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Dr. John Zwart Is fascinated by
physics. He hopes to Increase the
numbers of students who share tbat
fascination by providing interesting
experiments easily done In high school
science classrooms.

Zwart hopes to spread love for physics
"My aim is to help
high school science
teachers who don't
have much of a
background in
physics," says
Zwart.

Sally Jongsma

With
a slight smirk,
Dr. John Zwart admits that
his Dordt College Studies Institute project is "slightly selfserving." Zwart would love to
have more good physics
students than he or most other
college professors presently
have, students who share his
enthusiasm for the workings
of the physical world. To help
cultivate such students, Zwart
is writing a lab manual for use
in high school physics classes.
"There is a problem with
physics teaching
in high
school," says Zwart. "Less
than 100 people per year in the
United States graduate with
secondary education degrees
in physics."
Consequently
many people whose preparation is weak in the area are
drafted
to teach physics
courses.
To compound the problem,
many high school physics
laboratory manuals are difficult to understand and require extensive laboratory
equipment. Teachers in small
schools, including most Christian high schools, who don't
have physics training or wellequipped labs, have a difficult
task. "My aim is to help high
school science teachers who
don't
have much of a
background in physics," says
Zwart.
Although for many people,

physics is a difficult subject,
Zwart feels that it is in physics
that the underlying order in
creation can most easily be
seen. Part of the challenge of
the task, he says, is to clearly
show the role of the Creator in
physics. He is convinced that
with the increasing impact of
technology on our lives, it is
crucial for Christians
to
understand
technological
fields. "In part, my work is
tutorial in nature, educating
the teachers as well as providing them with tools for
teaching.' ,
The lab manual, to be used
in addition to a text, will begin
with a section on how to conduct and analyze physics experiments. Zwart is currently
in the process of compiling 50
to 60 experiments to include in
the booklet. His aim is to provide experiments that make
use of equipment schools
already have in stock or that
are readily and inexpensively
available. At least one of the
experiments has already been
published in the journal The
Physics Teacher.
With each experiment Zwart
will give additional information for teachers outlining
common pitfalls, how to make
the apparatus, and how to do
it cheaply. Since different
schools have different equipment and needs, Zwart wants
to include enough variety to
allow teachers to choose those
experiments that best suit their

needs.
Throughout
the project
Zwart has worked closely with
high school teachers. At the
beginning he sent out a questionnaire to physics teachers in
all of the CSI District 5 and 6
high schools. "I wanted to
find out if physics was taught,
how often, and what texts
were used," says Zwart. He
also asked if there were particular
topics
on which
teachers felt they could use a
lab experiment to help the
students better understand the
topic and if they were interested in working further
with him on this project.
"I received responses from
everyone I wrote," Zwart
said. Most were eager to work
together and many listed
topics about which they would
like information.
In some
cases Zwart was able to send
them information that would
be helpful in their classesimmediately, in other cases he
used their ideas to decide
which experiments to include
in the manual.
An important benefit of the
whole project, says Zwart, is
the interaction he has had with
high school teachers.
By
following up on the questionnaires, by giving presentations
to several high school physics
classes, and by attending
meetings of the Iowa section
of the American Association
of Physics Teachers, he has
established a network for com-

bining his expertise in physics
with the pedagogical expertise
of high school teachers. At
present, he and a professor of
physics at Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa, are
thinking about setting up a
physics teachers' discussion
group to give local teachers the
opportunity to share ideas and
learn from each other.
Response to Zwart's work
has been encouraging so far.
Teachers who have received
information are appreciative.
Following a demonstration on
superconductivity at one high
school, Zwart received a letter
from a student interested in
engineering and aeronautics.
He wrote, "Your demonstration and the visit I had with
you were very helpful and
much appreciated."
Zwart hopes to complete the
manual by next school year. In
the meantime he is finishing
the writing and will send it to
other teachers for critique.
Although he is working closely
with teachers in Christian high
schools, eventually he hopes to
publish the manual and make
it available to the broader
community
of
physics
teachers.
"Unfortunately,
many students and teachers of
science feel that Christians are
not capable of doing 'good'
science," says Zwart. "I hope
that publication
of this
planned laboratory manual
can, in some small way, serve
to witness to that group."
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Dordt makes u.s. News
list of 125 top schools
Dordt

College

has

been named among America's

best colleges in the October 10
issue of the "U.S. News and
World Report."
Dordt College was ranked
21st among 418 "regional
liberal-arts colleges" nationwide. "Regional liberal arts
colleges" is one of five
categories used by "U.S.
News" to divide colleges and
universities

according

to size

and purpose.
This

"Dordt College was
ranked 21st among
418 'regional liberalarts colleges'
natlonwlde. , ,

year,

News"

used, for the first time, objective data to arrive at its annual
ranking of American colleges
and universities. The magazine
evaluated
data
in four
"critical

For comprehensive, smallcomprehensive,
and regional

liberal-arts colleges, student
selectivity was judged on the
percentage of freshmen in the
top 25 percent of their
graduating class.
Faculty
quality
was
measured by the share of fulltime faculty with doctorate
degrees, the student-to-faculty
ratio, and the per-student instructional budget.
."U .S.

"U.S.

academic

areas:

quality of the student body as
determined by the school's
selectivity, strength of the
faculty and teaching, extent of
resources, and ability to retain
students through graduation."

AMERICXS
BEST COlLEGES

I

News"

THE TOP 125 SCHOOLS RATED BY STUDENT SELECTIVITY,
FACULTY QUALITY AND ACADEMIC ReSOURCES
PLIJS OUR SeRVEY

OF COLLEGE

PRESIDENTS

A:-.ID DEANS

measured

resources based upon the endowment per student and the
library budget per student.
Finally, the magazine took
into account both the percentage of freshmen who return
as sophomores and the percentage
of freshmen
who
graduate
with bachelor's
degrees in four years.
Scores in each of these areas
were averaged according to a
formula worked out by "U.S.

News"

in consultation

with

college officials and education
experts. Quality of the faculty
and student
body were
counted more heavily in the
formula, because it "Is considered the key to educational
excellence. "
The data used to arrive at
the ran kings were taken
primarily from the Annual

Survey of Colleges done by the
College Board, a nonprofit
organization of 2500 colleges,
schools,
and educational
associations.
The
five
categories used to divide institutions according to size and
purpose
are based
on
guidelines established by the
Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching. 0

fRoM THE PRESIDENT
A

college such as
Dordt College must be very
sensitive to the wishes and
desires of young people-especially prospective students
who are juniors and seniors in

J.B. Huls'

high school.
For that reason Dordt has
recently conducted a number
of student surveys. In the
surveys we have asked what is
most important
to young
people in their choice of a college. Some of us, myself included, expected the responses
to show that the perspective or
confessional direction of the
college was most important.
But the answers indicated that
what prospective students are
looking for is quality in education.

The fact that young people
are' looking for qthility in
education should not surprise
us. They recognize that they
are not going to be able to face
the challenges of our demanding, complex

, 'Prospective
students are looking
for quality in
education. "

society without

high quality education. Nor
should this desire for quality
discourage us. To the contrary, as a Christian college,
we should be on the forefront
of institutions seeking to provide education
that truly
qualifies students to meet the
challenges of contemporary
society.

Dordt College does provide
education of high quality. At

the same time, it is working
hard to maintain and enhance
the quality of its academic
program--in a number of
ways.
First, Dordt is preparing to
announce the initiation of a
new fund raising effort called
the New Horizons Campaign.
In the campaign literature we
state that Dordt "stands on
the threshold of becoming a
truly outstanding institution
of higher learning in every
respect,"

and that we intend

"to move Dordt College from
the threshold to the realization
of its greater potential" by
means of the New Horizons
Campaign. By means of the
campaign we hope to raise
$7,300,000 which will be used
for new facilities and equipment, subsidizing the operational fund, debt reduction,
and expansion of the general
endowment.
Second, Dordt is placing
greater emphasis upon faculty
development. Through faculty
development we seek to advance the education and the
training of the faculty--by
financing advanced study, attendance at conferences, and
assignments in the Studies Institute. We are also concerned
to assist faculty members in
the classroom, so that they
may develop in the art of
teaching
and instruction.
Therefore the deans spend
much time with the members

of their divisions discussing
ways in which instruction in
the
classroom
can
be
improved.
Third, Dordt is concerned
to improve the quality of its
academic
programs.
The
General
Education
Requirements (GER) are being
reviewed to make sure that
they do indeed provide the
students with the required
educational
foundation.
During the past year the social
work program was certified by
the Association
of Social
Work
Educators.
The
engineering department has
begun a process whereby it
hopes to be certified by the
Accrediting
Board
for
Engineering and Technology.
This past summer the
agriculture
department
evaluated each of its offerings
and is in the process of
presenting a program that will
capitalize on the opportunities
for experience and experimentation
available
at the
Agriculture
Stewardship
Center. During this coming
academic year the education
department will be working
with its divisional dean to
upgrade the teacher education
program, in order to meet the
increased requirements
for
certification that are being set
by the State of Iowa. These are
just a few examples of how
Dordt sees to it that its
students receive education of

high quality.
Fourth, and most importantly, .Dordt is committed to
the development of a program
that is truly Reformed.
Recognizing the truth of the
dictum, "To be Reformed is
to be reforming,"
faculty
members,

departments,

and

divisions are in constant
discussion as to how the
various elements in the curriculum may more clearly
reflect a Reformed perspective.

Is this commitment important for quality education? Indeed, for a quality program
fulfills the purpose for which
it was established.
The
academic program of Dordt
College has as its purpose the
greater expression of the
kingdom of God. This will
happen, we believe, only if
Dordt is truly, consistently
Reformed.
No, the fact that young
people desire education of
high quality should not surprise us or discourage us. Instead it should stimulate us to
make available to our students
excellent facilities and equipment, a well-qualified faculty,
a solid academic program, and
a clearly Reformed perspective.

Come to think of it,
anything less than education
of high quality is not really
worthy
of
the
name
Christian.
0

Politics, elections, and Christian responsibility

Setting parameters for Christian political participation
Donald E. Klnl

Nineteen
hundred
eighty eight is the first
presidential election year since
1968 in which no incumbent is
eligible for reelection. The
quest for the nomination in
both parties has been hotly
contested. Here in Iowa, more
than a dozen candidates campaigned, half of them stopping
to speak at Dordt College,
seeking
support
in the
February precinct caucuses.
From Iowa to New Hampshire, from Dixie to California, their number was "whit-

tled down" so that by June the
choices were clear. Michael
Dukakis and George Bush had
amassed the necessary support
to claim victory and choose
running mates before their
party conventions this summer.

