
Dordt Digital Collections Dordt Digital Collections 

Faculty Work Comprehensive List 

10-26-2015 

"Digital Natives" or "The Dumbest Generation?" "Digital Natives" or "The Dumbest Generation?" 

David J. Mulder 
Dordt College, david.mulder@dordt.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/faculty_work 

 Part of the Christianity Commons, Communication Technology and New Media Commons, and the 

Education Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Mulder, D. J. (2015). "Digital Natives" or "The Dumbest Generation?". Retrieved from 
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/faculty_work/416 

This Conference Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by Dordt Digital Collections. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Faculty Work Comprehensive List by an authorized administrator of Dordt Digital 
Collections. For more information, please contact ingrid.mulder@dordt.edu. 

http://www.dordt.edu/
http://www.dordt.edu/
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/faculty_work
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/faculty_work?utm_source=digitalcollections.dordt.edu%2Ffaculty_work%2F416&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1181?utm_source=digitalcollections.dordt.edu%2Ffaculty_work%2F416&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/327?utm_source=digitalcollections.dordt.edu%2Ffaculty_work%2F416&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=digitalcollections.dordt.edu%2Ffaculty_work%2F416&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/faculty_work/416?utm_source=digitalcollections.dordt.edu%2Ffaculty_work%2F416&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ingrid.mulder@dordt.edu


"Digital Natives" or "The Dumbest Generation?" "Digital Natives" or "The Dumbest Generation?" 

Abstract Abstract 
A common part of the conversation about Millenials is to describe them as exceptionally technologically-
savvy; some have called them "digital natives." But research does not bear this out; people of older 
generations can be equally tech-savvy, and while many Millenials love their phones and social media, etc., 
the reality is that all of us are acculturated into a particular era of technology, and members of each 
generation can exhibit a range of comfort and skill working with different technologies. 
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¡  I	  have	  been	  researching	  pre-‐service	  teachers	  
specifically.	  Does	  this	  ring	  true	  for	  students	  in	  
your	  discipline?	  

¡  Should	  we	  expect	  students	  to	  learn	  to	  do	  it	  
“our	  way,”	  or	  should	  we	  expect	  to	  teach	  in	  
“their	  way?”	  

¡  Are	  your	  students	  learners?	  Are	  you	  a	  
learner?	  
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