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History
Student enrollment spikes for 2020-2021
repeating
school year
itself: outdoor
classes
mirror 1918
pandemic
Sydney Brummel – Staff Writer

Hannah Kuperus– Staff Writer

While Dordt has tried to make the 2020 fall
semester as normal as possible, it is impossible
to deny the changes students, staff, and faculty
have experienced as a result of the COVID-19
epidemic. With masks required in buildings
at all times, professors lecturing beneath face
shields, and office hours conducted via Zoom,
students were in for an interesting semester.
Yet one professor added another element to
the mix: outdoor classes.
“I was really excited because I enjoy
being outside, and I don’t like being stuck in
a classroom for a long time,” said freshman
history major Nathanial Runia. “I was sad
because [Professor Fessler] made us buy a
lawn chair to sit on, and I didn’t want to spend
any more money.”
Dordt Professor of History Paul Fessler
decided to host classes outside after his
father’s experience during the 1918 Spanish
Flu pandemic.
“My father had just started [German
language school] in Harlem, NY, and he
wound up having nearly all of his classes
outside for almost a year—including during
the winter,” said Fessler. “Even when they
went inside when it snowed or rained, they had
the windows all open. He walked home from
school, [and] he went past coffins stacked
upon coffins in the street.”
Because Dordt’s classroom windows
cannot be opened, Fessler decided to take
advantage of the good weather to teach
outside.
“I really didn’t want to teach inside if we
were going to teach,” said Fessler. “I have an
autoimmune condition as well as heart issues
remaining from heart attack two years ago—
so I am a high risk candidate for problems if I
get COVID-19.”
Professor Fessler, who has been a professor
since 1994 and has been at Dordt for the last
nineteen years, now holds two of his small
classes outdoors: Survey of American History
and American Civil War and Reconstruction.
“I had to think about where to teach, and,
especially early in the semester when it was
hot, I needed shade,” said Fessler. “I got
permission from the powers-that-be to teach
[in the Hoekstra’s backyard]
Fessler hopes to stay out of doors for as
long into the semester as possible.
“If you look at New York Times or other
papers from the time period [during the 1918
flu epidemic], you’ll see young children
taking notes in the cold. That’s my plan… I
was working with registrar to try to see if we
could get tents to have class outside all year
(students could wear coats) but that didn’t
work out—
cont. on pg. 6

When Dordt’s campus closed and went
online in March, many questions hung in the
air. How would online learning work, for both
professors and students? When would students
be able to return? If they did return, what
would campus life look like?
Since March, the Dordt community has
received answers to many of their questions.
Students have finally returned, and class
is back in session, albeit with new safety
measures in place. To ensure that this semester
could happen in-person, the institution made
numerous careful decisions. Over the past six
months, the Admissions Office faced a unique
challenge: how does a closed campus reach out
to prospective students during a pandemic?
“We looked at a situation that was really
difficult, and we didn’t panic. We pivoted. And
so that’s been our theme this year,” Brandon
Huisman, vice president for enrollment and
marketing, said.
“I appreciate the innovation of our team,”
Greg Van Dyke, director of admissions said.
Once campus closed, the admissions
counselors worked primarily from home.
Because campus visits were no longer an
option the office began to personally reach out
to students through phone calls, FaceTime,
and Zoom meetings.
“It wasn’t like we just called them and said,
‘Hey, are you coming to Dordt?’…it was just
more connecting them with them and saying,
‘How are you doing…How can I pray for
you?’” Van Dyke said.
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Within a week and a half, Dordt began
to host virtual campus visits for interested
students. These meetings included a greeting
from President Hoekstra, a panel of current
students, and breakout sessions with professors.
Students and parents were able to submit
questions through a live chat. From the
beginning of March to the end of summer, over
1,100 students participated in a virtual visit.
During the summer, Admissions hosted
the first Defender Ready event via Zoom.
Beginning with an introduction from the
President and Barb Hoekstra and a devotional
from Aaron Baart, the meeting served as a sort
of summertime orientation. Over 300 out of the
nearly 400 current freshman students joined the

virtual meeting.
“People were just pumped afterwards,” Van
Dyke said.
Josie Huffman, a freshman from Maxwell,
NE, personally experienced Dordt’s extended
effort to reach out to students while at home.
Even though she had decided to attend Dordt
already in January, she especially appreciated
the virtual connection once COVID-19 hit.
“Especially in the beginning they [Dordt]
kept texting us…things like ‘We’re here for
you…We’re so glad that you’re still planning
on coming at this point,’” Huffman said. “It
made me realize that there was still hope for
cont. on pg. 3

Dordt students quarantined at hotels to
attend school
Jaclyn Vander Waal– Staff Writer
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Caden Hill expected his first day of his
freshman year at Dordt University to be in
person. Instead, he has spent his time in a hotel
room working on online homework, attending
Zoom meetings, calling his family, watching
TV, and completing “prison workouts” of
pushups or squats.
In an attempt to keep Dordt’s classes in
person during the COVID-19 pandemic,
students are being quarantined at the
GrandStay Hotel, Suites in Rock Valley, and
the Econo Lodge in Sioux Center.
Robert Taylor, vice president for student
success and dean of students, said students

qualify for quarantine at the hotels in two
ways: through contact tracing or by showing
symptoms of COVID-19. Students who have
tested positive for COVID-19 are isolated
separately from those quarantined. Male
students who have tested positive stay in the
Houtkooper house, and female students stay in
the Alumni Guest House.
Chloe Kohl, a sophomore public relations
major, went on a Walmart run with a friend.
A day later, she was connected to the friend
through contact tracing after testing positive for
COVID-19 and sent to the Econo Lodge.
“He was tested because he plays a sport, not
because he felt any symptoms, so I didn’t think
it’d be a problem to go to Walmart with him,”
she said.
For 14 days, quarantined students get a
hotel room to themselves. Rooms include
a TV, a small refrigerator, a microwave, air
conditioning, two queen beds, a desk and a
bathroom.
Sophomore computer science major Lafe
Wessel, quarantined at the Econo Lodge, said
the room is quite spacious in comparison to
his dorm room on campus. He enjoys the
air conditioning, the big bed and the quiet
atmosphere.
Hill, who started his manufacturing tech
education online at the GrandStay, said he feels
blessed by the Dordt community even while

being away from campus. Fellow students and
members of Student Services were willing to
bring everything he needed or wanted to his
room.
Food from the Commons is brought in a bag
to the students by Dordt faculty or volunteers
three times a day. They knock on the door and
leave.
“They must bolt out of here because they are
never around when I open my door,” Kohl said.
The students made it clear, however, that the
circumstances are not ideal.
“This experience has made me want to
drop out more than any experience yet, which
is saying a lot,” Wessel said. “I hate this hotel
and this hotel room and just want to go back
to Dordt. I am thankful that I was not sent
straight home, but this experience has in no
way improved my rather dismal view of Dordt’s
leadership. If they try to send me back here or
home for any reason, I will be pursuing a refund
of my tuition and be dropping out to find a
different scholastic institution at which to get
my degree.”
Hill had similar sentiments: “Being
quarantined in a hotel was one of the top
three most miserable periods of time I’ve
ever experienced. Just being alone for so long
through the day is brutal enough. But being
cont. on pg. 7
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Masking up: protecting ourselves and each other
Elise Wennberg – Staff Writer
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For the past six months the world has been
on high alert due to the pandemic that has been
sweeping across the nations. Due to the virus,
people all over the world have been wearing face
masks and doing their best to social distance in
order to protect themselves and others from the
spread of the coronavirus.
Beth Baas, the director Student Health and
Counseling on Dordt’s campus, relayed some
information on the importance how to counter
the spread of the coronavirus on campus. The
two largest factors are distance and face masks.
“The biggest cause has been droplets and
aerosols.” Bass said, “Droplets are the small
drops of liquid are come from your mouth (and
nose) when you cough, sneeze, breathe, and
talk. Aerosols are the tiny particles emitted
by humans that are in the air, and when you
breathe, you take in those aerosols without
realizing it. By wearing a mask, it helps cut
down on those droplets and helps to block out
those small particles lingering in the air”.
“Masks with valves are the least effective
due to letting aerosol particles out instead of
keeping them in.” Bass continues, “The tighter
fit the mask, the more effective it is.” She also
lays out the three C’s: closed confined spaces,
crowded spaces, and close-contact areas where
you’re having a conversation. Baas says if you
are ever in one of these positions to ask yourself
if it is a good situation for you, later adding that
“Each individual—each person, student, staff

member—has to be responsible for their own
safety.”
When picking out a mask to it is important
to know what masks are proven to be more
effective. According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), wearing a
mask with two or more layers of fabric tends
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 more
effectively than those with only one layer. It
is important to have fabric that is breathable
and washable that covers the mouth and nose.
Masks should also be washed daily.
As face masks have made their way into
people’s everyday wear, there has been some
push-back in America. In many Asian countries,
wearing a face mask due to illness or dust