But today, as we find
ourselves in the final weeks of
this presidential campaign,
how do we assess the parties
and candidates? What do we
think about Dukakis and
Bush, about the Republican
and Democratic agendas, and
about our responsibilities as
Christians? As a political
scientist and frequent participant in electoral politics, I
struggle with these kinds of
questions every election. I
have concluded that any attempt to answer depends on
our response to a more central
question. "How do we exercise our responsibilities as
citizens in the light of the
Word of God for politics?"
While the answer is not going
to be precisely the same for
everyone, I believe there are
some considerations that set
parameters for our political

participation
as Christians.
Let me suggest a few and
relate them to our current elections.
The first and most fundamental consideration that
should guide our participation
is that we are stewards of
God's creation called to serve
in Christ's kingdom as citizens.
To be a citizen is to hold an
"office" with its accompanying duties.
Fulfilling this office of
citizen requires participating
in the political system in which
we live. So, in a democracy
such as ours where government is based on the regular
expression of the voice of the
people, we have a responsibility to communicate our opinions through all legitimate
channels. This includes but is
not limited to voting.
Democracies have a wide
range of means for influencing
the political system. Freedom
of speech,
freedom
of
assembly, and freedom of
organization are constitutionally guaranteed. We must
all learn to use the available
avenues of influence in order
to more fully participate in the
public debate.
Although
acknowledging
our duty as citizens is the first
step, we cannot work in
politics in a biblically responsible manner until we begin to
think ChristianJy about the role
of the state and our task in it.
This requires that we try to
filter out the subtle influences
of our secular culture. The second consideration, then, is
that the politics of the Christian citizen not conform to
prevailing political ideologies
but be transformed
by a
biblical understanding of the
proper role of the state.

In American politics today
this means rejecting the dominant liberal/conservative,
Repu blican/Democra
tic
paradigms and evaluating all
policies and candidates by the
biblical standard of justice.
This clears the way for the
Christian citizen to rise above
ideological debates and focus
on how the state and its officeholders can promote justice.
Whether a vice-presidential
candidate mollifies the wing of
the party is of little consequence, for example, but
whether
he
or
she
demonstrates a commitment
to serve the public in truth and
justice is of utmost importance. Yet, it is amazing how
infrequently these values are
voiced or applied. If citizens
banded together and demanded that higher standards be
met, it would send shock
waves through the halls of
power.
This is where the "rubber
meets the road" if we expect
to bring redemption to the
political arena. Supporting
organizations like the Association for Public Justice (APJ)
and Citizens for Public Justice
(CP J) that are attempting to
identify and reflect a Christian
approach to politics will lay
the necessary groundwork.
But each of us must also try to
elevate our political discussions to a higher plane, where
biblical norms like justice,
righteousness,
and shalom
take
precedence
over
pragmatism, partisanship, and
ideology. The third consideration is derived from the fact
that Christians are members of
a universal body of believers
dispersed over the whole
world, but united by a common faith.
So Christian
brothers and sisters in Asia,
Africa, Latin America, the
Soviet Union-or wherever two
or three are gathered in His
name-share

a common

mis-

sion. The kingdom of God
knows no national boundaries, and as Christians we
are truly international citizens.

Christianity promotes a global
vision that extends throughout
God's

creation.

From Sioux

Center to Santiago, Chicago
to Chengdu, Johannesburg to
Jakarta, or wherever God's
people are in need, Christians
must be reaching out with
peace, love, compassion, and
concern.

Donald E.

King tea<:hes poUticai scIence at Dordt.

Such a vision requires a
significant reorientation in our
thinking
because it runs
counter to the most powerful
ideology of our time, na·tionalism.
While
it is

legitimate to respect our national identity, we must be
establishing
contacts
with
Christians around the world
with whom we share a common religious identity. The existence of a transnational
Christian community is a
largely untapped resource in
creating understanding and
mediating international conflicts. We have to be aware
that the pursuit of our own
government's interests may
conflict with God's will for international politics and take
responsibility for redirecting
our country and its policies.
The fourth element useful in
analyzing politics is what I call
an eternal perspective. For
Christians, what is "here and

now" is only a small part of
reality. Life's source of meaning and value extends beyond
the pain and pleasures of
earthly existence. Material
prosperity and worldly success
do not represent the apex of
life's achievements,

nor does

death represent the greatest
evil and end of being.
An awareness of the eternal
rooted in the promise of
everlasting life alters our
frame of reference. Such an
eternal perspective produces a
unique way of looking at a
wide variety of issues ranging
from war and capital punishment to medical ethics and environmental practices. It also
helps us maintain a proper
perspective on the outcome of
elections, congressional votes,
or Supreme Court nominations. We can redirect some of
our attention from the daily
political battles, often reduced
to a muddle by the media
anyway, to questions of basic
direction. As Jesus instructed
in the Sermon on the Mount,
we should first seek His
kingdom
and
His
righteousness and not be so
anxious about the details of
daily life.
The final consideration concerns the attitude we bring to
the political process. It is important that we approach
political involvement with
humility. Too often we become
so convinced that our candidate or view on an issue is

right that we endorse a party,
person, or cause without
acknowledging any shortcomings. This precipitates the unfortunate situation seen in
many elections where committed Christians line up on opposing sides, zealously extol-

Georxe Busb and Mkbael Dukalds
both ylsJted Dordl's

campus prior 10

jhe Iowa caucuses.

"We should begin
now by using
the occasion of an
election year and the
interest it generates
to highlight how a
biblical perspective
on contemporary

ling the "Christian" virtues of

politics differs from

their chosen party and/or candidate.

what is available

continued on page 4

today."
3

Dordt prof is delegate to national convention
"His

sense of

Christian political
responsibility is also
what propelled him
to become involved
in this year's
presidential
campaign.' ,

Sally Joapma

"E

eryone should
go sometime in their life," was
Professor Richard Hodgson's
reaction after returning from a
national political convention
this summer. Hodgson, who
teaches planetary sciences at
Dordt,
attended
the
Democratic National Convention as a delegate from Iowa.
Hodson says that what impressed him most about the
convention was the sense of
mission that delegates from all
over the United States took to
Atlanta. Atlanta delegates, he
says, were concerned about
what they saw as major issues
in our society today: The
growing numbers of disadvantaged people in the United
States, the state of our educational system, and the need for
peace in our world.
"I was struck by the crosssection of America that was
represented on the convention
floor--native
Americans,
whites from almost every
European heritage, blacks,
Asian Americans. There was a
good sense of wanting to work
together," he says.
That same sense of mission
is what brought Hodgson to
the convention. As a Christian
Hodgson is convinced that it is
his responsibility to participate
in the political process, and he
has been actively doing so
since his college days.
"In college I was a Young
Republican," Hodgson says.
In fact, at Swarthmore College
he was the leader of the Young
Republicans at the same time
that Michael Dukakis led the
Young Democrats. Since that
time, however, he has become

At • coafere.a last winter In 51010:
Center, APJ brougbt In eK:pertson the
media, cblld care, teen pregnancy, and
poHcy ma1dn&. TOletber with Chrisdan citizens tbey dJsc:uued a Cbrlstian
response to Issues facing our society.

more active in the Democratic
party because, in his eyes, the
Republican party has become
a party of the more well-to-do
and not as concerned with
issues such as civil rights,
social
welfare,
and environmental stewardship. As a

Christian Hodgson feels called
to be concerned about these
issues and he sees that concern
more
prevalent
in the
Democratic party than in the
Republican party.
His sense of Christian
political responsibility is also
what propelled him to become
involved
in this year's
presidential campaign. As a
former classmate of Dukakis
he committed himself to working for Dukakis' election very
early. "I know enough about
him to trust him," Hodgson
says. By committing himself
early Hodgson feels that he
can have more impact,
especially locally. "This is
especially true in Iowa where
communities are small and
there is good opportunity to
meet the candidates," he says.
At present Hodgson chairs the
Sioux County Democratic
Party.
How much impact he can
really have on the specific
issues of the campaign is hard
to determine. "But I feel I

disagrees with his party. "But
as responsible citizens we can-

not base our vote on only one

must do as much as I can," he

issue,"

says. Over the past year
Hodgson has corresponded
with Dukakis on several occasions about issues he feels are
important. One area he feels
strongly about is the need for
encouraging
a "stewardly
society."
"New problems
seem to be arising almost daily," says Hodgson. He cites
the current problem with
radon gas that is seeping into
homes in many parts of the
country, the effects of acid

of life occurs in many ways,
none of them right, and those
issues must be addressed, too.
"Although there are no easy
answers, in the end Christians
must make choices based on
their understanding of their
Christian
responsibility,"
Hodgson says.
Although he firmly believes
in the need for Christians to be
involved politically, and in the
U.S. that means in the twoparty system, Hodgson sees a
need for Christians to work
together to present a more
unified witness to the world
around them. "Christians
need to discuss the issues
among themselves and ask
questions like 'What should
the role of the government be
toward poor people?' and
'What about the growing
disparity between rich and

rain,

toxic

wastes,

and the

"greenhouse effect."
Although Hodgson strongly
supports Dukakis, he is disappointed with the tone of both
of this year's campaigns. "The
ninth commandment tells us
not to bear false witness. That
includes telling half-truths,"
he says. As Christians we must
work to uphold that standard.
On the issue of abortion,
too,
Hodgson
strongly

he feels.

Destruction

poor?' " he says.

The Association for Public

Justice has a positive role to
play here, Hodgson feels. "It
is one of the brightest spots on
the horizon when it comes to
getting Christians to talk
about issues," he says. Personally he appreciates the
balance that he has seen in
position papers put out by
AP J. "Once you get into party
politics you get excited and
miss some things," he says.
"AP J has been able to stand

above partisan issues and do
some good work." He cites
the testimony on water quality
presented by a group of local
AP J members to the Iowa
legislature and the candidate
profiles published by AP J
earlier this year.
Responsible citizenship for
Hodgson means evaluating all
of the issues that affect our
lives and then making choices
based on that Christian
analysis.
"I
must
do
everything I can," he says,
"and from there leave it in
God's hands." He urges other
Christians to do the same. 0

Christians have a political responsibility

"Let's

make this

election day the
beginning of a
renewed commitment
to 'do justice, to
love kindness, and to
walk humbly with
the Lord.'
4

"

continued from page J
Such polarization may be
the product of legitimate differences, but when played out
in such a public fashion, it
dilutes the distinctive witness
of the Christian community. A
humble attitude enables us to
be involved in the politics of a
fallen world without being
controlled by it, and to support a party, program, or can-

didate without abandoning
our role as prophets.
In conclusion I would like to
make a few personal observations. The current condition of
American
politics
deeply

troubles

me, and I am less

than enthusiastic

about

the

choices we face on November

8. In my opinion, neither
presidential candidate deserves
an unqualified public endorsement by Christians because
both
have
significant

compelling

vision

for

what

Please do not misunderstand me. I am not suggesting
that as Christians we should
refrain
from voting
for
someone unless they meet
some ideal standard. Voting

politics, and about the mean-

weaknesses. There is a scarcity

is, after all, an expression

of capable, qualified leaders
committed to making the
public interest their first

preference.
We should begin by using

priority. Here in Iowa, where

year and the interest
it
generates to highlight how a
biblical perspective on contemporary
politics differs
from what is available today.
We can talk with friends,

we encountered most of the
prospective
presidential
nominees,

there were many

skiiled politicians, but not a
single leader who articulated a

families, and neighbors about

America.

the occasion

of

of an election

is most

important

in

ing of justice, and about how
we can be more responsible
citizens. We have no reason to

be apologetic about our views.
And unlike other involved
citizens this year, we do not
have to worry about winning

eiections, but only about serving the Lord obediently. So
let's make this election day the
beginning of a renewed commitment to "do justice, to love

kindness, and to walk humbly
with
the
Lord."
(Micah6:8).
0

Six join faculty
Dorthea Grossmann

English

literature

here

in

1983-84, and his wife Rebecca
graduated from Dordt in 1980.

