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S DORDT CAMPAIGN AIM IS 

PLANTING FOR THE FUTURE
In March, Dordt publicly launched “Planting for the Future,” the largest 
capital campaign in the institution’s history with a goal of fundraising $90 
million dollars by year-end 2023.
“Our world needs a place like Dordt 
University to equip our students, alumni, 
and community to work toward Christ-
centered renewal in all areas of life,” says 
President Erik Hoekstra. “Dordt has a 
long history of people giving sacrifi cially, 
which enabled Dordt to be established 
back in 1955, and has allowed us to 
arrive where we are today. With this 
campaign, we want to continue to make 
Dordt a place that can develop eff ective 
kingdom citizens who can serve in a 
world in need of wisdom.”

The campaign includes three areas of 
focus: leading in innovative programs, 
living and learning in Christian 
community, and increasing access.

The fi rst area, innovative programs, 
includes raising $29 million in funds to 
support new on-campus agriculture 
and nursing spaces. These two majors 
are among Dordt’s fi ve largest majors, 
and their new facilities help support 
academic excellence. Additionally, these 
funds will strengthen Dordt’s research 
institute, academic centers, and support 
for faculty.

The second element of the campaign 
focuses on the campus community, 
which supports the expansion and 
remodel of the B.J. Haan Auditorium, 
renovations to the De Witt Gymnasium, 

the building of the American State Bank 
Sports Complex, and a new dining 
commons. The fundraising goal for these 
spaces is $36 million.

“The campaign is readying us 
academically, as well as in our campus 
infrastructure, to continue to grow,” says 
Hoekstra.

The third and fi nal piece, increasing 
access, consists of $25 million 
designated to increasing access to 
a Dordt education through student 
scholarship support, and planned giving, 
to secure Dordt’s future by growing the 
endowment.

“We want to have more students 
experience the kind of life-changing 
education that happens at Dordt, making 
a Dordt education within their reach,” 
says Hoekstra.

To date, the initial phase of the campaign 
has led to $70 million in cash and pledge 
gifts.

“We’ve been overwhelmed with the 
response of the donor community so 
far,” says John Baas, vice president for 
advancement. “Many have given more 
than we dared expect from them.”

Donors can choose to designate 
their gifts to a specifi c area within 

the campaign. One recent gift to the 
campaign will help to bolster the athletic 
aspect of Dordt’s community. A $4 
million gift from First PREMIER Bank and 
PREMIER Bankcard was given in honor 
of Dordt alumnus Dave Rozenboom 
(’85), president of First PREMIER Bank 
in Sioux Falls, and his family. The gift 
will provide extensive renovations to 
Dordt’s Recreation Center and De Witt 
Gymnasium. When completed, the 
combined facilities will be named the 

LEARN MORE
To learn more about 
the campaign or 
support with a gift, 
visit Dordt.edu/
planting-voice. For 
questions regarding the campaign, 
contact Janna.Hulstein@dordt.
edu. 

Shown is an artist's rendering of the B.J. Haan Auditorium 
renovation and expansion.
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FACULTY 
NOTES
Professor of
Engineering Dr. 
Ethan Brue recently 
co-published a book 
titled A Christian 
Field Guide for 
Engineers and Designers. The 
book is available for purchase 
through ivpress.
com/a-christian-fi eld-guide-to-
technology-for-engineers-and-
designers.

Professor of
Mathematics Dr. Tom 
Clark published a 
paper titled “Stipends 
Successfully Swell 
Circle” in the Journal 
of Math Circles. 

In December,
Professor of 
Education Dr. Abby 
De Groot graduated 
with a doctorate in 
Education (Ed.D.) 
from the University of Florida’s 
Teachers, Schools, and Society 
program. Her dissertation was 
entitled “Integrating an Inquiry 
Cycle Focused on Culturally 
Sustaining Pedagogy into Teacher 
Candidate Internships.”

Professor of Nursing
Melanie Wynja 
presented “How to 
Make the One-Man 
Band Sound like an 
Orchestra” at the 
Society for Simulation in 
Healthcare in Los Angeles, 
California. The workshop was 
intended for smaller simulation 
centers where various roles of the 
simulation team are fulfi lled by 
one person.

In December, Professor of Social 
Work Dr. Tara Boer completed 
her Doctor of Social Work degree 
from Tulane University. 

Instructor of Music
Ariel Detwiler
presented “Common 
Bassoon 
Performance Issues 
and How to Fix 
Them” for the Minnesota 
Midwinter Clinic in February. 

Rozenboom Family Athletic Center.

“I am so humbled by this generous 
gift from PREMIER,” Rozenboom says. 
“Dordt was instrumental in shaping 
my world and life view, so it’s truly an 
honor to have our family recognized 
by both my employer and my alma 
mater. Dordt has had a transformative 
impact on our immediate and 
extended family, and it is our hope 
and prayer that this gift will further 
enhance the impact that Dordt is able 
to have on its students for generations 
to come.”

Baas says the Rozenboom gift is 
exceptional.

“I think the neatest thing about it is that 

the gift was given by his employer and 
coworkers because of their appreciation 
for him, his work, and the way he goes 
about it,” says Baas. “Dave is a great 
example of a Dordt graduate who is 
serving as an eff ective kingdom citizen.”

The campaign will go on the road 
starting in fall 2022, with events taking 
place around the country for Defender 
Nation to participate in. 

“I am excited to talk with members of 
Defender Nation and refl ect on our 
strong history and discuss plans for 
our future,” says Hoekstra. “When we 
all come together, we can do amazing 
things for the kingdom.” 

BETHANY VAN VOORST
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Pictured is the north side of the new Dining Commons, which will connect the Campus 
Center and the B.J. Haan Auditorium.

The Rozenboom Family Athletic Center will undergo a series of renovations, including 
lobby improvements.
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