“Each individual—
each person,
student, staff
member—has to be
responsible for their
own safety.”

continuing to congregate—such as people
crowding to play volleyball games without
wearing masks. While parts of the city

“A mask says ‘I
care about you’ and
your mask says, you
care about me.”
maintained the wearing of masks, many still
tried to disregard the mandate of wearing a
mask in public places.
In Sioux Center, people can often be seen

and pollution is not uncommon. The SARS
epidemic of the early 2000s heavily influenced
this shift in culture, and now wearing a mask
is considered polite and hygienic. For other
countries, like America, mask-wearing is seen
as an often political decision and up for debate.
Caleb Kulesza, a sophomore at Dordt
University, lives on a suburb outside of Chicago,
IA. He recalls people standing outside of some
stores making sure people were wearing masks
inside the building, and seeing people being told
to put on their masks while inside the building.
He also noticed large groups of people
Contributed Photo

Changes in chapel bring new opportunities
Lexi Schnaser– Staff Writer
As the Dordt community gets back into the
rhythm of the school year, one of the biggest
questions asked is how events like Chapel and
Praise and Worship should look.
These events are usually open to the entire
campus—students, staff, and faculty.
However, to accommodate for COVID-19
regulations, only the first two hundred
freshmen and seniors to arrive to the B.J. Haan
Wednesday morning were able to attend chapel
in person. Similarly, only the first two hundred
sophomores and juniors were able to participate
in person at Praise and Worship on Thursday
night. These events kicked off the rotation of
students to attend these events.

“We value these
worship opportunities
as Dordt University.”
Campus Pastor Sam Ashmore said it’s very
important for Dordt to make sure these events
can still happen.
“There is power in gathered worship with your
peers. Chapel is the one time when the whole
campus shuts down,” Ashmore said, “We value
these worship opportunities as Dordt University
because we are part of the kingdom of God and
our worship matters.”
Sophomore Celeste Vandermeer appreciated
the opportunity to livestream chapel with her
friends, as well as attend Praise and Worship in
person.
“It was really good to be back in an atmosphere
of fellowship and worship because my church

in close proximity to others without wearing
masks. Many don’t think that COVID-19 is as
big of a threat in a small town as larger cities,
such as Iowa City, which has a per-capita case
rate that rivals entire countries. However, Sioux
County is not without a fair share of COVID-19
cases. As of Sep. 7, the New York Times
reported 995 cases within the county
“Some people do not realize that [wearing a
mask] protects other people,” said Baas.
“A mask says ‘I care about you’ and your
mask says you care about me. If wearing a mask
has even a small effect on containing the spread
of COVID-19 and there is no harm done to me,
then why wouldn’t I wear a mask?”

had not been meeting in person at all, so this
was really my first time back with others,”
Vandermeer said.
The decision to put chapel and Praise and
Worship attendance on a rotation has been long
in the making. Conversations began over the
summer between Campus Pastors Aaron Baart
and Sam Ashmore, and new director of worship
arts and campus ministries, Jeremy Perigo.
The initial idea was to do a rotation, but that
changed quite a few times as Dordt’s color level
changed.
The number of admitted students to these
events was determined by the COVID-19 task
force team headed by Howard Wilson, the
president’s cabinet, and the campus pastors.
They took other event attendance, such as
sporting events, into consideration as well.
“We all wanted to make sure we are all
sending the same message,” Ashmore said.
As people filed into the B.J. Haan for chapel
on Wednesday, Ashmore noted how despite the
distance and small number of attendees, it still
felt full.
“Everyone was spread out so the whole [place]
was filled,” Ashmore said. “Not one section was
empty. It was full, not with numbers, but in spirit
and in students being back together again.”
Thursday night Praise and Worship,
traditionally held in the Grille, moved to the
B.J. Haan as well to accommodate for the large
attendance.
Senior Damon Groen, who also serves as a
Praise and Worship leader, noted the change.
“Being in the B.J. Haan makes everything
seem bigger,” Groen said, “But it doesn’t
change the DNA of the thing, just the location
of it.”
There are some changes to the format of

worship. Instead of singing three or four songs
in a row there may now only be two songs
together. There are breaks of quiet, reflective
prayer, followed by a few more songs to keep in
line with COVID-19 regulations.
Relationally, there are also changes in how
these events will look for students. Groen

“The message I
got from praise and
worship was how God
is with us in change,”
recognizes the challenges of only having a
fraction of the student body present at Praise and
Worship as an opportunity to build community.
“It de-individualizes everything,” Groen said,
“In this situation, we have a select few who
can be there so others can ask what is was like.
We can share our individual and communal
experiences with the Lord.”
Experiences and opportunities look different
for each person. For some, this looks like
telling their friends not in attendance about their
experiences. For Vandermeer, she felt more
comfortable worshipping expressively in the
different atmosphere of the B.J. Haan.
“The message I got from Praise and Worship
was how God is with us in change,” said
Vandermeer. “It is hard to go through all these
changes that we can’t control. Being reminded
you are not in control is hard, but it is important
because it’s true. Someone so much greater than
you is in control.”

Outdoor
classes cont.
cont. from pg 1
. . . contact me if [you] have a tent or money
for a tent!”
Class members have so far reacted favorably
to being outside for class.
“I think the class has gone well,” said Ellie
Rynders, a junior history education major. “The
reason he wants us spread out outside makes
sense. The only downsides are that it can get
chilly and the traffic can make it hard to hear
other people sometimes. I enjoy being outside
though.”
	 Professor Fessler agrees that noise—from
wind, to cars, to airplanes—can be a challenge.
“In the Civil War class, we are playing a
reacting to the past game for three weeks that
requires students to be the ones talking---so
some students do not have a loud enough voice
(or have to work at it) but that’s a good life skill
anyways,” said Fessler.
For overall reviews on the class, there seems
to be a mutual enjoyment for Professor Fessler
and his students alike.
“The thing I like the absolute best about
[outdoor class] is that since we are all so far
apart AND outside… we aren’t wearing masks,
so I can see students’ faces,” said Fessler. “It
‘s surprising to me how hard it is to ‘read’ a
room as a teacher without being able to see
their whole face. You can’t tell easily whether a
student is confused, or indifferent, or whatever
only by their eyes, surprisingly.”
“It’s nice because we don’t have to wear
masks since we are outside and we are sitting
farther apart,” said Runia. “The class has gone
very well. I was worried we wouldn’t be able to
hear [Professor] Fessler, but we can. It feels like
a normal class, but outside.”

