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formulation and is still comparatively flex-
ible. Now would be the time for Christians
to hecome active in government policy plan-
ningagencies inorder tolend direction. The
National Unien of Christian Schools should
also continue its. systematic appeal for tax
relief and/or tax support for private and paro-
chial schools. We should continue to promote

the idea that ours is indeed a pluralistic rather

than a monistic society.
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SHARING IN COMMUNITY FACILITIES

" Joini~use facilities" is the phrase used
to describe a concept which prevails in the
Dordt College community. It means, simply,
' thot facilities are shared by several idenfifi-
able groups in Sioux Center, including the
College.

At a time of inflated prices, and ina
sinall community where utilization of special-
ized space is imperative, joint-use of facilities
is not only wise but necessary. In this or-

rangement the College has available certain
areas - for ifs academic and student life pro-
grams, such as an indoor swimming pool, an
athietit field, and, as is now beingprovided,
a community center and a 400-seat theatre.

Witha College student body of 950, and
a city population of about 3,000, it would be
impossible to consider separate provisions for
each educational and civie group. Having
this situation well in mind, the city govern-
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-ment over the past ten years has "sold" the
idea of providing for and using space coopera=
tively. Group interests being served are the
local public school, the Christianschool, the
community af large, and Dordt College.

The city, with mafching funds from the
federal government, has under development
an 80-acre tract of land known as the Open
Space Park. Facilities already in operation
include Youth Fair Exhibifion Barns and a
Horse Riding Arena, o football Field and rub-
berized field -track, an otympic-regulation
indoor swimming and diving pool, a quarter-
mile aute race track, and o baseball field.
Dordt College uses in particular the swimming
pool, track, and baseball field for its Physi-
cal Education program,

Bond issue publicity for the construction
of anew public school announced that joini-
use would also be made of certain parts of that
facility, in particular the 400-seaf theatre
auditorium. ‘Through funds made available by
the city, the Open Space Theaire, as it is
called, is being professionally furnished with
exiratechnical equipment in lighting, sound,
and exterior docking. The theatre uses the
modified thrust design, has a moveable porial
to provide up to a20-foot "arch, " a floor pit,
and other features which make it very versa-
tile. Two roked-séating lecturerooms in the
rear, separated from the main auditorium by
folding doors, provide additional seating
when desired, to about 600 capacity. Col-
lege theatre, speech interpretation, and some

music programs will be carried out in this
joint-use facility.

The most recent joint-use promotion has.
been made towards the purchase of the old

- Junior-Senior High School facility. Thecity

is matching private contributions for this pur-
chase, again in the name of joint-use, with
plans to develop a year-round community
center program. Programs there will be de-
veloped in both recreation and the arts, in-
viting all groups in the city and area to par-
ticipate. Heavily trafficed areas, as well as
specified rooms, will be used to display art
collections and artifacts. Space will be
dedicated to programs for senior citizens,
youth programs, and family gatherings. Space
will also be made available for both two- and
three-dimensional artistic effort, as well as
space for artists=in-residence. The local
churches, too, have been invited to use the
space for their educational-programs.

Dordt College has made no commitment
to sharing this facility, but it will be avail-
able beginning in the fall of 1975,

The most striking aspects of the joint-use
concept are its economy and sense of corporate
responsibility. As opposed to "empire build-
ing," where each authority, agency, financial
entity, and institution works for its own in-

‘terest and to the exclusion of other interests,

joint-use development speaks from community
interest that may be possible only where there
has been first the development of Christian

commitment for sharing.

~20~



	Sharing in Community Facilities
	Recommended Citation

	Sharing in Community Facilities