The De Smith's come from
Wisconsin where Bob has
nearly completed his Ph.D. at
the University of WisconsinMadison.
Because of his
previous experience with the
English department, he feels
quite comfortable in his new
job. "I think I fit in well with
the department here," he says.
He also brings with him expertise in an area that is different
from any of the other English

system and she looks forward
to having the library's system
of inter-library loans computerized, making finding and
borrowing books from other
libraries much quicker and
easier.
She is happy to be reunited
with her family and to be part
of the facuity
here at
Dordt.
0

professors.

The
new ed~cation
professor at Dordt feels that
her years of teaching third
graders will come in handy in
her job. "I have the practical
classroom experience that will
bring theories to life for my
students," Pam Adams says.
The opportunity to teach on a
college level was a welcome
one for Adams, though she
says she will miss "her kids."
Dordt College is not a new experience for her. Adams' husband Charles is an engineering
professor here, and she has
two sons attending Dordt.
Christian education is very
important to Adams. Unlike
most of us, she did not grow
up in Christian schools, and so
its value is very evident to her.
"We are obligated to teach
and challenge our covenant
children to obey Christ," she
states. Christian schools, she
feels, are necessary to accomplish this task.
She is excited to be a part of
the faculty she has been acquainted with for a long time
and also anxious to bring her
teaching experience to the college classroom.
0

In addition to freshman
English, De Smith will be
teaching a Renaissance and
Medieval literature course,
which includes Shakespearean
writings. "English lit is easier
to align with scriptural contexts, because it was often
written with that in mind," he
says. However, De Smith feels
that students must be careful
to "look both ways" when
examining literature. He wants
them to see through the eyes of
a Christian, but also to be
aware of the author's perspective. His doctoral thesis on
sixteenth
century
English
literature illustrates his interest
in this area, and he hopes to
use this experience in his
classes.
0
Although
Marjorie
Reitsma had never lived in
Sioux County before, it was
home for her when she moved
here a few months ago. Her
daughters and her husband
had been living in Orange
City, Iowa, for several months
while Reitsma stayed behind
to finish her former library job
in Kansas. Although Reitsma
has a considerable amount of
experience as a librarian, she

has never worked in a college
library before and is eager to
learn the workings of Dordt's
library.
Formerly a director of a
combination public and high
school library, Reitsma says
that the difference is evident as
she works with a Christian
institution. "The staff has a
whole different attitude, and
the needs of the library's users
are distinct from those of the
public library."
Reitsma feels that hers is a
"service profession"; she
works to help people find the
information they need and
help them learn to use the
resources that the library has
to offer. Although she is
"basically

Athough
he arrived at
Dordt barely a week before
classes started, Robert De
Smith is no stranger to Dordt's
campus. De Smith taught

learning"

this new

area of her profession,
Reitsma supports the idea of
continuing to modernize the
library. Dordt already has a
computerized
cataloging

David
Schelhaas came
to Dordt after teaching for 19
years at Western Michigan
Christian High School in
Muskegon, Michigan. Hoping
to build in students the
stimulation
he finds in
reading, he will be with us for
one year teaching basic grammar classes and literature.
Schelhaas went to Dordt in its
early years, back when there
was one building and it was
only a two year junior college.
"Dordt
has
changed
dramatically with time," he
says. The campus is so
developed that he almost feels
"lost. "
After attending
Dordt,
Schelhaas got his B.A. from
Calvin in 1964, then his M.A.
at Florida State University, in
Tallahassee. He has taught for
nearly 25 years, including five
years at nearby Western Christian High School in Hull. So
he is definitely no stranger to
Northwest Iowa. "I keep running into people I know, Or
knew, " he says. Besides
teaching high school English,
Schelhaas has also directed a
wide variety of school dramas
and supervised the school
newpaper.
The Schelhaases came to
Sioux Center not only for the
new experience of college
teaching, but for a fresh
adventure,
a change
in
routine. Schelhaas is anxious
to help his students realize the
exhilaration and interest that
he finds in literature. He
teaches because of his own zest
for the stimulation of poetry,
stories, and plays. His wife
Jeri, also a teacher at Western
Michigan Christian, will also
be teaching English part-time
during the first semester.
0

Athough
he's a new
face at Dordt, teaching isn't
all Oreek to Gerald Vander
Hoek. Besides his two classes
in classical languages, Vander
Hoek teaches Theology 101.
After graduating from Dordt
in 1977, Vander Hoek moved
to Orand Rapids where he attended Calvin Seminary and
received his M. Div, and Th.
M. degrees. Undecided about
whether to use his degree to
teach or preach, Vander Hoek
continued school and earned a
Ph.D. in New Testament
studies. Last year he taught a
New Testament course at
Calvin Seminary.
When the opportunity to
teach at Dordt
opened,
Vander Hoek and his wife
Mary (Huyser, ex '78) and two
daughters decided to come
back to Sioux Center. "The
job really fits well with my
educational
and teaching
background," he says. The
idea of entering the ministry
hasn't completely left Vander
Hoek's mind, but he enjoys
watching students learn and
helping them come to understand the subject.
0

Kevin
Timmer knows
all about school. He's been
there. In fact, since his
graduation from Dordt in '86,
that's about all he's done.
Timmer will be taking over for
professor Nolan Van Oaalen
while he is on a three year
leave to complete a Ph. D.
program.
Timmer will receive his
M.A. degree in mechanical
engineering from Iowa State
University this December. He
has submitted his thesis, which
describes a computer model
that will simulate thermal
energy storage. To explain it
simply,
he studies
the
possibility of storing cool air
during the night, and then
using that air to cool a
building or room during
daytime hours.
Besides focusing on the obvious technical aspects of his
field, Timmer is committed to
integrating a Christian viewpoint into his classes. Non.
Christians in his field design
products
"usually
with
economics in mind," or with
concern only about "whether
the design will pay." Chrisitan
engineers, he feels, must be
concerned with mote than
money when they design.
"You have to question the
need, and the human aspect of
whatever you're making,"

he

says. And the product must
help in serving our Creator, he
feels.
0
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What today's students don't bring to college!
Dorthea Grossmann

A

1968 or even '78
grad of Dordt College might
be surprised, amazed, or even

"The basic amount
of 'stuff' appears to
have multiplied
enough for parents
to wonder aloud,
'What are you going
to do with all
that?' "

shocked at the variety and
abundance of items students
bring to college these days.
The basic amount of "stuff"
appears to have multiplied
enough for parents to wonder
aloud, "What are you going to
do with all that?" From hair
styling utensils to sound producing equipment, it seems
that the numbers and types of
bare necessities have changed
drastically over the years.
A young woman heading
off to college in the early 60s
would probably have felt lost
without her steam iron and a
tin full of prickly hair rollers.
A white, tufted
chenille
bedspread to match that of her
roomie's and a colorful braided rug to warm up the room's
tile floor would suffice in the
area of comfort, while a trunk
filled with bright woolen plaid
skirts and monogrammed
blouses made one 'Yell-dressed
for campus life. Jeans, of
course, were outlawed during
those years, except possibly
between Friday night and
Saturday noon.
Young men stepping out into campus life were similarly
restricted in their choice of apparel and dorm-warming
items. Boys usually wore corduroys or twill trousers to
class and some managed to
haul their huge, clunky stereos
to school to play the latest
Beatles song or maybe some
Peter, Paul and Mary. No
young man's wardrobe would
be complete in the 60s without
a couple of pairs of frayed bell
bottom jeans and a letter
jacket from his high school.
Few Dordt students brought

A casual observer Is astounded at the variety of food, utensils, appliances, and miscellany students manage to fit
Into their rooms. The more Imazlng pari is that, In the end, It looks more cozy than cluttered.

their own cars to school, but
some found that a huge, ancient, well-heated Ford or
Buick of some description
could be purchased for between 15 and 30 dollars at a
local dealership,
making
weekends infinitely more fun.
College students in earlier
years brought less to school
partly because they weren't
allowed to renovate and
redecorate their dorm rooms
the way students do today.
Lofts, couches, and most wall
decorations popular now were
contraband in the 60s and
most of the 70s. Very little
alteration of the rooms was
allowed in contrast to the complete metamorphosis that can
be witnessed during the first
week of school in '88.
An early Dordt grad might
be astonished at the activity
that occurs during that first
week of school. The campus
buzzes with the arrival of
pickups, station wagons, and
loaded
V-Hauls;
all are
necessary to transport what
amounts to almost complete
dwellings for students. Almost
any dorm room will be
equipped with a loft, (for
more floor space) and a couch,
(so the room doesn't look so
bare). The paint on the walls is
obscured by the variety of colorful posters, reminiscent pictures, and small decorative objects that cover it. West Hall
bathrooms
and desks are
smartly dressed in patterned
contact
paper
and tiny
refrigerators

With beds aloft, most students bring In an old couch to make their rooms

more comfortable.
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contain

is not conquerable without
some of the technology contained in students' rooms.
Typewriters (with memory and
correction),
personal computers, and VCRs are depended upon by many who also
have stereos and TVs. Instead
of rollers, girls would be
devastated without their curling irons. Rather than a
limited wardrobe of skirts and
blouses or cords and shirts,
chic students open their closets
to anything from sweat pants
to dresses, and jeans are seen
every day in every class. Cars
are abundant on campus,
some old and some new, but
always too many for the park-

ing areas.

The trappings of college life
have changed and multiplied,
but with a closer look, it is evident that attitudes are not all
new. The conversations are
still colored with discussions
of the opposite sex as well as
the argument brought up in
philosophy
class. Couples
walk arm in arm after dinner
and groups of friends gather
for long lunches in the commons before heading off to the
library for a quick check of the
notes. Dordt may look different, but its students are still
arriving with the same purposes and hopes for a future in
the service of their Savior. 0

snacks

for occupants.
Today it seems that college

Fathers, grandfathers, and even little brothers pitch in to help put up
lofts on registration day.

Letter to a father

A dozen times at least we've exchanged
good mornings this summer, you pedaling
your ten-speed to the office downtown as I
sat on our front porch reading the Register,
elbows up on my knees, sweat-logged from a
morning run.