Dordt alumni returns as
professor
Georgia Lodewyk – Staff Writer

This year Dordt’s Education Department
welcomes Dr. Matthew Beimers from Langley,
British Columbia, as a new professor. He
graduated from Dordt College in 1990.
Though Sioux Center was a long haul from his
hometown, as a student he knew he wanted to
be at Dordt without even visiting. Beimers had
to actually look up where Dordt was on a Rand
McNally atlas. However, by the end of his years
as an undergrad, Dordt became less of a strange,
foreign place and more of a home.
“It set me on a trajectory in my faith and in
my vocation that to this day I am grateful for.”
Beimers said.
He remembers many of his Dordt professors
and faculty, including Mike Vanden Bosch, Bill
Elgersma, and Howard Hall, as having a huge
impact on his life and time at Dordt.
Dr. Beimers received his undergrad in
English and Master’s in Education from Dordt.
He remembers many of his Dordt professors
and faculty, including Mike Vanden Bosch,
Bill Elgersma, and Howard Hall, as having
a huge impact on his life and time at Dordt.
Later, Beimers went on to earn his Doctorate
of Education from George Fox University.
He worked as a coach and teacher at Langley
Christian Middle School in Langley, British
Columbia and Manhattan Christian School in
Manhattan, Montana. His most recent job was
as a teacher and principal at Surrey Christian
Elementary School in Surrey, British Columbia
before returning to teach at Dordt.
Coming back to work at Dordt University is
something Dr. Beimers says is a perfect fit.
“When I look at Dordt’s mission and vision,
there’s something when I read that resonates
deeply.” He said. “When you think about a
vocation, you want to work at a place where
their vision and your vision align.”
Dordt University’s mission statement,
founder’s vision, and commitment to Christian
education made Dr. Beimers’s decision to work
at Dordt an exciting one.
“If this is what Dordt’s about, then I am all
in,” Beimers said.
This fall, Dr. Beimers will teach EDUC 300,
or History and Philosophy of Education, and

two graduate school leadership courses. When
asked what he loved most about his job so far at
Dordt, he answered in one word: Students.
Teaching, he believes, is more than just inclass lectures and notes on a screen. It is about
establishing long-lasting relationships with
students.
“Just being with students. Learning with
them, learning from them, walking alongside
them.” Beimers said.
Dr. Beimers stresses the importance of
recognizing our role in the kingdom of Christ,
and helping students understand their own
value, worth, and purpose as Christ’s children.
It is something he also wants all future teachers
to know.
“It’s not just about filling students with
knowledge…It’s about wholeness. It’s about
helping them flourish as children of God.”
Helping students find their place in that story,
for Dr. Beimers, is one of the most important
and amazing parts of Christian education.
“Whether it’s kindergarten students, or
undergrad, or graduate students, everyone has
a role to play in God’s story of redemption,”
Beimers said.

Dordt receives NSF grant
Mikaela Wegner– Staff Writer
After four years of applying, the Acquisition
of a High-Performance Computing Cluster for
Interdisciplinary Research and Teaching grant
for $249,254 was finally awarded to Dordt
University this summer by the National Science
Foundation’s Major Research Instrumentation
program.
The cluster will be approximately 18 nodes
and is meant for research projects among
various science programs. Dr. Manuela Ayee,
Assistant Professor of Chemical Engineering at
Dordt, said the cluster will be used for different
types of computer simulation work, research,
and teaching.

“Having this resource
on campus just opens
up a whole world
of possibilities and
opportunities”
Although Dordt purchased a cluster in
2015, Dr. Nick Breems, Professor of Computer
Science at Dordt, said the previous cluster was
a relatively small four-node cluster.
This new cluster will provide faster and
better resources for projects in comparison to
the five-year old four-node cluster and will be
used in classes on engineering, physics, biology,
chemistry, and other subjects.
“Having this resource on campus just
opens up a whole world of possibilities and
opportunities for high school students that
are thinking about coming to school at Dordt

Contributed Photo
because high performance computing is some
of the most cutting edge technology in science
and research,” Dr. Ayee said.
Apart from the conventional sciences, Dr.
Breems is excited to use the cluster for his
systems programming course. Dr. Breems said
his students won’t just be using the cluster for
the science but for the sake of learning how
to use it. There will be collaboration between
Dr. Breems and other users to find example
problems students can solve. This will be a
struggle in and of itself, as they will need to
come up with problems requiring that much
power.
“For a chemistry or biology student to be
able to say, ‘I have experienced running models
and simulations on a large scale cluster.’ that
absolutely will look great on a resume, certainly
for people looking at grad school.” Breems said.

Dordt University plans for a
test-optional application

Jayden Hoksbergen – Staff Writer

Student enrollment cont.
cont. from pg. 1

. . . going back to school in the fall, which was
really nice.”
Huffman also participated in the Defender
Ready event, which she found helpful and
enjoyable.
“It made me remember how much I loved
Dordt when I first visited,” Huffman said. “I
needed that second form of reassurance, and
that was it for me…It was cool to be a part of it,
definitely memorable.”
The special efforts that the university
made over the past few months to reach out to
individual students and keep school spirit alive
paid off. Counting all full-time, commuting,
graduate, and dual credit high school students,
Dordt’s estimated enrollment is over 1,600
students.
“All told, you’re looking at about 435 new
students that started here,” Huisman said. “Our
fulltime number of students we’re hoping is
right around 1,340.”
Although this is not Dordt’s largest number
of fulltime students, this year does feature the
largest total headcount as well as one of the
largest incoming classes in the last 10 years.
Moreover, the retention rate of first-time
freshman from last year to this current year is
estimated to be around 83%.
“That’s going to be one of the top three or
four numbers we’ve had,” Huisman said, “you
wouldn’t expect that amidst a pandemic.”
Huisman attributed the Hope Fund’s work to
the entire Dordt campus and community.
“It was the campus community being willing
to say, ‘We’re going to help you finish what you
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started’…a great example of covenant Christian
education,” Huisman said. “It’s just a really
beautiful story.”
From campus visits and commencement via
Zoom to numerous Defender-themed videos
throughout the summer, Dordt’s faculty and
staff worked to bring together a community that
is larger than normal. Of course, more people
on campus during these current circumstances
requires special attention to safety measures.
The Registrar’s Office spent a great deal of time
placing classes in appropriately sized spaces.
“I don’t think we can overdo safety on our
campus to ensure that we make it to December
11,” Huisman said.
Still, despite the large student body and
social distancing requirements, students have
been able to enjoy a positive college experience
over the past couple of weeks.
“Even if we still have rules around certain
things, I still feel involved in the school,”
Huffman said. “I feel like they’re doing their
very best effort just to make it fun for us and
make an experience.”
Dordt Admissions plans to host more virtual
visits in the future. In addition, on-campus visit
days will happen with limited visitors and no
overnight stays. Admission counselors have
also been traveling for small, socially distanced
gatherings in order to reach out to prospective
students and their families.
“Every day brings with it a unique set of
challenges. That doesn’t mean we can’t continue
on,” Huisman said. “We have the steadfast call
to continue in the good work we have.”

Starting at the beginning of the coming
academic year, Dordt University will trial a
new policy which makes standardized tests like
the ACT or SAT optional for incoming students
from an accredited United States high school.
Students with a high school GPA of 3.2 or
above will have the option to apply without a
test score. Students with a GPA below 3.2 will
also have the option to apply without a test
score, but the process will look different for
them.
After applying, a provisional admissions
committee will assess the student in order to
ensure that he or she will do well at Dordt. The
team will look at high school transcripts, and
they might ask an old teacher for a reference.
Dordt will also require a test on campus to
determine which classes the student will
have to take. International and homeschooled
students will still need test scores to complete
the admissions process.
Greg Van Dyke, director of admissions at
Dordt, said that a large factor in the decision
for this new policy is access issues due to
COVID-19.
“The ACT has been cancelled across the
country, so students haven’t been able to take
it,” he said.
Dordt University was one of the few places
in the country where the ACT was offered
this July. Students came from a large radius,
including Minneapolis and Des Moines, to take
the test. But due to new regulations, even Dordt
had to cancel the scheduled September ACT.
Van Dyke also said that there has been a push
in recent years for test-optional application.
“It’s something that we were looking at
already, but then COVID sped it up,” he said.
“A test score doesn’t define who you are.”
Ryan Zonnefeld, a professor of Education at
Dordt, added to that idea, saying that the trend
in education is to look at standardized testing
with a more critical eye.
“How does it really reflect learning rather
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than just random knowledge?” is a question
he thinks educators need to consider about
standardized tests.
Whereas Zonnefeld agrees that standardized
testing does not show the whole picture of the
student, he thinks that Dordt should continue to
use the tests in the future if the pandemic allows
for it.
“It is a benchmark that has been effective,”
he said.
Van Dyke said that Dordt likes the
assessment and has kept it for so many years not
because it is a barrier for entrance, but because
it’s beneficial to see how faculty and staff can
best help students. However, he thinks that not
having an ACT score might be a good thing for
students, because it ensures that the faculty and
staff get to know the student better.
Although this is the first year of Dordt’s
official test-optional application, there have
always been exceptions to test score rules. In
the past, Dordt has taken students with lower
test scores than what the official admissions
standards require. These students had to
be approved by the provisional admissions
committee, and then they were admitted into
Dordt’s Aspire program to ensure that they were
given the tools to excel in college. This proves
that test-optional applications can work.

