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"Digital Natives" or "The Dumbest Generation?" "Digital Natives" or "The Dumbest Generation?" 

Abstract Abstract 
A common part of the conversation about Millenials is to describe them as exceptionally technologically-
savvy; some have called them "digital natives." But research does not bear this out; people of older 
generations can be equally tech-savvy, and while many Millenials love their phones and social media, etc., 
the reality is that all of us are acculturated into a particular era of technology, and members of each 
generation can exhibit a range of comfort and skill working with different technologies. 
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¡  I	
  have	
  been	
  researching	
  pre-­‐service	
  teachers	
  
specifically.	
  Does	
  this	
  ring	
  true	
  for	
  students	
  in	
  
your	
  discipline?	
  

¡  Should	
  we	
  expect	
  students	
  to	
  learn	
  to	
  do	
  it	
  
“our	
  way,”	
  or	
  should	
  we	
  expect	
  to	
  teach	
  in	
  
“their	
  way?”	
  

¡  Are	
  your	
  students	
  learners?	
  Are	
  you	
  a	
  
learner?	
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