We've even got a history. We shared a late
60's Dordt-style political activism twenty
years ago, when the burning issue on campus

was the appropriateness of facial fuzz. You
likely remember, as I do, a meeting in the
library lecture room where hundreds of us
gathered to chide the administration for their
picayune beard rules. I remember saying then
that the college should not act in loco parentis,
even though I never took a day of Latin.
We probably played cards against some of the same
guys, but we were never close friends back then, you a
senior when I was a sophomore; but we left tracks through the
same decades' fields right here in a corner of Siouxland.
Both of us have chosen Sioux Center as home. And in the
years that we've lived here, we've stood on opposite sides of
volleyball nets countless times, even when both of us should have
given it up, our two pairs of tottering knees squawking with every heavybellied leap. As long as I've played slow-pitch, you've been lobbing up
pitches for your church team. I may have even tagged one or two of your
best.
We go back, Ron. But I met you tonight aboard your ten-speed, coming out of
the old east entrance to the campus, a place I've not seen you before aboard that bike.
I spotted you already right there at the Dordt rock, and I realized immediately that you'd
just said goodbye to your daughter, your oldest child, a spanking new freshman at Dordt
College on her first day away from home.
I knew all of that when I met you at the corner, and I knew it wasn't Ron Oostra the lawyer or
pitcher of retired volleyball setter on that bike. This was Ron Oostra in a different hat, Ron Oostra,
father.
And you knew I was going to the spot where you'd left your daughter. We had a supper tonight; all of the
profs were there and all of the freshmen, most of them scared, self-conscious, and sweaty. When we passed on
the road, you on your way out, I on my way in, something important was being exchanged. I knew it.
And that's why I wasn't surprised when you said what you did. It wasn't just a friendly greeting. You looked at
me, never even said "hi," just gave me one line, a command really, a directive: "Take care of her," you said.
That's all.
You knew I knew what you meant.
All of this is to say, Ron, I'll try. I know you want your daughter to see the world before her clearly in the
gleaming hands of our Lord. You left her here on this campus, hoping (and praying, I'm sure) that she
keeps growing in her awareness of that world and its Lord. You and Carol left her to me, as a friend,
as a brother in Christ, as someone, I hope, you believe in.
But I'm glad you gave me that directive. It put me in mind of what I'm entrusted with on
this campus-a couple dozen classrooms full of daughters and sons like yours, even if their
home addresses are Seattle or Toronto or New Holland, all of them left behind parents
who look to me and my colleagues to do exactly what you said-to take care of
them.
We both know that a teacher is not a mother or a father, but I know
because I'm your friend, exactly what you mean.
So this is to reassure you, even though we've known each other for
years, that just as you and Carol have tried to be the best parents you
could be, just as there may well have been times you didn't live
up to your own standards for good parents, and just as you
leaned on God to do the right thing when the answers
weren't written in neon for all to see, so I will try
to be the best Christian teacher I can for your
daughter.
I know what you expect of me. "Take care
of her," you said. You would have pointed
your finger if your hands were free.
Thanks again for the challenge. It was good
for me to hear tonight, with all of you parents
on campus, saying goodbye to those possessions you hold most precious, your kids. It
reminded me once again, after a summer of

writing, that teaching is a noble and precious
challenge. And it put me in mind of our commitment here to view the world ever closer,
held, as it is, in God's hands.
So tonight my colleagues and I can only say
what all of us-and you and Carol too-say
every time we stand to watch a covenant child
at baptism: "We will, Ron, God helping us."
In Christ,
Jim
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Freshman honors and merit
Scholarships awarded
NATIONAL MERIT FINALISTS
Pamela De Boer, Prinsburg, MN
Debra Netz, Kalamazoo, MI

HONORS SCHOLARSHIPS
CALIFORNIA
San Marcos - Tamara Howard

COLORADO
Alamosa

- Gina Heersink

IOWA

Bill Elgersma and Mike Schouten left Dorclt in the same year ('S3). Both taught high school for a few years and now returned in the same year. As Dorclt's new admissions counselors, they share an office-when
they are on campus.

here at

Dordt are helpful to
recruiters because
they are genuinely
interested in seeing
Dordt expand and
reach out to more
young people
through Christian
higher education, , ,

INDIANA
De Motte . Brenda Vis

MICHIGAN
Augusta - John Hofman, II
Rockford - Kristine Carroll

MINNESOTA
Chandler - Kimberly De Kruif
Chandler - Pamela Kooiman
Edgerton - Erin Fey
Bdgerton , Brenda Van Dam
Edgerton - Amy Van Hill
Edgerton - Melanie Vis
Edgerton - Gregg Zonnefeld
Hills - Timothy Bartels
Leota - Kristi Van Essen
Milaca - Randall De Jong
Pipestone - Troy De Jongh
Pipestone - Lisa Jasper
Pipestone - Joel Terpstra
Prinsburg - John Klompien
Raymond - Lisa Wubben
Renville - Shannon Ahrenholz
Thief River Falls - Vonda Dekkers
Worthington - Kevin Wassenaar

ILLINOIS
Alsip . Jacquelyn Martinus
MICHIGAN
Kalamazoo

Bill Elgersma has an

international point of view.
He has lived and worked on
Mike
Schouten
both sides of the border and
doesn't like winters in Florida. feels that experience will help
That's part of the reason he is him in his new job as an adhere ~iih us at Oordt College missions counselor at Oordt.
as one of our new recruiters. Elgersma is not a new man on
Schouten has worked with campus. He graduated from
students before, as a business Oordt in 1983 with a physical
teacher and baseball and education major and an
basketball coach at Lake English minor.
Worth Christian High School
Elgersma couldn't be more
in Lake Worth, Florida.
satisfied with his position at
Although he enjoys teaching, Dordt, "Oordt is a collegethat
he looks forward to the change really prepares Christians for
and the opportunity 'to work the future," he says. He points
with a wide variety of students out that it is one of a kind in
through his new job.
private colleges. "!t's the only
Schouten graduated from one that provides a four-year
Oordt in 1983 with physical degree in agriculture science."
education
and business
To Elgersma, this illustrates
majors. He participated in a the ability of this college to
wide variety of sports while in give students the kind of
high school and college and education they need to live as
continues to play basketball, Christians in many areas of
baseball, and softball through their lives.
local leagues.
Before coming back to
After living and teaching for Sioux Center, Elgersma taught
five years in Florida, Schouten English for two years in
is enthusiastic about coming Ontario, California. He feels
back home to the Midwest. He well prepared for recruiting by
grew up in Sioux Center and his teaching experiences and
appreciates
the openness,
the work he has done with
space, security, and even the students and parents. "I
winters in Northwest Iowa. pushed all of my students to
Recruiting is new to Mike, but attend college," he says, "but
he feels that he is being well especially the exceptional
prepared for his travels and ones. "
In his recruiting travels,
presentations in high schools
from Iowa to Michigan. The Elgersma feels that his exassistance and consideration perience living and working
of the other faculty members both in Canada and in the
impresses Schouten. "Prostates will benefit. He would
fessors here at Oordt are like to make the U.S. appear
helpful to recruiters because less Ihreatening to Canadian
they are genuinely interested in stndents and help American
seeing Oordt expand and reach students realize that Canaout to more young people dians at Oordt are in a foreign
country. He hopes to help
through
Christian
higher
education."
D make the adjustment easier. 0
Dorthea Grossman

"Professors

ILLINOIS
Fulton - Theresa Schaver
Lansing - Sally Jongsma

Fulton - Deandra Van Zuiden

Elgersma and Schouten
join Admissions staff
,

Boyden - Brian Driesen
Des Moines - Leanne Meadows
Doon - Douglas Post
Hull - Curtis Horstman
Hull - Eugene Vis
Ireton - Steven Vanden Berg
'Newton - Jeffery Kopaska
Orange City - Jon Kroeze
Pella - Mark Blankespoor
Pella - Cindy Hoekstra
Sioux Center - Laura Tebben
Sioux Center - John Van Dyk
Spencer - Barry Funderburg
Wellsburg - Sara Hook

.yw

~.

' ••
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- Debra Netz

MINNESOTA
Hills - Beth Jordan
Prinsburg - Pamela De Boer
Prinsburg - Scott Van Dyken
Raymond . Cory Meyer
Renville - Dana Mulder

MONTANA
Belgrade - Carl Alberda

NEW MEXICO
Gallup - Lynnette Kerr
SOUTH DAKOTA
Brookings - Carol Knabach
Freeman - Blanche Lang
Sherman
~ Michael Vande

MONTANA
Voort

WISCONSIN
Wisconsin

Rapids - Angela Vos

MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS
ARIZONA
Tucson - Bruce Medema

CALIFORNIA
Alameda> Karen Bakker
Bellflower - Timothy Won
Paramount - Jennifer Vanden Berg
Ripon - Phillip Witt

FLORIDA
Pompano

Beach - Kristin Rynders

IOWA
Cedar Falls - Michelle Vos
Cedar Falls - Stephanie Vos
Doon - Brian Van Engen
Doon - Bernie Vande Griend
Hawarden - Michael Byker

Hull . Joeli Kooima
Hull - Timothy Vogel
Inwood - Barbara Brands
Kanawha - Angela Ruter
Le Mars - Lou Ann Bolkema
Leighton - Brenda Van Hal
Linn Grove - Stephen Meyers
Little Rock - Ned De Boer
Lynnville - Scott Van Wyk
Maurice - Rachel Van Voorst
New Sharon - Beth Boender
Orange City - Grant De Haan
Orange City - Barbara Droog
Oskaloosa - Brenda Terpstra
Parkersburg - Shawn Seehusen
Pella - Myra De Jong
Pella - Eric Eekhoff

Pella - Chris Van Ee
Pella . William Vande Haar
Pella - Todd Zuidema
Rock
Rock
Rock
Rock
Rock

Valley
Valley
Valley
Valley
Valley

.
-

Rock valley- Jolene Ver Steeg
Sheldon - Jill Bousema
Sheldon - Kimmy Kooiker
Sheldon ~ Karen Peters
Sibley - Debra Bootsma
Sibley - Vickie Doppenberg
Sioux Center - Jill Altena
Sioux Center - Michelle Mennega
Sioux Center - Cheryl Oostra
Sioux Center - Christina Struyk
Sioux Center - Lyle Van Ravenswaay
Sioux Center - Christal Vander Zee
Spencer - Paul Dalen
Sully - Rhinda Jansen
Wellsburg - Diane Bakker

Paula Clapp
Sandra Driesen
Jill Huisken
Curtis Teunissen
Cynthia Van Holland

Bozeman - Paul Vis
Manhattan - Jewel Flikkema
Manhattan - Arvella viseer

NEBRASKA
Omaha ~ Carla Rubingh

SOUTH DAKOTA..
Brookings - Amir Andrawis
Corsica - Karen Lefers
Harrison - Steven Veenstra
Menno . Teresa Guthmiller
Platte - Roger Kredit
Platte - Glen Nydam
Sioux Falls ~ Jeff Faber
Sioux Falls - Joel Faber