page 4

Feature

Arts & Entertainment

Tenet: a satisfying must-see
Daniel Ketchelos – Staff Writer
Christopher Nolan’s latest time-bending
film, Tenet, hit the theaters on Sep 3. Featuring
brilliant acting, cinematography, and Nolan’s
unmatchable storytelling, this is a film not to
miss in theaters. Following The Protagonist’s
(John David Washington) struggle to contain
a world on the brink of World War III, Nolan
simultaneously crafts an impeccable story while
leaving viewers contemplating the world they
live in.
Most notably, Tenet features a plot stationed
around the idea of “time-inversion” where
objects follow paths opposite to the modern
notions of physics. This becomes problematic
for The Protagonist as he fights to keep events
in the future from happening.
Featuring
strong
acting,
beautiful
cinematography, and one of the most cohesive
film scores seen in modern films, Nolan’s
work should raise some attention. Highlight
actors include John David Washington (The
Protagonist), Robert Pattinson (Neil), and
Kenneth Branagh (Andrei Sator). Washington
fits his role as the unnamed CIA operative
perfectly. His delivery is striking while
remaining subtle and believable. Pattinson also
executes a remarkable performance throughout
the film. Their on-screen chemistry as Tenet
operatives allows the film to move forward
without hesitation. In part, Nolan’s excellent
screenplay keeps scenes from becoming
lackluster, but each actor performs brilliantly.
Most notably, five-time Oscar nominee Kenneth
Branagh creates an unforgettable performance.
His role as Andrei Sator, a Russian oligarch
with intentions to end the world, gave me chills
while I watched his cold-hearted character

engaged with the plot. Specifically, moments
of time-inversion are met with reversed guitar
notes and symphonic tones. When time is
inverted, the score follows which creates a
cohesive bond between sight and sound.
If you are a fan of Christopher Nolan’s work,
you will find yourself right at home with Tenet.
Similar themes of manipulating time and reality
that are found within his other works, including
Inception and Interstellar, are found within
this piece. Like Inception, Tenet features plot
devices (time-inversion) to alter one’s sense of
reality. Nolan’s task of executing this concept
was done masterfully, although it may be a
challenge for some viewers to grasp within the
first showing.
Despite all the many brilliant nuances of
this film, there are a few scenes I found issues
with. During one of the more prominent
scenes, a complex car chase scene, I felt like I
was watching a luxury car commercial unfold
in front of me. The Protagonist and Neil are
driving down a large interstate in a high-end
blue BMW sport sedan. The car itself is not the
issue, but rather how it was presented. This sport

sedan is presented through multiple angles that
felt like the car was being shown off. Also, one
shot in this sequence featured the BMW logo in
center frame for a few seconds. What drove this
home was when Washington’s character said
“BMW” multiple times in the following scene.
While this isn’t a huge deal, it felt as if I was
being forced to watch a product placement for
BMW. At some points in this film, I also had
a hard time understanding the dialogue. The
words themselves are not hard to understand,
but rather how they are said. Some words are
mumbled leaving the audience confused about
what was said by a few characters.
Overall, Tenet left me feeling very satisfied
as I walked out of the theater. Featuring a
phenomenal storyline with brilliant acting
and technical direction, I would recommend
spending money on a ticket to view this film
in theaters. Tenet is an above-average film for
modern releases, and my overall rating would
be an 8/10. Do not skip over this film if you
are undecided because it is definitely a release
not to miss.
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unfold on screen.
The cinematography matches that of Nolan’s
previous work, including Inception and
Interstellar, but most striking element of this
film was the score. Composed by Ludwig
Göransson, Tenet’s score is intentional and
compliments the film as any well-composed
score should. This score doesn’t scream out
“listen to me” while you’re watching but rather
acts as a subtle immersive element to keep you

Dr. Groenewold Recital

The Movie that Mutated

Jacqueline Getchell – Staff Writer

Gretchen Lee– Staff Writer

On Saturday, Dordt students and faculty had
the pleasure of hearing their own Dr. Carrie
Groenewold perform a wide variety of organ
pieces in the B.J. Haan Auditorium. This was
her first performance at Dordt since she started
last year, as Dordt’s Joan Ringerwole Chair
of Church Music and Organ. In a display of
diverse organ compositions, she played pieces
ranging from the early baroque period to
modern composers. Groenewold set out in this
performance to further introduce herself to the
Dordt community as well as demonstrate the
beauty and diversity of the organ.
Groenewold first played the organ when
she came to Dordt Discovery Days in junior
high. She was “thrilled” of being in charge of
and surrounded by so much sound. It led her to
pursue the instrument.

“Making music even
during the worst of
times becomes even
more important.”
As she learned more about it, Groenewold
started to “love its capacity for leading
congregational singing,” and is “passionate
about training organists especially” to be
equipped to play their home churches.
Groenewold also enjoys the amount of diversity
the organ provides with no two organs being
identical. Because of its history, the organ also
has a larger repertoire written for it than any
instrument besides the voice.
When asked about performing amidst
COVID-19 concerns, Groenewold said “making
music even during the worst of times becomes
even more important.” She has a strong belief
that God speaks through music. And as such, it
is important that we keep making music.
Though live streamed concerts have
become more popular during this time, “there is
nothing like sitting and hearing a live concert,
Groenewold said. On Wednesday, before the
concert, she said she was looking forward to the

audience hearing the combination of delicate
and powerful sounds on the organ
“There is nothing like that.” She said.
This year, Dordt boasts a record number of
organ students at seventeen. That number is
similar in size to the number of organ students
at St. Olaf, a school with a population nearly
twice Dordt’s student body.
Groenewold says she is thrilled by the
interest in organ this semester and the numbers
show that the organ is still an important part of
the music program.
“We are blessed to have an environment
where we can cultivate that instrument.” She
said.
After years away from Dordt pursuing
further education, including experiences in
Europe and serving as organist-choirmaster
and director of music in churches, Groenewold
returned because she “always had passion in her
heart for Dordt.”
With tears in her eyes, Groenewold said she
“couldn’t resist that call” to return to Dordt. She
loves the university for what it stands for - “a
Reformed community that cultivates faith and
scholarship”- and she wanted to be a part of that
again.
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After a theatric dry spell with the onset of
COVID-19, the anticipation for the first releases
this fall were high. For New Mutants, the
anticipation was especially high, considering
that the movie has been undergoing re-edits
and revisions since 2016. After changes in
directorial and editing staff, audiences had
mixed expectations for the film. Additionally,
New Mutants was pitched to movie-goers as
Marvel’s first dive into the horror genre, an
intriguing prospect to many.
A prospect that really did not deliver.
While the movie does have some jump scares
and carries many horror themes, New Mutants
failed to be truly unsettling or frightening.
Predictability and overplayed themes bogged
down what had the potential to be a thrilling
story. The characters and concept were decent,
but the storyline was lacking in suspense.
Every major plot twist could be seen from the
beginning of the movie, making the entire film
anticlimactic. The characters were never fully
fleshed out and their motivations and storylines
felt incredibly lacking.
All of that aside, the movie does have a
few redeeming qualities. The cinematography
and ambiance were both excellent and backed
by a quality soundtrack helped to build some
suspense. However, those silver linings failed
to make this movie anything better than just
“meh.”

It is evident that New Mutants suffered from
a lack of consistent leadership. If the director
had not changed or Disney had not forced the
movie through so many re-edits, the execution
would likely have been much more successful.
It is difficult to picture Marvel, as a part of
Disney, ever successfully making a film within
the horror genre since it is so far outside of
the usual fare for both companies. The lack of
success in this film casts somewhat negative
expectations for the next Marvel film that has
been pitched as horror: Dr. Strange and the
Multiverse of Madness. It will be interesting to
see if the audience’s negative reaction to New
Mutants will adjust how this next installment
within the “superhero horror” genre is filmed,
or if the Dr. Strange sequel might be changed to
a “thriller” instead.
Whatever Marvel decides in the future,
hopefully they will learn from this debacle and
allow horror movies to be horrifying. Had New
Mutants been allowed to be a part of its assigned
genre, it would have been far less forgettable.

