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Iron Sharpens Iron: Co-Teaching in a Teacher Education Program

Abstract

Recently the Education department at Dordt College revamped its program. We were implementing co-
teaching during our year-long student teaching experience for seniors, but we felt it would be more
effective if students had experience with co-teaching before being one of the main participants. As
changes were discussed, we were challenged to look for opportunities to implement co-teaching so
students would benefit from it as a student as well as seeing it modeled and explained. As a result of this,
Ed Starkenburg and Gwen Marra have been co-teaching an undergraduate Children’s and Adolescent
Literature course. They will share their experiences of implementing the various strategies and data they
have collected from students who have taken the course. Planning, instruction, and assessment ideas will
be shared.

Keywords
student teachers, master teachers, planning, instruction

Disciplines
Educational Methods | Teacher Education and Professional Development

Comments

Presented at the first National Conference on Co-Teaching held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, from October
26-28,2016.

This conference presentation is available at Dordt Digital Collections: https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/
faculty_work/632


https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/faculty_work/632
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/faculty_work/632

Co-Teaching in a Teachr

~ Education Program




T IIIITTTTITIETEEE SIS IS,




inning...

In the beg






i
|
3
3
s
I
i
3
3
I
|
B
B
|

o
— R G
U O
o C
x
SE
gt
C o
c Y
32
gy
oY
Oa
o QL
c 3
= v
25
)
g
P
S 2
(Vg
c
W._L
O
Pal




() ¥s
O[O.3




Mentor:

,,,,,

Intern:
| for the teaching
as structured,

,,,,,



Site and College Coordinator Reflections on

Co-teaching

Site Coordinator:

College Coordinators:
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Four Pathways to Student Teach
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So Iron Sharpens Iron in the Student Teaching

Context....
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Previously this course was

edits per semester
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EDUC 155 Children & Adolescent Literature

Co-Teach
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EDUC 155 with Co-Teach
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What do students say?

oth of the professor's
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What do course evaluations tell us?

IDEA
Diagnostic
Report
Form

Spring 2016

Your Average Scores

A. Progress on Relevant
Objectives '

Three objeclives were selected as

ralevant (important or Essential -see

Overall Ratings
B. Excellent Teacher 45
4.1

C. Excellent Course 4.7 :

D, Averageof B & C H
Summary Evaluation
{Aversge of A & D)’ A8 § A

*11 you are comparing Progress on Relevant Objeclives

fram on@ instructor to another, use tha converted
average.

ZThe process for compuling Progress on Relevant
Objectives for the Discipline and Inslitution was
modified on May 1, 2006. Do nat compare thasa
results with reports generated prior to this date.

Much Highser
Highest 10%
63 or highe

Your Converted Average When Compared to
All Classes in the IDEA Database

Overall Ratings Summary

Evaluation
B. Excellent | C. Excellent | D. Average
- {nv'r.g. 0'

| Raw | Ad). | Raw | Ad). |

IDEA Discipline used for comparison:
Teacher Education, Specilic Academic & Vocational Pregrams




IDEA form before Co-teaching

Your Average
(5-point scale)

JEA UJZ

A S e

Raw | Adj.

A. Progress on Relevant
Objectives '

Five objectives were selecied as

relevant (Important or Essential

- 8e8 page 2)

Comparison
Category

A. Progress
on Relevant
Objectives

Overall Ratings

B. Excellent
Teacher

C. Excellent
Course

D. Average
ofB&C

Summary
Evaluation
{Average of

A & D)

Raw = Adj.

Raw | Adj.

Raw | Adj.

Raw | Adj.

Raw | Adj.

Much Higher
Highest 10%
{63 or higher)

Overall Ratings

B. Excellent Teacher

Higher
Neaxt 20%
{56-62)

C. Excellent Course

D. AverageofB& C

Similar
Middle 40°%
{45-55)

Summary Evalualion
(Average of A& D) '

4.0

Lower
Next 20%
(38-44)

e you are comparing Progress on Relevant

Objectives from one instructor to another, use the

Much Lower
Lowest 10%
{37 ar lower)




What Next?
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