VERMONT
Ferrisburg - Peter Brands
Salisbury - Michael Nop

WASHIIiGTON
Burlington - John Vanderwal
Duvall - Frederick Benthem
Grandview - Julie Ter Maaten
Lynden - Brent Veenstra
Mount Vernon - Suzanne De Vries
Mount Vernon - Kurtis Ackerman
Mount Vernon - Heidi Ekkelkamp
Sumas - Erin Van Der Veen

WISCONSIN
Brookfield - Susan Theune
Darien - John Hiemstra
Oostburg - Susan Voskuil
Randolph - Corinne De Vries
Sheboygan - Barbara Du Mez
Waupun - Renee Miedema
Waupun - Heidi Vande Zande
Wisconsin Rapids - Deborah Bliek
ALBERTA,
CANADA
Edmonton - Cathy Van Essen
North Edmonton - Mark Fernhout
Peers - Benita Fousert

BRITISH COLUMBIA. CANADA
Abbotsford _ Kevin Zandberg
Chilliwack _ Cindy Vander Kooi
MANITOBA,

CANADA

Winnipeg - Edward Minderhoud
ONTARIO, CANADA
Drayton - Arnold Rumph

Rock Valley - Lori Van Maanen
PRINCE EDWARD IS., CANADA
Rock Yalley . Jeffrey Veldman
Cornwall - Hans Wilting
Y"'f':t&..~~~~'>.iffi:M.~,%wmtiFM«$:f.C:·"t··l~}MWt-:q:~#*r$%tii?.§%it<%tt2~~:?.~~·~Y~":W.;.",;,,,,,-,::;:>'-,::~,:~;w$-1%%,<:f.·-·-_····g··:·~
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Reunion '88

~~ALUMNI

Publication of the Dordt
Alumni Association

Fellowship, fun, and food

A full slate of planned activities
kept alumni and families busy and

One hundred forty alumni and
spouses enjoyed a delicious ban-

well-entertained. From the open-

quet and Dorclt-grown

ing rally at which former president
Rev.
B.J.
Haan
reminded
everyone of how "wendertul" it
was to be back at Dordt, to the
closing Sunday brunch, it was a
time of relaxation.

ment on Saturday evening. Tradi-

entertain-

tion demands an alumni choir per-

formance,
which
Kevin
Schonewill ('78) capably directed.
Tradition also expects a faculty
skit, which Koekkoek,

Van Dyke,

and Dekkenga humorously provided. Jim Scbaap closed the
Friday evening's class socials
gave participants the opportunity

evening

with

selected

readings

from his collection.

to get reacquainted with former
classmates. Playing human bingo
revealed how much can change in

15 years and how hard It Is to
remember
ago.

"Saturday's

details

from

schedule

15 years

offered

pbysical activltles--volleybail and

Alumni Reunion '88 was not
only a time of good food,
fellowsbip, and fun, it was also an
opportunity to once again appreciate the values and commitment learned at Dordt and to
rededicate ourselves to those
ideals.

golf tournaments or a hike at Oak
Grove
State Park--as
well as
spiritual and mental stimulation in
workshops
on family devotions,
Christian education, and impressions of Central America. Several
craft sessions were available and
the ever-present
coffee pot allowed
ample
time
for 'just
visiting. '

Cblldren of all ages were wellcared for with a variety of appropriate
activities
including
miniature golf, swimming, field
games, stories, and crafts. Inroom babysitting
was provided
for the very youngest.
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Alumni choirs bring
together California alumni
, 'By the end it
seemed as though we
were back on choir
tour together--one
choir with one goal:
to praise the Lord in
our singing.

•

Judy Sjoerdsma

Looking
for a great
way to get Dordt alumni from
the 60s through the 80s
together
without
that
awkward problem of finding
common ground? Try organizing a Dordt Alumni Choir in
your area.
The Concert Choir Alumni
of Southern California did
and it worked.
The afternoon of June 17,
1988 was an anxious, exciting
moment for 25 alumni from
the Ontario, Bellflower, and
Visalia areas in Southern
California as they gathered for
a several-hour rehearsal in
preparation for two concerts
the next day. We had rehearsed in small groups in
Bellflower
under
Bob
Johnson's ('84) direction and
in Ontario under Vicki Van
Essen's ('74), but few of us
had any idea what we would
sound like all together. Was it
possible to make our potpourri of ages and voices
blend into the uniform choir
we remembered?
Our anxieties quieted with
the arrival of director Dale
Grotenhuis
and his wife
Eleanor who greeted each of
us by name although we
spanned from 1966-1988 in
graduation years. It was nice
to know we had not been
forgotten.
The first few
moments of rehearsal were
awkward but voices quickly
warmed up and memories
revived. The rehearsal was intense, yet left room for a few
corny jokes and lots of

Ten couples who were friends at Dordt in the early 80s, met for a reunion at Soda
Springs Ranch in Colorado this summer. Allhougb most of them hadn't seen
eacb otber since college, they've kept in touch through a round robin leUer.
FroBttwo rows: Curt &: Pam (Kreykes) Voss (ex '81, '81), Bruce &: Lisa (Vander
Wal) Groenendyk (81, '80), Dan &: Christi Kuik ('81), Len &: June (Orange) Fakkema ('81, ell '82), Cal &: Barb (Van Soelen) Ahrenholz ('81, ex '82). Back two
rows: Elroy &: Mary (Jongsma) Bouuma ('81, '81), Rich &: Sue (Atkinson) De
Vries ('82, '81), Arlyn &: Lucinda (Zwart) Slagter ('81, '79), Curt &: Pat (Kreykes)
Abrenholz ('81, '79), Doug &: Gall (Tinklenberg) Achterhof ('81).
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"remember when ... " and
"whatever happened to ... "
By the end it seemed as though
we were back on choir tour
together-one choir with one
goal: to praise the Lord in our
singing.
The choir sang the next
afternoon in Ontario for a
small but warm audience.
That evening we sang to a full

auditorium in Bellflower. The
program consisted of songs
from the New Psalter Hymnal
sung with the audience, pieces
familiar to at least part of the
choir, and several more contemporary pieces including
Mr. Grotenhuis' musical setting for the Heidelberg
Catechism's Lord's Day I.
Don Gray ('74) on the trumpet

and Joanne Draayer ('71) at
the organ provided accompaniment.
Both concerts were well
received. God was glorified.
Dordt's virtues were extolled;
and at least 30 people went
home with tears in their eyes,
having "found with friends a
Christian joy in camaraderie"
once again.
0

FuTURE DEFENDERS
Terry & Nancy (Van be, '69) Van
Steenis, Clint William, 3/6/88
Stan & Wilma (Pastoor) Pilon,
('75, '75), Joel Nicholas, 4121/87
Dale & Jeanne (Van Somereo) De
Wit, ('75,
8125/88

ex

'77),

leona

Alvina,

George & Rachel (Holleman, '76)
Bergsma, Kevin Andrew, 11/5/87
Ralph & Gwyn (Hcegeveen, '76)
Ketel, Crystal Rebecca, 1/26/88
Ken & Kim (Logterman) Hengeveld,
('78, '77), Rebecca Marie, 3/28/88
Tom & Joan (De Jong) Le Mahieu,
('77. '77). David John. 7/13/88
Greg & Karen (Van Eps) Schiebout
(ex '77, '78), Joel Gregory, 517/88
Gregg & Cheryl (Schuiling, ex '77)
Steensma, Eric Michael, 5/3/88
Paul & Phyllis (Tellinghuisen)
Moes, ('77, '78), Davis Jonathan,
5/16/88
Dave & Ruth (Haak) Ruter, ('77, ex
'80), Danielle Ruth, 812/88,
Bernie & Brenda (De Jong) Haan,
('78, '77), Brittany Sue, 8/8/88
Robert & Susan (Zylstra) Cromwell
('78, ex '81), Joseph Edwin, 5/10/88
Peter & Joanne (Pastoor, '78)
Mulder, Camilla Joanne, 6/11/88
Ron & Lu Ann (Snieder, '78) Van
Den Berg, Logan Tbeo, 8/1/88
Mark & Louanne (Vander Aa)
Schonewill, ('79, ex '79), Jenny Lynn,
4/15/88
Darrel & Rachel (Kreykes) Raih,
('79, '79), Darren Mark, 7/18/88
Ron & Bonnie (Bosch) De Nooy
('79, '79), Derek Dean, 10129/S7
Mike & Arden (Van Biert, '79)
Thomas, Erin Michelle, 12/16/87
Ken & Joanne (Kingma, '79) Haan,
Kevin Michael, 5/4/88
Peter & Maria (De Leyer) Van
Velzen ('79, ex '81), John Michael,
4130/88

Fred & Marj (Ellerie) Colvin, ('79,
ex '81), Bethany Janelle
Philip & Cindy (Van Koolen)
Doender, (ex 'SI, '79), Allison Anne,
3124/88

Milt & Mary (Van Drunen, ex 'SO)
Lanser, adopted Daniel Lee, 3
Roland & Mary (Klay, 'SO) Van
Zee, Timothy Klay, 3/19/88
Andrew & Nevonne (Spronk)

Stoker, ('80, '82), Heath John,_1/8/88
Rick & Henrietta De Wolde, ('80),
Tanya Rae, 10/13/87
Ivan & Diana (Groenewegen, ex 'SO)
Mast, Joni Suzanne, 517/88
SIan & Crystal (Runia) Schalk, ('SO,
'80), Mikiah Richard, 5127/88
Mike & Mary Jean (Arends, '80)
Nederhoff, Jonathan Henry, 3/2/88
John & Diane (Vink, ex '81),
Bruinsma, Lucas John, 3/14/88
Graeme & Paula (Arnold) Dondale,
(ex '83, '81), Catherine Elise, 8128/88
Ken & Sue (Allen, 'SI) Folkerts,
Megan Joy, 3/16/87
Mike & Muriel (Kreykes, ex '82)
Wielenga, Daniel Reed, 6/1/88
Sian & Alice (Veluw) Weber, ('82,
'80), Hannah Elise, 3121/88
Tim & Ruth Meendering, ('81),
Nathan Allen, 4/17/88
Jerrold & Rhonda (Krikke) Wynia,
('82, '81), Jennifer Renee, 417/88
Tim & Jana (La Brenz) Van Dam,
(ex '82, '81), Bethany Tess, 6115/88
Corwin & Pam' (Van Zanten)
Slagter, ('82, '80), Anna Jo, 2/12/88
Larry & Paulette (De Vries, ex '82)
Schaap, Jessica Joy, 1O/14/S7
Jeff & Cathy (Van Til, '82) Visser,
Michael Jeffrey, 4/21/88
Mark & Tracey (wevers, '82)
Luehrs, Alexander George, 4/28/S8
Sid & Deb (Fischer, '82) Sandbulte,
Cortney Jean, 4123/88
Lyndon & Melanie (Covert) Grit.
ters, ('84, '82), Andrew Edward,

Happy babies wear a
Dordt t-shirt.
To get youXsimply send
us the name and birth
date of your little one.
You'll have a happy baby
beforeyou know it.