Swing Dance nixed. Fall sports and outside
intramurals a go.
Zac VanderLey– Staff Writer
On most Tuesday nights, were someone to
stroll past the aerobics room in the Rec Center,
they might catch a glimpse of thirty students
dancing to their heart’s content. But, alas, those
glimpses of spinning shalom will not be present
on Tuesday nights, or at least not for the fall
semester.
The Swing Dance Club has been forced
to stop holding their weekly meetings due to
COVID-19. In the midst of twirling, spinning,
and guiding, there is no real way to maintain a
distance of six feet.
“We are planning on trying to meet in the
spring semester,” said Foster Popken, senior
engineering student and club leader. “Or maybe
if Dordt moves back to the green zone”
Dordt recently moved from the green alert
level to the yellow after accumulating twentyfour positive COVID-19 cases and quarantining
numerous other students.
Within this new status, Student Government
is currently reviewing some club guidelines
keeping contact tracing in mind. Students
cannot be within six feet of people for more
than 15 minutes, though 10 minutes is advised.
Classroom protocol—with a 24-person limit
per room—is in effect. Larger groups must
be approved if they want to meet inside.
Administered food must be pre-packaged and
include hand sanitizer. Skin to skin contact is
prohibited. Masks must be worn in all indoor
public areas.
However, if Dordt returns to the green alert
level, the rules may be altered. Clubs like Swing
Dance that feature heavy physical contact may
receive their opportunity to reconvene.
Regardless of alert level though, fall sports
and intramurals will commence.
Even
COVID-19 outbreaks will not stop the Defender
Way. Women’s volleyball, men’s football,
cross country, men’s and women’s soccer, and
golf have begun their seasons. Intramurals are
also poised to begin, albeit only outside. Co-ed
sand volleyball, co-ed outdoor soccer, and co-

“It is a big part of
student engagement
and the overall
morale of students.”
“People will be moving around,” he said. “If
you’re within six feet for longer than fifteen
minutes, then you’re not playing the sport
right.”
Nutt, along with a group of other Dordt
faculty, made the call to hold off on starting
indoor intramurals for the Fall and Winter
seasons. However, no decisions have been
made for the spring.
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When questioned on the importance of
intramurals, Nutt responded, “It is a big part
of student engagement and the overall morale
of students. Two of my neighbors in town met
through intramurals. In a town like this, or
really anywhere, you can’t be a hermit and stay
in your dorm all day. You have to get out, run
around, and have fun.”
The continuation of at least some intramurals
carries a growing sense of a return to normalcy,
at least for those who play them. Remember,
though, at 8:15 on Tuesday nights in the
Aerobics room, there will be no dancing; there
will be no laughing or perspiring faces; there
will be no swing dance until further notice.
“I’m definitely sad we can’t be together,”
said Popken, “since it is my senior year. I have
a lot of anxiety over the survival of the club.
It meant a lot in my journey because of the
friendly environment… God has used [swing
dance] to heal and create community… I want
to start dancing again as soon as possible.”

The Hope Fund supports students
Lauren Hoekstra – Staff Writer
Some Dordt students have run into economic
hardships this year due to the coronavirus
pandemic. They may be working lower-paying
jobs, losing employment opportunities, having
to contribute the money they make to their
family, or experiencing other money-tight
situations. Dordt University came up with a
way to help. Established during the early days
of the pandemic, the Hope Fund is a way for
students to receive additional funds to facilitate
their return to Dordt this semester.
As Dordt first began making plans in
response to COVID-19, the Development and
Admissions Offices originally came up with the
plan.
“Our lives changed with the virus too,” John
Baas, vice president for college advancement,
said. “We said, ‘I think our donors want to help.
How can we best give them an opportunity to

“It was our most
successful spring
fundraising season we
have ever had, by far.”
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ed outdoor softball will all begin the week of
September 14 with signups due on September
12.
The rationale for moving forward with
outside intramurals is in accordance with
CDC guidelines according to Dordt Football
defensive coordinator and Intramural Director
Lynn Nutt.

help?’”
According to Brandon Huisman, vice
president of enrollment and marketing, the
fund is named after the idea that it will serve
as a message of hope for students by making it
possible to complete their degree at Dordt.
The initial collection for the Hope Fund
started mostly through phone calls to major
donors to gain their feedback on the proposal.
Some of them became very enthusiastic and
offered large sums of money as matching gifts.

In order to reach as many people as possible,
the development staff reached out to hundreds
of people, sent emails, posted on social media,
and even employed student work-studies to
make calls from home.
They tried to reach out on all fronts in order
to best provide for students, starting at the top of
the pyramid with big donors and then working
through the entire donor base.
To date, the Hope Fund has gathered
$618,000.
“It was our most successful spring
fundraising season we have ever had, by far.”
Baas said.
Every dollar raised for the Hope Fund went
towards additional financial aid for current
students. For students to receive these funds,
they needed to fill out a form explaining their
situation and detailing how much money
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would allow them to come back to Dordt. The
fund amounts given out ranged from $500 to
$10,000.
Dordt estimated $750,000 would be needed
in order to fill every student’s need.
Baas said the number of students who gave
to the Hope Fund served as a huge inspiration
to donors. Whether it came out of their housing
adjustment or their own checkbook, about 100
students gave a total of $47,000 to the Hope
Fund.
“It was a big deal to give that money,” he
said. “These are current students that are paying
tuition and saying, ‘I want to give this to help
my fellow students, my friends.”
President Erik Hoekstra said he has to
pinch himself sometimes that he even gets the
opportunity to work at Dordt.
“Whenever you get a group of people
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. . . confined to that space also took a bit of
a toll on my body because I am used to lots of
physical activity. I play football. I eleven out of
ten do not recommend.”
Kohl’s schedule was simple: “Sleep.
Homework. TV. FaceTime. More sleep.” She
did not have much to do at the hotel, yet she
found ways to keep herself entertained.
“My entire friend group was exposed,” she
said. “A lot of them were sent to the hotel with
me. I’ll sometimes open my door and visit with
them across the hallway.”
Wessel found other ways to keep occupied.
“Things get better the more you bend the
rules, which is sometimes necessary for the
sake of maintaining sanity and a will to live,”
he said.
Overall, Taylor has been pleased with
how students are reacting to the coronavirus
situation. He said their efforts of social
distancing and wearing masks will help ensure
that campus life will function until Christmas
break on Dec. 11.
“We are thankful to be here together,” he
said. “We are proud of how our students are
responding. They are doing a remarkable job.”
Yet, Taylor realizes that improvements still
can be made. He said many people who go
into quarantine were listed in contact tracing
because they ate meals together in places like the
Defender Grille or the commons. He thinks that
if students would get better at social distancing
and keeping meal times under 15 minutes, far
less students would be taken to quarantine.
Taylor said keeping the contact list down is
important. He said what could overwhelm the
system is if too many people with no symptoms
must go into quarantine for 14 days.
Still, his outlook remains positive.
“We have to believe we can do this, and I
really believe we can,” Taylor said.
Hill agrees. He encourages Dordt students to
see social distancing from a new perspective.
“I would like everyone to know that it is
way easier to break away six feet every 12 to
15 minutes than it is to sit alone in a hotel room
away from our wonderful campus,” Hill said. “I
just encourage others to be mindful about the
situation at our hands.”
to come together for a goal… it’s a point of
camaraderie,” he said. “We’re in this together.”
Moving forward, Baas hopes to establish
a program to keep the idea of the Hope Fund
going.
In the early years of Dordt, the first president
Reverend B.J. Haan asked every family involved
at Dordt to give what they could to support
the new buildings going up. In addition, he
requested an extra $25 to go to a fund for when
Dordt had “a rainy day.” That fund continues
today as the Special Subscribers Society and
is worth $7.3 million. To this day Dordt still

“I hope it helps
current students realize
that when something
bad happens, we can
step up and make a
dent in the problem,”
receives checks from people Reverend Haan
asked to donate $25 all those years ago.
Baas hopes to establish something similar
for future young alumni from Dordt: Defenders
Forever. Although the program is still in
development, Baas hopes that having a program
like the Special Subscribers Society can help
recent graduates see the impact that they can
have on current students.
Hoekstra felt blown away by the compassion
of both donors and students.
“I hope it helps current students realize that
when something bad happens, we can step up
and make a dent in the problem,” Hoekstra said.
“We can make it better and we did that.”
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Critique, Tweets, and Institutional Insecurity in the New Age
of Anxiety
Caleb M.S. – Staff Writer

