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Forage quality is an drea that has
penerdted a great deal of inleresl. from
what it means and how we measure it
to its impact on the cow and milk pro-
dociine Muoch of this infornwution (s
readily availlable in publications and
Fram your mtritionist, Tn times of poor
rreille prices, dairy rrhll.llh. ern shouild nod
try to save money by cutting back on
I'nr:lgr :iI|i|.|i|'!,". Ohplimum rimen func
Lo with |:|'ig|'| levels ufl.'[iggr_"ﬁi'lﬂn: I'llmgt
drivies milk production, milk fat, dry
matter intake, feed eficency, and cow
health and wellure,

Forage lemgth, in combination with
I':hr:lpl;' 4.|II.1||1:|', will determine ramen
digestibility and function. Mornal ru-
men function & possible with o forage
length of .1 inches on a full forage dict,
bt optimum bk fat requires a lorage
length of 25 nches,

Ak concentrates in the eation
ercase, the léngih of the fber becomes
more [mportant for cwmen fusction
Particle size bepine to determine gut fill
and dey matter intake, As the length of
the fiber increases, greater fiber dipest-
ibility to maintain’ the fow of digested
ratrients o the liver and mammary
gland s necessary, Increascd fiber i
gestibilicy will result in greater dry mat-
Ler i ntake, which difectly relates i milk
production. 1t should also improve feed
efficiency of fat-corrected milk

Fiher diglﬂlifm b the ruammen favors
the production of acetic acid and butync
il “Theme are the ketogenic Tty ackds

in the liver that torm the short and mid-
lenngrth Gatty acedis the De Move fatty acsds

The level of Die Movo fatty acids has
a greater inypact on milk fat levels than
the level of the long chain, pre-formed
futty acids that come direcily from the
feed Ingredienis

Concentrates temd to favor o
duction ef propionic acid, which is
g]l:n;'l::lntw_rgt-ni.: in the lver. This fvors
TSI Y glu.rl:ll Energelicy ard faciose
production. Thus, there necds too b a
balance. How much vou are paid for
milk will affect the correct balance for
cach producer. Work with your nutr
thonlel 1o determine he balance of milk
solids and volume that would best ben-
efit your bottom line.

Consider fiber digestibility in all
forage declsions, BMR and low lignin
varketics of corn and alinlfa should be
a constderation in seed choce lor st
bage oty production. The Sgrondmic
improvements in those varietiod make
them viable options. Hive porchased
forages analyzed for fiber digestibili-
tv, Ensure proper processing for corn,
whether vou use silage ‘or shredlage.
Both methods will improve fiber diges:-
ilatlity, provided the equipment i sct
and functioning properly. Sllage -mus
bi properly packed and sealed with an

By Dr. John Olthoff, Ph.D. PAS, Professor of Agriculture, Dordt College

oxvgen bartier. Not only will this im
prove feed 4.]I1.L.:|'|i‘|.'|-1 it will alsn pediwe
teed shrink.

Feod shrink is not divecthy eelated
1o forage digestibility, bot it has a lamge
impact oo fecd costi. Siec forage slof-
age 1o match feed utilization. This wall
minimide the ke of feed value due in
spoilage, which also decresses shrink
Memibor TME miximg, feed distriba
Iscr, evadenioe of sorl g, amnd manure
FCOTES On a repuiar basis

Each of these factors has a mole in
delermining ar moniloring forage gual
iy and s effect on the cow and milk
]":rnilm. i :"..1..1II1'I.'||.|:|1:15-_ ruitiesi health
and function with forage quality will
improve dry matter inlake This also
affects overall cow health, cspedially
during the post-fresh perbod.

All-of these factors will skso improve
the weltare of the cow, Emphasiring
lorage W the dict will siow the pulalic
thot dairy producers are interested in
the welfare of the cone. High feed quality
can be provided all vear, instead of the
limited times when forage quality in the
ficld is al optimum levels. £
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