8126/88

Don & Irene (Bandstnl, ex '86)
Schat, Ellen Jody, 9/6/87
Jute & Carol (De Vries, '83) Johns,
Brooke Elaine, 7/14/88
Lee & Judy (De Blaey) Tiemeyer,
('83. '83). Megan Rose. 5131/88
Pete & Diane Meyer, ('83),
Elizabeth Catherine, 5/5/88
Doug & Barb Vande Voort, ('83),
Amanda Sue, 7120/88
Larry &: Pat (Marcus) Groen, ('83,
ex '84), Eric John, 8/3/88
Brad & Lorna Kraayenbrink, ('84),
Joshua Allen, 3/10/88
John & Sharon (Bakker, '84)
Nyhof', Jonathon Daniel, 4121/88
Garret &: Kris (Kramer) Brouwer,
('84, '84), Amanda Jeanette, 7/18/88
Brian &: Sharla (Eisma,
'84)
Gradert, Kenyon Alliot, 6129/88
Rick &: Janelle (Brink, ex '85) Vis,
Beth Ann Janelle, 717/88
Dave & Tammy (Schouten) Rozenboom, ('85, '85), Heidi Jo, 8118/88
Michael & Gina (De Kruyf)
Johnson,
('85,
'85), Emmelyn
Suzanne, 5/25/88
Evan &: Krista (Van Wyk) Van
Gelder, ('85, '81), Danielle Kristine,
3/3/88
Mark & Lisa (De Wit) Christians,
('85, '85), Benjamin Elliot, 2/4/88
Doug & Sue IHofmeyer) Wielard,
('86, ex '86), Clay Daniel, 8/10/88
Kevin & Peggy (Nienhuis) Smit ('86,
'86) Elizabeth Jennifer

THROUGH THE PRISM
Harriet Potoka, principal

Relating faith and learning to the student's world
Sally Jongsma

Her

love of books and
desire to learn about and try
new things are two of the
reasons
why
Harriet
(Blankespoor) Potoka ('71)
decided to become a teacher.
These interests continue to influence her work as principal
and curriculum coordinator at
Calvin Christian School in
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Under Harriet and her
staff's leading, students at
Calvin Christian School have
many opportunities to learn
about and try new things, too.
Teachers try to help students
understand the world and their
role in it by relating what they
learn in the classroom to experiences
outside
the
classroom.
"Along with the teachers,
the Education
Committee
members, and the board, I
have worked to make Calvin
Christian School more than a
school with Christian teachers,
a loving and caring atmosphere, a Bible curriculum,
chapel programs, and devotions," Harriet says. UAn
understanding of Jesus Christ
as Lord of all requires much
more of a Christian school."
Students at Calvin Christian
participate in a variety of programs that help them relate
their faith and their learning to
the world around them. In
January of each year all
students in the school spend
one half day for two weeks
studying a particular country
or culture.
"We attempt to make this a
unique learning experience
that involves little if any use of
textbooks,"
Harriet
says.
"We study as many of the
aspects of the culture as possible.." Films, special speakers,
projects, drama, artifacts,
literature, art, and storytelling
are all used to expand the
scope of Calvin Christian's
social studies program. At the
end of the two-week concentrated study, students are
treated to a special hot lunch
featuring foods from the
country they studied.
In the past years they have
learned about China, the
USSR, Australia and New
Zealand, Japan, the Middle
East, and Canada. "Having
the entire student body work
together on one common topic
also builds a sense of unity
among the students," Harriet
says.
Another
program
that
Harriet and her staff have introduced complements the

middle school science program. Students spend four or
five days in an "Environmental Experience" in northern
Minnesota. "Living together
and studying about God's
creation by being involved in
and part of that creation for a
week has been a rewarding and
exciting
experience
for
students, parent volunteers,

as curriculum coordinator are

about equal. She and the
board want to keep it that
way.
Calvin Christian's location
in a metropolitan area lends
itself to this approach to
education. Students learn and
experience a variety of things
first hand. Units in art, music,
science, or social studies are
and teachers," says Harriet.
accompanied by field trips to
"Set Apart" is a program the Minneapolis Institute of
for the middle school students Arts, the Minnesota Zoo, the
at Calvin Christian. "Four
Children's
Theatre,
the
times a year, the regular cur- Walker Art Institute, historic
riculum is set aside. Students Fort Snelling, the Science
and teachers discuss what it Museum, the State Capitol,
means to be 'set apart' as the Minnesota Landscape ArGod's people as we face issues boretum, or the Minnesota
in our daily lives," she says. Orchestra.
Topics explored include: rock
Students and teachers also
music,
friendships,
peer benefit from programs sponpressure,
world
hunger,
sored by institutions in the
citizenship, and worship.
Twin Cities. One such is the
Programs such as these re- "Masterpiece Program" sponquire many hours of creative sored by the Minneapolis Inplanning and research. Much stitute of Art. Each month a
of this background work is photograph of a "masterdone by Harriet in her role as piece" hangs in the hallway of
curriculum
coordinator.
Calvin
Christian
and a
Teachers take the materials volunteer talks to students
she has prepared and use them about the work. In the spring
in their classrooms. In many students visit the Art Institute
cases parent volunteers help to see the eight works they
implement the programs.
have studied.
These programs are only
But even though such an approach takes time, "We are some of the ways Harriet is
committed to maintaining that working with the entire school
kind of school," says Harriet. community to make Calvin
She is finding, however, that Christian a Christian school
as the school continues to where the lordship of Christ is
grow, more of her time is demonstrated at all times.
taken up with administration.
"This is what makes Christian
At present the ratio between education
exciting
and
the time she spends as prin- challenging," she says.
cipal and the time she spends
In her graduate work at the

College of St. Thomas in St.
Paul, Harriet says she has
worked to gain an understanding of the concept of biblical
leadership and what that
means for her work at the
school. "The idea of servant
-leadership has greatly affected the way in which I work
with teachers, parents, and
board
and
committee
members," she says.
"A Christian understanding
that all of us are image bearers
of God has many practical implications for a Christian
school," she adds. "It affects
relationships, it becomes a
major
criterion
when
evaluating
curriculum
requirements and program offerings' and it becomes a basis
for teaching students to accept, love, and support one

Harriet (Blankespoor) Potoka fint
came to Dordt tn January of 1964.
After three semesters of college, sbe
began teaching. She taugbt for five
yean aDd tben came back to Dordt to
get ber teaching certificate. During
tbat time she took summer courses
Ilnd worked
for the County
Superintendent of Schools In Minnehaba County, South Dakota.
"Although teachlnK Involves many
boun of work and effort as well as
many frustrations and cballenges, I
have never regretted becoming a
teacher," she says.

another."

"Each year as we develop in
our commitment to Jesus
Christ and in our understanding of what Christian education should be, changes are
made, and we continue our efforts to improve the total program of the school," Harriet
says. She concludes, "As I
face the challenges of each
school year I am encouraged
and strengthened in knowing
that the ministry of Calvin
Christian
School happens
because
of the efforts,
prayers, and support of many
persons. The responsibility is
shared--we work together for
the Lord in this part of his
kingdom and give him the
honor when our work is
blessed."
D

, 'A Christian
understanding that
all of us are image
bearers of God has
many practical
implications for a
Christian school."
11

60s
Rosemary
Dahm,
('65)
has
graduated from Northeast Missouri
State University with an M.A. in
education administration.
Terry & Nancy (Van be, '69) Van
Steenis farm by Monroe, Iowa. Nancy
is a substitute teacher.

70s
Minnie (Veldsma) Huyser, ('70) was
struck by lightening in March of 1988,
while she was feeding calves on the
Huyser's farm near Sully, Iowa. She
was in a coma for nearly two months
and received severe burns over 30 percent of her body. Minnie will have to
undergo some plastic surgery and
probably wear hearing aids, but she is
on her way to resuming a normal life.
Tena SJebenga ('71) received her
M.A. in Elementary Ed from the
University of Alberta and is presently
assistant principal of Calgary Christian School.
Stan & Wilma (Pastoor) PlIon, ('75,
'75) live in Bellevue, Washington,
where Stan is a legal secretary for
Davis, Wright, and Jones of Seattle,
and Wilma operates a daycare service
in their home.
Dale and Jeanne (Van Someren) De
Wit, ('75, ex '77), live in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota. Dale is a zone manager
with McCormick, and Jeanne is a
homemaker.
George and Rachel (Holleman, '76)
Bergsma live with their five children
near Lynden, Washington.
They
operate a dairy farm.
Ralph and Gwynn (Hoogeveen, '76)
Ketellive on a dairy farm near Picture
Butte, Alberta. The Ketels have five
children.
CheI'Yl(ScbuHing, '77) Steensma of
Manteca, California, is an R.N. in the
O.B. department at Tracy Hospital.
Her husband, Gregg, is a CPA with a
Modesto firm.
Ken Hengeveld, ('77), farms near
Sheldon, Iowa, with his wife, Kim
(Logterman, '77), and is also an offleer for the Farm Credit Association.
Greg and Karen (Van Eps)
Scbiebout, (ex '77, '78) live in Pella,
Iowa. Greg is an engineering manager
for Windsor Windows in Des Moines,
and Karen is a department supervisor
at Van Gorp Corporation in Pella.
Daryl Sas, ('77) has recently accepted a position as assistant professor
of biology at Geneva College in
Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania. Daryl and
his wife, Jane, moved in July from
Rochester, Minnesota, where Daryl
had been employed as a senior
research fellow at the Mayo Clinic.
David Willems, ('77), has joined
Salisbury Engineering, Inc., makers of
microwave
components
and
subassemblies, as Vice President of

Engineering.
Tom and

Joan

(De

Jong)

