
Vonda Brands played one of the
best games of her career, scoring 24
points with four assists. Jill Bousema
scored
14 points for the Lady
Defenders in th e 73-69 loss.
"It was a similar game to the last
one," said Rhoda, 'but this time we
missed a lot of inside opportunities."
Dordt shot 15 of 18 from the
freethrow line for 83 percent for the
game.
Lisa Wubben
led the Lady
Defenders with nine rebounds and
Suzanne De Vries had 8 boards, but
Dordt was out-rebounded
37-32.

vs.DWU
The Lady Defenders hosted DWU
on Saturday. It was not a smooth win,
but the win did boost Dordt's record to
5-2 on the season.
The Lady Defenders led the whole
game except for one time right before
halftime. Dordt was able to recapture
that lead and won 65-59.
Bousema paced Dordt with 21
points and was 9 of 10 from the floor.
Rhonda Gritters and Janet Zylstra
each scored
10 for
the Lady
Defenders. Zylstra also led the team
with eight rebounds.
vs. Sioux Falls
Tuesday night the Lady Defenders
played the Sioux Falls Lady Cougars,
looking for a season sweep. Dordt
won their second consecutive game
78-63'behind Zylstra, who scored 21
points.
Gritters scored 17 and De
Vries tallied 11 off the bench.
The Lady Defenders host Southwest
State Friday night at 7:00.

Blades skate
against Drake
by Wayne Dykstra
Ardently preparing for exams is not
the only thing that has occupied the
time of 15 Dordt students.
With a
record of 3-5 the Dordt Blades have
skated in five games.
The Lucknow
Blues came to
Northwest
Iowa
to play against
former teammate Jeff Burgsma and
the Blades in a single encounter. The
Blades were the perfect host in all
areas except for one ... the scoreboard.
The Blades mounted their strongest
offensive effort to date scoring 15
goals. Balanced scoring and strong
defensive play gave the team much
needed confidence.
The Jacks from SDSU were the
Blades' next opponent. The first game
started in a sluggish
fashion,
a
recurring Blade problem.
The teams played solid two-way
hockey the second and third periods.
The slow start allowed the Jacks to
skate to a 7-5 victory.
The next day the Blades got the
early hop on the Jacks and reversed
the previous night's loss with a 7-4

win.

This past weekend the Blades
journeyed to Des Moines to take on
the Drake Bulldogs, the teams second
meeting of the season.
Drake, a tough team on the road,
proved to be equally tough at home.
A large ice surface served as a
disadvantage and advantage for Dordt.
With room to maneuver,
Drakes
hitting game was subdued, but their
skating game accelerated.
Again
Dordt played a lackluster first period.
Drake jumped to a 5-1 lead, refusing
to allow the Blades back in the game,
and won 9-5.
The next night's game was aired on
the Drake television station.
The
Blades played textbook hockey as
Trevor Mast and the defense repelled
the swarming "dog attacks" while the
offense took advantage of careless
Drake penalties.
It was a seesaw affair but when the
siren sounded, Dordt was on the short
end of a 6-5 score. Convinced that the
game could have gone either way, the
Blades contently
packed up and
headed home.
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