Now, more than ever, is not a time for
indecision and a lack of transparency on the
part of any institution of higher education.
We are living in a golden age of vocality,
both affirming and critical. Twitter, Instagram,
TikTok, and other forms of social media allow
for the immediate expression of dissent and the
rapid mobilization of like-minded thinkers.
The recent rise of parody twitter accounts for
Iowa government officials (@KimReynolds_
IA, @SenJoniErnstIA), Northwest Iowa pundits
like agitator Jacob Hall (@NotJacobHall1),
Orange City want-to-be theocrat Kurt Korver
(@IowaReformation), and CEO of The Family
Leader Bob Vander Plaats (@FAKEBOBVP)
are among a few. There are also a few Dordtcentric accounts mimicking President Erik
Hoekstra (@NOTerikhoekstra), Dordt student
activities (@DordtStudent), and a comedy page
called “dordt updates” (@DordtUpdates). This
brand of Tweeting has led to comical critique
and, sometimes, unhinged commentary.
Outside the sphere of relative anonymity
provided by parody accounts, students
themselves contribute critique towards their
institutions. At Dordt, multiple students on
Twitter offered tongue-in-cheek comments on
Dordt’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic
over the summer and with events surrounding
the Week of Welcome celebration. Largely,
these comments and criticisms coming from
students and parody pages are based out of a

love for Dordt and their fellow students.
Vocality is not negative by default. In fact, a
vocal student base, no matter how critical, should
be a sign of a healthy and engaged student body.
Students are willing to dig into institutional
politics and policies because they are the
group most impacted by the decisions made
above their head. Any educational institution,
at its core, exists solely to serve the students
in attendance - not the donors, not the board,
not the faculty or administration, but tuitionpaying students. As a result, commentary from
students, no matter how seemingly derogatory,
should be heeded with an active and listening
ear from the powers that be.
Unfortunately, this does not always seem
to be the case at many institutions, and Dordt
University serves as a prime example. In an
interview with the small student group behind
the @NOTerikhoekstra twitter account, the
oldest in the Dordt Twitterverse trifecta, the
founders revealed they faced pressure from the
University to delete their account as early as
the fall semester of 2019. The students shared
that administration relayed their message
through another student whom administration
assumed to be involved with the account but
were never approached directly until this
semester. Similarly, the President commented
on the Twitter parody of himself, saying the
fake account should greater differentiate their
profile from his own and refrain from using
profanity.
Additionally–the
President
from
his
public Twitter account, stated the account is
“confusing too many 40-year-olds, much less
older and younger folks.” The team behind
Eric Hoekstra rebutted in comments shared
with Diamond staff, asking us to note their
name: “NOTerikhoekstra,” the fake mustache
on President Hoekstra in their profile, and the
fact that less than 5% of their original Tweets
contain any measure of profanity.
The founder of the Dordt Student Activities

Priorities for Dordt

put pressure on individual students via personal
communication to delete their own Twitter
posts. Comments from former employees,
critical of the institution, have been deleted
from official Dordt Instagram posts. These
individual events make clear a larger pattern
of institutional insecurity on the part of Dordt
University when they feel pressure from the
online community to critically consider their
own policies and practices.
The main issue with institutional involvement
around an online image is the obvious power
imbalance between the University and their
students. If I Tweet something a friend perceives
as hurtful to them and they approach me asking
me to reconsider, I see this interaction not as a
threat but as a request, person to person. , When
top administration officials personally contact
a student and tells them to delete their social
media posts, there is no room for a conversation
between equals. The university adminstration
represents scholarships, a degree, and future
career opportunities; the student has no cards to

play. Not only is this inherently threatening to
an individual, it is unbecoming of the university
to punch down at their own students.
It would be lazy, biased journalism— even
in an opinion piece— to end so negatively. In
this New Age of Anxiety (a callback, of course,
to the time period surrounding the Spanish
Flu, economic collapses, and two World
Wars) tensions burn white-hot and it is easy
to see anyone with a differing opinion as the
enemy. This need not be the case, especially
in an educational setting where every office
within the university exists for the betterment
of the student. The majority of commentary
from students and parody accounts exists
to encourage a positive trajectory for the
university, and even when less-than-helpful
critique runs rampant, the University does
not bear the burden of personally reacting
to negative opinions. Instead, the University
should encourage dialogue and critical thinking,
two skills liberal arts colleges pride themselves
in fostering.
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Bring Back the Defendie
Tabetha DeGroot – Staff Writer

Aaron Eshelman– Staff Writer
Being a transfer student coming into Dordt,
one of the things I saw through my application
process was that The Wall Street Journal had
named Dordt the top school in the country for
student engagement four years in a row. Dordt
seems to be very proud of this, and with good
reason. This is an enormous achievement for
any university, especially a small Christian
school in rural Iowa. And even though I have
only been a student here for a little over two
weeks, I can see why Dordt has earned this
honor.
Dordt is truly different, different from both
my old school and other schools my friends
attend. The way Sioux Center embraces Dordt
and the sense of pride Dordt students and
staff all seem to have are remarkable. While
I’m sure there are a multitude of reasons this
community atmosphere has formed, one reason
is undoubtedly traditions like the Freshman
Olympics and other campus events. These
various events help integrate freshman and
other new students into Dordt culture; they
make people feel welcomed and at home.
However, I can’t help but feel that being early
in the semester and amidst a global pandemic,
our priorities as a university haven’t exactly
been in the right place. While people come to
Dordt because of its engaging community, no
one comes to Dordt for the Freshman Olympics,
or a block party, or a move-in-day concert on
the campus lawn. While these are part of what
makes Dordt engaging, that is not what is
important.
You can see in The Wall Street Journal’s
own criteria for the award that Dordt takes so
much pride in. According to a 2019 article on
the award from Dordt.edu/news, the four key
questions asked to determine a schools level of
student engagement are: “To what extent does
the teaching apply student learning to the real

account reached out to Diamond staff and shared
screenshots of a direct message conversation
between them and top administration officials,
where the University representative requested
the account cease tweeting for the fall semester.
Their request cited non-Twitter-savvy parents
and a fear of misinformation. Dordt Updates (@
DordtUpdates) declined to share comment for
this story.
Outside the small-but-growing parody
community on Twitter, Dordt administration has

world?, Do the classes challenge students?,
Are students engaged in critical thinking and
learning?, To what extent does the teaching
support reflection on, or making connections
among, the things the student has learned?”
People come to Dordt to get a first-class
education – an education that has already been
hindered by the fact that we took many classes
half-online for two weeks. People also come
to Dordt to play sports. Dordt offers 16 varsity
sports and two club sports. These programs
bring in hundreds of students each year, many
of which would undoubtedly not be at Dordt if
it wasn’t for these athletic opportunities.
The student turn out at athletic events is
another thing that makes Dordt special - the
volleyball crowds are truly a spectacle - and yet
we are already limiting the number of students
and fans that can attend volleyball and football
games this fall. If we are taking these steps, then
why are we not also at least limiting the number
of people that can be at other campus events,
such as the Freshman Olympics?
So, while these campus events are fun,
having them while classes are forced online and
sports are delayed seems somewhat tone deaf.
Of course these fun events are important, but
they are also dangerous because they increase
the risk of spreading COVID-19. Whatever
your thoughts are about the actual danger of
this disease to college-aged individuals, one
thing you can’t argue is that these social events
increase the risk of infection, sending us all
home. This would cancel sports and, even more
importantly, lower the quality of education
we are all paying to receive. If such a thing
happened it would be a much bigger blow to
the Dordt campus community and to the level
of student engagement, than simply cancelling
these events.