Le

Mahieu, ('77. '77), live and work in
Visalia, California, Tom is currently
an office automation analyst for the
city of Visalia and also teaches computer courses at Golden State Business
College. Joan is the personnel
manager for the city.
Gay (Van Vuren) De long, (ex '78),
graduated summa cum laude from
Sioux Falls College in May, '88, with a
B.A. in elementary education. Gay
will be employed as a teacher for the
Sioux Falls School District.
Richard Kobes, ('79) was recently
transferred to Rochester, New York,
by his employer, Rochester Products
Division of General Motors. His new
position is Senior Gasoline Fuel
Systems Business Planner. Rick and
his wife, Fern (Van Houten, '78) have
two children.
Terry Crull, ('79), has joined the
staff of Dakota Wesleyan University
in Mitchell, South Dakota, as a coordinator of vocal musical activities and
music instructor. His wife, Joan (Van
Dyke, '78) is teaching elementary
music in Mitchell.
Rev. Bernie Haan, ('78) is the
pastor of the Immanuel Christian
Reformed Church in Sheldon, Iowa.
His wife, Brenda (De Jong, '77) is a
homemaker.
Robert
and Susan (Zylstra)
Cromwell, ('78, ex '81), live in Fayette
City, Pennsylvania, where Rob continues in his first pastorate and Susan
is a homemaker.
Hank and Miranda
(Cupido)
Bestman, ('79, '79) live in Edmonton,
Alberta, where Hank is assistant professor of biology. He has just received
his Ph.D in weed science.
Mark and Louanne (Vander Aa)
Schonewill, ('79, ex '78) live in Bloomington, Minnesota, where Mark is a
manufacturing engineering supervisor
for a 3M plant and Louanne is a
homemaker.
Philip Boender, (ex '81) received his
B.A. in sociology in 1983, from Calvin
College and his M. Div. from Calvin
Seminary in 1987. Phil is serving his
first call in Visalia, California, with
his wife, Cindy (Van Kooten, '79).
Cindy is a mother, a homemaker, and
a secretary with American Temporary
Services in Visalia.
Pete and Maria (De Leyer) Van
Velzen, ('79, ex '81), live in Brookfield, Wisconsin, with their three
children. Pete is an administrator and
teacher at Milwaukee Christian
School.
Ken and Joanne (Kingma, '79)
Haan, live in Munster, Indiana, where
Ken works in construction and Joanne
is a homemaker. The Haans have
three children.
'Ron De Nooy. ('79) recently re-
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signed from banking and now farms
with his father and his wife, Bonnie
(Bosch, '79). They live near Reasnor,
Iowa.
Fred and Marj (Ellerie) Colvin,
('79, ex '81) live in Lynwood, Illinois,
where Fred is vice president of Colvin
Construction Company, and Marj is a
homemaker and piano teacher.
Joel Veenstra, ('79) completed his
service with the Air Force and is now
flying for Delta Airlines. His wife,
Geraldine (De Rooy, '80) graduated in
May with her master's of Library and
Information Science. They now live in
Madison, Wisconsin.
Mike and Arden (Van Biert, '79)
Thomas have two children and live in
Aldergrove, British Columbia, where
Mike is an auto mechanic and Arden is
a homemaker and substitute teacher.

80s
Ivan and Diana (Groenewegen, ex
'80) Mast live in Edmonton, Alberta.
Ivan is employed by National Music
and freelances as a musician. Diana is
busy as a homemaker.
Rick De Wolde, ('80), is teaching at
Chilliwack Christian School in British
Columbia. His wife, Henrietta, is a
homemaker.
Sian and Crystal (Runla) Schalk,
('80, '80) live in Red Deer, Alberta,
where Stan is a pastor at the Red Deer
CRC and Crystal is a homemaker.
Mary Jean (Arends, '80) Nederhoff,
is a fulltime instrumental music
teacher for the Wellsburg-Steamboat
Rock Community Schools. Her husband, Mike, is the owner of Mike's
Supermarket in Wellsburg.
Milt and Mary (Van Drunen, ex '80)
Lanser live In Englewood, Colorado,
where Milt is a project engineer with
SA Miro Inc. and Mary is a carrier
with the Denver Post.
Corwin and Pam (Van Zanten)
Slagter ('80, '82), live in Visalia,
California. Corwin is teaching at Central Valley Christian High and Pam is
a homemaker.
Andrew and Nevonne (Spronk)
Stoker, ('80, '82), live on their dairy
farm near Boyden, Iowa, and
Nevonne
works as a medical
technologist in the Sioux Center Cornmunity Hospital.
Graeme and Paula (Arnold) Dondale, (ex '83, '81), are living in Acton,
Ontario, where Graeme is currently
pastor of Acton Baptist Church and
Paula is on leave from her position as
program
director
for Christian
Horizons.
Tim and Jana (La Brenz) Van Dam,
(ex '82, '81) live in Manhattan, Montana, with their two children. Tim is a
parts man at Churchill Equipment.
Jana is a homemaker and does some
substitute teaching.
Tim Meendering, ('81) is a manager
for Aquisition
Corporation
of
America in Raleigh, North Carolina.
Mike and Muriel (Kreykes, ex '82)
Wielenga live in Sioux Center. Mike is
a taxidermist and Muriel is a teller at
First National Bank.
Sian and Alice (Veluw) Weber, ('82,
'SO) work in the inner city in South
Nashville, Tennessee. They are on
staff with Christ Presbyterian Church.
Sue (Allen, '81) Folkerts was commissioned on January 31, 1988, as a
Stevens Minister at West Side
Reformed Church, Cicero, lIIinois.
Her husband Ken is a mechanic for
Rex Disposal in Chicago.
Larry and Paulette (De Vries, ex
'82) Schaap live in DeMotte, Indiana,
where Paulette is a part-time bookkeeper and a homemaker. Larry is
self-employed in the sign business.
Tracey (Wevers) Luehrs, ('82) is an
export coordinator at ADC Telecommunications,
Inc. Her husband,
Mark, is a chef at Baker's Square in
Bloomington, Minnesota.

Sid and Deb (Fischer, '82) Sandbulte live in Sioux Center. Sid works
at Farmer's Coop in Ireton and Deb
works in personnel at K·Products in
Orange City, Iowa.
Pam Evink, ('82), received her B.A.
in communications in August, '88,
from Western Michigan State University.
Dan and Irene (Bandstra, ex '83)
Schat live in Smithers, British Columbia. Irene is working part-time in the
Credit Union and enjoys being home
with her baby girl. Dan works in a
sporting goods store.
Pete Meyer, ('83), is presently working in a strategic planning function for
AT&T in Rolling Meadows, Illinois.
Lee and Judy (De Hlaey) Tiemeyer,
('83, '83), live in Tallahassee, Florida,
where Lee is the production manager
at a window manufacturer and Judy is
a full-time homemaker.
Jule (Butch) and Carol (De Vries,
'83) Johns, live near Conrad, Montana, where Butch ranches and Carol
is a clerk for the Farm Credit Services.
Brad and Lorna Kraayenbrlnk,
('84), are of Sheldon, Iowa. Brad is a
swine herdsman for Dean A. Schmidt
Farms,
Ltd., and Lorna is a
homemaker and part-time bookkeeper.
Garret and Kris (Kramer) Brouwer,
('84, '84) live in Escondido where Garret is a civil engineer, and Kris is a
homemaker.
Sharon (Bakker, '84) Nyhof, is a
homemaker after four years of
teaching grade two at Calvin Christian
School in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Her
husband, John, is an occupational
therapist.
Lyndon Grltters, ('84), has been
elected to membership in Alpha
Omega Alpha National
Honor
Medical Society at the University of
Iowa.
Kurt Kuipers, ('84), of Platte, South
Dakota, is beginning a three- year
Mennonite Central Committee assignment in Bangladesh, where he will
work as a technologist and production
engineer.
Rick and Janelle (Brink, ex '85) Vis
live in Custer, Washington, where
Rick works at a local dairy and Janelle
is a full-time homemaker.
Doug Westra, ('85) finished his
M.S. thesis at Iowa State University
early last fall and moved to La Crosse,
Wisconsin. Doug is employed by
Trane Corporation, a major designer
and manufacturer of air handling
equipment.
Theo Vander Wei, ('85), has reo
ceived a J.D. from Drake University
Law School. He has accepted an
associate position with a law firm in
Seattle. His wife, Linda, will be working as a receptionist for the law firm of
Ellis and Li.
Michael and Gina (De Kruyf)
Johnson, ('85, '85), live in Holland,
Michigan, where Gina has taught at
Holland Christian High School for
three years. Mike is finishing his M.
Div. at Calvin Seminary in Grand
Rapids, this year, and is assistant
chaplain at a correctional facility.
Gina will work at home.
Dave and Tammy (Schouten)
Rozenboom, ('85, '85) live in Aberdeen, South Dakota, with their two
daughters. Dave is a loan officer at a
bank in Aberdeen, and Tammy is a
homemaker.
Doug and Sue (Hofmeyer) Wielard,
('86, ex '86), live in Naperville, Illinois. Doug is a computer programmer for AT&T and Sue is a
homemaker.
Evan and Krista (Van Wyk) Van
Gelder, ('85, '81) live in Denver, Colorado. Evan is a computer consultant
for TRW Title Data and Krista is a
secretary.
Rodney veensrre, ('86) received his'
master's of Public Administration in
June. He will be employed with the

Justice Department in Washington,
D.C., as part of a presidential
management internship.
John Tolkamp, ('86), is working for
the computing services department at
the University of Ottawa as a computer graphics consultant for students.
Hank Greene, ('87) is now at the Illinois Institute of Technology in Annapolis, Maryland, where he does
research and programming.
Steve Horstman, ('87), is working
for Science Applications Corporation
in La Jolla, California.

Dr. Raul L. Laos, Theresa J.
Houtman, ('84), July 8, 1988. After
teaching fifth grade for three years in
Escondido, California, Theresa has
transferred to Santa Fe Christian
School in Solana Beach. The Laoses
plan to live in Encinitas, California.
John A. Mulder, Andrea C. Knevel,
('84), August 27, 1988. John is working on a dairy farm in Norwich, Ontario, and Andrea has been teaching
assistant at a school for physically
handicapped children for the past
three years.
Rick Lishman, Ria Brouwer, ('78),
May 14, 1988. Rick is the general
manager for Ontario Clean All. Ria
manages a travel agency. The
Lishmans live in St. Catharines, Ontario.
John Jewett, Barbara Walvort,
('74), June 25, 1988. John is a
regulatory analyst for the Regulatory
Commission
of Pennsylvania.
Barbara is an administrative assistant
for the Pennsylvania Food Merchants
Association.
lain Mercer, Janet Wever, ('80),
May 21, 1988. lain is an accountant
for a company in Lethbridge, Alberta,
and Janet teaches grade two at Immanuel Christian School.
Peter
Heerslnk,
('8 I), Kim
Koorneef, May 21, 1988. Peter is a
salesman at Top's Importing, in Ontario, Canada.
Michael D. Todd, Lana Bosma,
('87), July 30, 1988. Lana and Mike
live in Greene, Iowa, where Mike is
practicing veterinary medicine. Lana
will be substitute teaching in the
Greene area and possibly taking
classes at UNI.
Dave Hornor,
Dianne Vander
Hoek, ('81), July 2, 1988. Dave is a
computer programmer and Dianne
teaches in the Christian school system
in Smithers, British Columbia.
Harley Middel, Freda Vandenviel,
('86), July 30,1988. Freda and Harley
both teach in a public school in the
small northern community of La
Crete, Alberta.
Peter A. Noteboom, ('84), Jeanette
Romkema, June 17, 1988. Peter and
Jeanette
were married
in The
Netherlands and will return to Europe
in the fall.
James Vanden Heuvel, ('88), Rutb
Tulnlnla, ('86), July 22, 1988. Jim has
accepted a teaching position at Sully
Christian
School and Ruth at
Oskaloosa Christian School. They live
in New Sharon, Iowa.
Rick Kwant, Sandra De Jager,
('87), August 20, 1988. Rick is an
autobody mechanic in Granite Falls,
Washington, and Sandra teaches at
Everett Christian School.
Scott Kramer, Constance De Boer,
('87), April 16, 1988. Scott is a software development
engineer
for
Hewlett-Packard and Connie is currently searching for employment.
Kurt V.oden Bosch, ('87), JuHann
Kulpen, ('88), June, '88. Kurt is a student at Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science.
Juliann
is
employed as a medical assistant at a
doctor's office in Bryn Mawr. They
live in Haverford, Pennsylvania.