It’s been a long day of classes and homework
and the world has got you down. Nothing is
going right today and you feel like curling up in
your tiny, hard, dorm bed and just staying there
forever. The harsh Iowa wind seems to be trying
to blow you off the sidewalk. Your stomach
rumbles. The Commons doesn’t open for a few
hours yet and the thought of eating there makes
you even more sad anyway. Then suddenly, you
come to a beautiful revelation. You can meet
the bros at the grille for a Defender sandwich!
Nothing warms the heart more than toasted
Defender sandwich on a pretzel bun. The melty
cheese, savory bacon, and the iconic defender
sauce come together in a tender embrace on
your taste buds. With the first bite, your sadness
melts away and the sunshine breaks through the
clouds and streams into the giant windows of
the Campus Center.
But the days of sunshine and defender sauce
are over.
Afternoon meal exchange has been nixed
and it is a source of great sadness to those of us
who remember the old days. Yes, you can still
get a Defender using cash or defender dollars,
but it goes without saying that students have
very limited amounts of both forms of currency.
The reason afternoon meal exchange has been
done away with is because it supposedly draws
too big of a crowd. However, all those who
would have normally gone to the Grille are now
forced to congregate in the Commons where it
is arguably harder to social distance at times
than at the Grille. Those who just want a meal to
go also must go to the Commons, causing even
more congestion. Getting meals to-go from the
commons takes a long time because you still go
through a line while at the grill you can order
remotely, swing by, and grab your Defendie.
Social distancing is still possible with a large
amount of people at the Grille due to the wide-

open space, including couch and patio seating.
While the grille provides a speedy option
for to-go meals, we should also keep in mind
the effect sharing a meal with others has on us
psychologically. Emotional health is especially
important right now with the chaos going on
around us and the lack of human interaction
we have been facing for the past few months.
Students have busy schedules, and sometimes
the only time we can sit and eat a meal with
others is in the middle of the afternoon.
According to the Mental Health Foundation,
“Mealtimes make people feel connected to
others,” something that has become harder to
do in recent times but is still vitally important.
And let us not forget the effect of the food
itself. “95% of your serotonin is produced in
your gastrointestinal tract,” a Harvard Health
Publishing article said, “it makes sense that the
inner workings of your digestive system don’t
just help you digest food, but also guide your
emotions.” Having a defender with the bros is
more important than you might think.
All that being said, I do understand that these
are different times and Dordt Dining is doing
their best. However, this decision needs some
reconsidering. Evening meal exchange is still
allowed (and for that we are very grateful) and
it is going just fine. The crowd that is drawn by
evening meal exchange could very possibly be
reduced by having an afternoon meal exchange
option. I am aware that there are many changes
we will just have to accept, but I beseech you
Dordt Dinning, bring back the Defendie for
meal exchange!

“Mulan” Review

Opinion
To Play or Not to Play?

Katie Ribbens – Staff Writer
For the first time, she is not silenced. For
the first time, she is not suppressed. For the
first time, she can show who she really is—a
warrior.
Disney’s long-awaited live-action remake of
the 1998 movie Mulan finally made its debut
on September 4. Instead of showing in theatres,
Disney+ subscribers can purchase the film
for $30. You might be wondering if it’s worth
watching, especially since Disney removed
some of the beloved characters and musical
numbers. I think it is.
		
Disney’s westernized animated Mulan
strayed from Chinese culture and values—the
very thing the film aimed to represent. Director
Niki Caro was careful to avoid repeating
her predecessor’s mistakes. She took time to
represent the values of Mulan’s honor-shame
culture: bringing disgrace unto one’s family is
a fate worse than death.
I felt the film did a wonderful job of
balancing Mulan’s duty to bring honor to her
family—something valued in Chinese culture—
while remaining true to herself—something
westernized cultures applaud. The audience
can identify with Mulan as she traverses a
difficult internal and external journey. Mulan
wants to bring honor to her family, but the rigid
gender roles make it difficult for her to find her
place. Women bring honor by becoming wives
while men bring honor by becoming warriors.
Mulan longs to bring honor to her family
by instead embracing her “chi”—the energy
that the greatest warriors wield. There’s just
one problem. Women are not allowed on the
battlefield—a breach punishable by death.
The film is also very engaging to watch. I
couldn’t tear my eyes from the breathtaking
naturescapes throughout the movie. The
cinematography is astounding. The colors,
scenes, and angles are all deliberate. Nothing
is done by accident. They even had a special
camera lens created for the shots in which
Mulan used her chi. Her sword also bears the
writing of prized Chinese virtues: loyalty,
bravery, truth—and, at the end of the movie,
dedication to family. It provided a helpful visual
for those unfamiliar with Chinese culture.
I think the reception of this live-action movie
also lays in how well it fulfills the original 1998
animation. It’s not a musical. Characters are
added and removed. I’m normally a stickler
for storylines following the original, but in this
case, I was pleasantly surprised. I think the
changes added to the film as they stayed true to
the overall message.
The songs and characters weren’t entirely
removed, just reborn—another theme the
movie repeatedly emphasizes. Familiar chords
of those beloved songs, such as “Reflection,”
guide the story. Instead of a literal cricket, we
meet a sweet soldier boy with the namesake
Cricket. The clever lyrics from “I’ll Make a
Man Out of You” and “A Girl Worth Fighting

page 7

Caleb Pollema – Staff Writer

Contributed Photo
For” are now delivered in dialogue. There’s
even a twist in the romantic department. Sadly,
Mushu, the wisecracking dragon, did not make
it into the movie. Since Chinese culture honors
the dragon, the silly sidekick was deemed too
offensive.
As a detail-oriented person, I also
appreciated that the movie did not brush over
some of the perplexing subplots. Like, how can
a woman truly disguise herself as a man? In the
animated film, the lines of Mulan’s face become
masculine as she dons a soldier’s attire—but
that’s hard to replicate in real life. Additionally,
the remake didn’t brush over the awkwardness
of a sheltered girl entering an all-male camp. It
was both humorous and enlightening to see how
Mulan navigated the pitfalls of her decision.
Lastly, I loved the touch Disney added of
having Mulan’s own father narrate the film.
It once more emphasizes the importance of
family, while balancing a potentially onesided, feminist movie. We see how her father
loves Mulan and wants her to strengthen her
chi, but he also wants to protect her from the
harsh reality of their culture’s values. He later
blames himself for her running away, likely
to her death; he felt that it was his fault for
encouraging her early in life. Later, he is able to
express both his love and pride for his warrior
daughter.
Mulan is a great movie for all ages. It is tame
enough for young children yet holds enough
depth to keep the attention of older members of
the audience. For fans of the original 1998 film,
the remake is worth watching.

To play, or not to play, that is the question.
This simple conundrum has transfixed the
sports world for the past six months. Should
sports be allowed? Can leagues put pro sports
teams in a bubble? Can universities accept
legal liability if they allow collegiate athletes to
compete?
These questions in their endless forms and
fashions has been presented to top executives
in pro sports all the way down to collegiate
athletic directors.
The NBA found a way to put its competition
inside a “bubble” in Orlando, Florida. The MLB
was less restrictive and have seen the occasional
postponement of games due to COVID-19. The
NFL is set to kick-off in a week’s time.
With all the pro sports seemingly finding a
way to “make it work”, the Power Five athletic
conferences of the NCAA and their decisions to
play in the fall have been shrouded in mystery.
There is no unified decision across the
NCAA. Instead, the choice has been left up to
the conference commissioners resulting in the
SEC, ACC, and Big 12 moving forward, but the
Pac-12 has postponed altogether.
However, one conference has quite literally
sat on the fence for the past two months.
They were quick to jump onto one side of the
argument and then quickly decided for no clear
reason to climb back over to other side.
Who are they? You guessed it, the Big Ten.
This situation has me frustrated. There is
clearly a lack of leadership and transparency
on behalf of the Big Ten commissioner, Kevin
Warren.
As an athlete myself and a beloved Nebraska
Cornhusker fan, I can empathize with having
your season abruptly postponed. It happened to
me as a Dordt baseball player last spring.
It is the worst feeling imaginable. It is hard
to put into words. You feel angry, sad, hurt, and
so many other emotions. The work you have put
in for months and even years to play a game you
love is taken away with the snap of a finger.
For many people in Big Ten country, no
sports—especially no football—is a pill that
cannot be swallowed.
The sidelines will remain silent and the
stadiums empty, college towns that boomed on
Saturdays in the fall will turn into ghost towns,
and their economies will take a huge hit.
For coaches, players, businesses, and fans,

this is something that you cannot get back.
The University of Iowa already cut four
entire sports programs. The University of
Nebraska furloughed and cut pay within their
athletic department.
The economic devastation that will occur
across the Midwest will be severe but also one
many fail to find reason with.
High school teams can play football in
Nebraska, yet the Huskers cannot.
The Cyclones will get a season, but the
Hawkeyes will not.
To be sure, people are disappointed and
angry, but their feelings are not baseless. The
above statements do not make sense.
If science were truly the deciding factor, then
the above statements would not hold true. To
play football at Iowa State, but not University
of Iowa makes no sense.
To be clear, COVID-19 is, of course, a very
real threat. I also believe members of the media
have oversaturated the news with its coverage.
Throughout history, sports have been steady.
Sports have been the constant that brings much
needed relief and entertainment amidst the
stresses of life.
The powers that be have failed to consider
the athlete.
What about the athlete who needed sports as
their motivation to get their degree?
What about the overlooked high school
football player from small town Iowa who
needed one more season to get one more look
from a college or pro scout?
What about the girl who dreamed of playing
collegiate volleyball, but will not get the chance
because her high school season was cancelled?
What about the athlete who has no family
structure and already struggled with their
mental health before the pandemic?
With all that many athletes are going
through, I am thankful the GPAC has moved
forward to offer fall sports, despite the Big Ten
and other conferences cancelling.
For every conference commissioner who has
had the audacity to cancel the season without
consulting their athletes first: why don’t you go
ask them what their thoughts are?
I think you would be amazed with their
answers.
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Empty stadiums and disappointed sports fans
were found across the country throughout this
spring and most of the summer.
The news of leagues, ranging from high
school to professional levels, cancelling or
postponing seasons have consumed the news
over the course of the past five months.
However, that narrative changed this past
weekend with the return of fall sports to Dordt
University, despite a delayed start to the season.
The fall sports seasons kicked off for cross
country and women’s volleyball on Saturday
with attendance restrictions and enhanced
protocols. Such guidelines were outlined in
a letter to Defender Nation sent out at the
beginning of the week from Dordt University
Director of Athletics, Ross Douma.
The volleyball triangular limited attendance to
families and a maximum of 75 Dordt students.
Masks were required for all spectators inside
the DeWitt. Cross country had similar, but not
as strict protocols, with the event being held
outdoors.

“We are hopeful our
patience and restraint
results in further
opportunities to have
more spectators as the
semester progresses,”
“We are hopeful our patience and restraint
results in further opportunities to have more
spectators as the semester progresses,” Douma
said.
Both the men’s and women’s cross-country
teams opened the day at 10:00am with the Dordt
University Sunflower Opener. Fans packed the
course to get a glimpse of one of the first NAIA
competitions of the year.
Sports were back. Finally.
The women started the morning by placing
first in the meet with an average time of
19:06.51 for each runner.
Dordt sophomore, Taylor Anema placed first
in the event among GPAC teams with a time of
18:37.51.
The men’s team continued the strong start
with a first-place finish of their own in the
meet. Dordt’s top runner, Davis Tebben, ran a
25:40.85, and placed first in the event.
The Defenders’ top four men’s runners,
Tebben, Eric Steiger, Franklin Reinders, and
Nic Veldhorst, all placed within the top 12 of
the entire meet.
The day was a perfect start to a season that has
been anything but certain.

“We talked going into this meet that we needed
to race like this may be our only opportunity
to race this year,” said head coach, Nate Wolf.
“Both teams responded to that idea and started
the year off very strong.”
Not only athletes, but also fans have been
waiting for with great anticipation for the
start of the fall sports season. This can be said
of Dordt senior, Cole Evans, who is a close
friend and roommate of Dordt runner, Franklin
Reinders.
“I always enjoy watching Frank run because
it’s something he loves doing,” Evans said. “It
makes me happy to see him happy.”
The momentum of a great day would continue
for Dordt Athletics as the action transitioned
inside to the Dewitt gymnasium for the home
opener for the women’s volleyball team.
The Defenders took on the visiting Eagles of
Northwestern University from Minneapolis in
front of the small crowd of family, friends, and
a limited number of students.
The Eagles came out with the victory in the
first set after scoring the final five points of the
set to win, 25-20.
Dordt regrouped and returned the favor by
scoring the final five points of the second set
after a 20-20 tie. The Defenders would win the
set by a final of 25-20.
That momentum propelled the Defenders to a
25-20 victory in set three with a kill by Jessi De
Jager to end the set.
Dordt ended the match in four sets with the
final set coming down to extra points. De Jager
led the Defenders with 10 kills and Karsyn
Winterfeld added eight.
With the victory, the Defenders moved to 1-0
on the season. Dordt will begin conference play
immediately – with their next match coming
against Dakota Wesleyan as they try to build off
the momentum of the victory in the opener.
“We’ve been working so hard up until this
moment,” said senior libero, Hannah Connelly.
“I was ready to showcase all we’d been working
on in the practice gym! It was a long time
coming, and a lot of effort went in to making
this first gameday happen.”
Head coach Chad Hanson was proud of
the way his team battled through a highlycompetitive match, especially with all the work
that went into making the night possible.
“We are truly grateful for tonight and hopeful
for a wonderful week ahead as we prepare to
open conference play,” Hanson said.
Despite the restrictions and protocols,
Defender athletics are back in action. Athletes
and fans alike are grateful for the opportunity to
return to the course, court, and field.
Sports are back. Finally.

Caleb M. S. – Staff Writer
Welcome back from the longest spring break
of our lives, made longer by the fact it seemed
most artists decided the past five months didn’t
exist and were under no obligation to put out
new music. Of course, some of the more alt/
underground artists released some phenomenal
albums (Perfume Genius in May, Jessi Ware
in June, and Fireboy DML in the past month),
but by and large, the powerhouses of the music
industry remained silent.
I can’t speak for everyone’s quarantine
experience, but my attitudes over the last half
year can be distilled to three main movements:
confusion and depression, wistful longing, and
righteous social-justice anger. And what do you
know, there is an album for each!
Quarantine stage one: confusion and
depression. The early months of relative
isolation filled me with dread, confusion, and
loneliness. Who was out there experiencing
the same thing? The 1975: British rock icons,
proponents of weirdness, and possessors of
great hair. The most recent album from Matty
Healy and the gang is confusing, convoluted,
angry, sad, and introspective. Its strengths lie in
the lyrical content of Healy’s musings, which
range from straight pissed off to defeated.
His artistry is showcased best on the second
track, “People:” a ridiculously fast paced and
aggressive song, calling for civil disobedience.
The weaknesses of the project are apparent
by one simple metric: the runtime. Notes on a
Conditional Form is an hour and twenty minutes
long, and an unjustified hour and twenty
minutes at that. Healy injects the project with
instrumental tracks, genre-bending interludes,
and frankly confusing songs.

Contributed Photo
about the inclusion of Bon Iver in the album.
Swift knew full well what she was doing and
Bon Iver solidifies the maturity of Folklore.
Despite my praise of the assistance from
the two male artists on this album, Swift is
unquestionably the artistic superstar here.
Quarantine stage three: righteous socialjustice anger. America mourned and writhed
in pain following the murder of George Floyd
and rap duo Run The Jewels raged alongside the
nation. The artists expedited their album release
to drop shortly after Floyd’s murder by police
and made it free to all listeners. As with previous
projects, the content of RTJ4 is overtly political,
abrasive, and delightfully old-school. Atlanta
absolutely drips off the album– El-P and Killer
Mike are in top form, lyrically and musically.
Themes include police brutality, late stage
capitalism, camaraderie, and personal liberties.
Inversely to Notes on a Conditional Form, the
album’s potency is greatly strengthened by the
tight runtime of thirty-nine minutes.

JUST LISTEN TO THESE:
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Quarantine stage two: wistful longing. My
early to midsummer found me pining after
experiences with friends and fantasizing what
I would do when this darn pandemic ended.
Taylor Swift and Folklore accompanied me
through this stage of life. Since Lover, Swift
shifted personas again and matured in content
and production value. Her artistry on Folklore
is greatly boosted by producer Jack Antonoff frontman of Bleachers and the producer behind
Lorde’s Melodrama, among others. Swift’s
storytelling and lyrical mastery absolutely
SHINE on Folklore, and despite a mild genre
shift, the artist feels perfectly at home in the
more chilled-out project. Additionally, I could
not properly write this review without raving

People- The 1975
Jesus Christ 2005 God Bless
America- The 1975
the 1- Taylor Swift
exile- Taylor Swift
illicit affairs- Taylor Swift
yankee and the brave (ep. 4)- Run
The Jewels
ooh la la- Run The Jewels
holy calamaf***- Run The Jewels
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