DEPARTMENT PROFILE

Profs are part of Dordt's history
Sally Jongsma

Mention
the word
history to a group of people
and a variety of memories and
impressions will arise. Some
will remember the teacher,
others the subject.
Dordt students and alumni
remember
both.
They
remember their first impression of history professor
Dr. Lou Van Dyke as being a
bit dry, but quickly add that
they soon learned to appreciate his quick wit, his enthusiasm for teaching, and his
understanding of historical
events. Some remember him as
the reason they decided to
become history teachers and
others that he was the only
prof who wouldn't give an extension on a paper--"He

was

demanding but good," they
say.
Professor Arnold Koekkoek
sparks memories as well.
Students never forget his full
bass voice, his dynamic lectures, or his mastery of his
subject. They cite instances
when, without pausing or
missing a syllable of his lecture, he fired off a "Gesundheit" in response to a sneeze

or literally fired an eraser at
someone who had the audacity
to sleep during his lecture.
History and Van Dyke and
Koekkoek
are
nearly
synonymous for most Dordt
graduates. Van Dyke came to
Dordt in 1963 and Koekkoek
in 1964. Between them they
have committed nearly 50
years to teaching history to
Dordt students.
Such a commitment in a
small college requires that you
be something of a generalist,
says Koekkoek. This has both
advantages and disadvantages,
he adds. "It is easy for a
generalist to be spread too
thin, but on the other hand it
allows us to see the whole picture and not get bogged down
in one little area." Both professors feel that this helps
students
get
a better
understanding of how history
affects their lives and their
world.
But it also means work for
the professor. History is not a
static discipline. Time keeps
marching on and to keep current both men must not only
revamp their survey courses
but also develop new courses
as the need arises . For Koekkoek that has meant learning
Canadian history since there
are many Canadians--and also
Americans--who are interested
in such a course. With the in-

Addioa storin and triyia to his lectures, Professor Vall Dyke, In biI quiet blSS
voice, dispenses ioformatioD ",hUe studeDts take PllIes of Dotes.

creasing reality of our world as
a global village, the history of
non-western cultures is becoming more and more important.
Courses on Latin America, the
Far East, Russia, and Africa
and the Middle East are now
offered.
Christians must have the
background to be able to
understand the situation in our
world today, both professors
say.

"The

historian

works

with time, culture,

and the

historical process,"

says Van

Dyke. "God created the world
and man now forms that
culture. We study how man
has or has not been true to the
scriptural mandate to dress the
garden."
I'To understand our world
we must know where we come
from,
adds Van Dyke. "To
II

make intelligent decisions for
the future it is helpful to know
the past. When events happen
in the past with certain consequences we may be able to use
them as a guide for the
future."
He uses
Latin
America as an example where

repeated injustice and oppression have led to rebellion. And
he points to the French,
American,
revolutions

and
Russian
where systematic

repression led to violent reactions.
In many cases the study of
history has been used as a tool
for change, says Van Dyke.
"Many people who study
history have an agenda for
action." In one sense, he adds,
it is a practical tool; it can be
an ideological weapon. "A nationalistic study of history can
raise the level of patriotism.
Marxist history promotes a
socialistic view of society.
American history can also uncritically glorify the greatness
of democracy."

By helping students understand the spirits that motivate
people and cultures, Van Dyke
tries to raise the consciousness

of his students so that they will
feel moved to take action as
Christian citizens. "I don't tell
students what to do, but point
out where we are, what has
happened in the past, and encourage them to respond
based on their Christian
understanding of the situation. "
To foster this understanding, students at Dordt are required to take at least the introductory survey course on
Western Civilization. In this
course they are exposed to the

Professor Arnold Koekkoek beglas his ledum at the exact second the clock hits
the hour aDd students don't pack up their books until he finishes-which
is usually a few minutes beyond the allotted time they saY'1

intellectual,
artistrc,
and
cultural
developments
of
western culture giving them a
setting for other studies in art,
music,

math,

business,

or

social sciences. Education
students are required to take
additional history courses.
History majors receive a broad
background in cultural history
as

well

as

courses

in

historiography,
political
thought, and constitutional
law.
In the past most history
majors became secondary
education teachers. Today
more history graduates are going into public service or law.
"Graduates who have gone on

to graduate school find they
are well prepared by their
education here," says Koekkoek. They have gone to
places like the University of
Chicago,
Northwestern
University, the University of
Iowa, and many others.
Asked whether they still enjoy their work, both pro-.
fessors unhesitatingly say yes.
"There is always something
new," says Van Dyke, "a new
course,
a new group of
students, a new challenge." 0

"History and Van
Dyke and Koekkoek
are nearly
synonymous for
most Dordt
graduates. , ,
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At the switchboard, carol Peterson directs In..comlng calls to tbe proper extenslolll across campus.

Often students sbare one mailbox. So,even tbougb tbere's a leiter, Randy Faber
must check to make .ure it'. for him.

SUB is at the hub of college life
Gina Vos

"The SUB is one of
the busiest buildings
on campus; and it's
fuU of action and
motion."

The comfortable,

Rattle.
Bong. Clinkclink. Whoosh, snap--pause-smack. Rattle.
The SUB: steel framed front
doors rattling as two students
walk through; the switchboard
connecting phone calls (and
sounding like half a door bell);
a nickel and a quarter landing
on the stainless steel counter
for a cup of coffee; the opening of hundreds of mailboxes
(first
the combination-whoosh, then open ito-snap,
there's nothin in there--pause,
and it's shut--smack); doors
rattling with more students;
friends meeting friends; doors
rattling; a student walking
down the stairs to Student Services; doors rattling, again.
That's the SUB. S-U-Bstands for the Student Union
Building. It's one of the
busiest buildings on campus;
and it's full of action and motion. In that way, maybe, the
SUB has one thing in common
with subways--activity. Oh,
but one big difference:

Dordt's SUB doesn't have as
much graffiti. In fact the entire
building
was just
redecorated this past summer.
The drab olive greens and
matching army browns are
gone. Now there's a warm
gray carpet with speckles of
dark blue and black. And new
wallpaper, new lights, new
draperies, and best of all new
furniture to lend a pleasing
decor. Different shades of
blue and gray provide a more
modern atmosphere. And the
colors are nice, colors a
mother would like.
The lounge area is the place
where students sit and study,
sit and talk, sit and play the
baby grand piano, or just sit.
The new furniture is great for
lounging. The couches and
chairs are the kind that if you
close your eyes when you sit
down, you sink into the
cushion and it almost feels like
the furniture in your family
room at home.
Nancy Hilbelink, switchboard manager (and also the
main source of general information to many students), ap-

new chain make .tudyiDI enjoyable for Paul Dalen and Bruce Kuiper.

And there's still more. Jan
preciates the new look. She
Schregardus, director of resisays, "We can be proud ofthis
building. But if pride comes dent life, and Lou Kuiper,
before the fall, we'd better use Dordt's plant manager, also
a different word. We'd better have offices off the main lobby.
say [it's a) blessing."
The SUB is a building comAfter lunch or chapel the
SUB is the first .place students plex.
Students who come to the
head. And they have one thing
in mind--the mail. In fact, the SUB in late afternoon or early
average Dordt student has as evening are often headed for
much tenacity as the mailman the game room. Ping-pong,
himself. Even with winds pool, and bowling are a
gusting at 4S m.p.h. a student welcome break from studying.
must get to the SUB. Today And. the bowling lanes add
might be the day there's a let- another sound to the SUB:
growl,
rumble,
ter in that box. So, from 11:00 rumble,
until 2:00 in the afternoon, the CRASH.
Just as there's more than the
mailboxes keep sounding their
mailboxes upstairs, there's
rhythm:
Whoosh,
snap-more than the game room
pause--smack.
At times it seems students downstairs. Student Services is
forget that there's more to the headquartered here. The title
SUB than the mailboxes, but "Student Services" covers
just across the lobby is the many areas. As administrative
snack bar. The ladies who assistants Pat Ahrenholz and
put it,
work there say that coffee is Leona Dekkenga
"Anything a student is intheir biggest seller. Although
not as popular, a Dordt Wort volved with, [Student Services]
is involved with." This is
has a more intriguing name.
Actually Dordt Wort is an ug- where students go if they have
ly name, but it tastes pretty questions or problems regardgood. It's a doughnut with ice ing almost anything. They find
cream squeezed into the hole. counselors for academics, perThen for ten cents more, hot sonal matters, pastoral care,
and placement services.
fudge is poured on top.
And then there's the StuBut most people just buy
dent Publications (Pub) Room
coffee. Groups of professors
and the dark rooms. The Diaand students cluster around
mond and the Signet, Dordt's
tables, talking as they sip.
Next to the snack bar is the student newspaper and yearbookstore where students stop book, are both put together in
the Pub Room. These rooms
to buy stamps, notebooks,
pens, or whatever. While are usually the busiest on the
there, they usually check to see "night before deadlines. In fact
if any new sweatshirts have ar- sometimes the long nights
become early mornings. Cofrived. There are also Dordt
jackets, t-shirts, Dordt teddy fee from the snack bar sounds
bears, and even Dordt bibs. pretty good at those times.
The SUB is a hub of activity
But for most students their
major investment
in the at almost any time of the day.
bookstore comes at the begin- And the steel framed doors
open and closed
ning of the semester--a big pile rattle
again.
0
of thick books.

Students give summer to mission work
Gina Vos

As

Lyle Brouwer,
Dave Rylaarsdam, Lisa Van
Dyk, Sally Jo Alferink, and
Mary Beth Smith sit around
the table, words fly. As soon
as one person says something,

vision they see that "the world
is bigger than Sioux Center
and the United States. And the
church is bigger than the
Christian
Reformed
denomination.' ,
In this widened vision, mis-

the others jump in with
something else to add. These
five Dordt students spent nine
weeks of their summer in
Mexico as part of Summer
Training Session 1988.
Asking them to describe
their summer is like asking a
student to describe his year at
school. There's so much to
tell. Thirty-six people, ranging
from retirement to college age
and coming from all over the
United States and Canada,
studied missions in Mexico.
The Summer Training Session (STS) is an introduction
to missions. Its purpose is to
cross-culturally orient Chris-

sions is key. Mary Beth, Lisa,
Dave, Lyle, and Sally Jo
witnessed a Christianity that
sparkles. When almost 90 percent of the Mexican population is Roman Catholic, being
a Protestant is unique. And
the Protestant Christians there
consider Christianity to be a
privilege. The five students
from
Dordt
observed
firsthand the universal church.
This world-wide church makes

tians in missionary service. As

Biblical insight runs parallel
to this world vision. And according to the five Dordt
students, Bible study was
definitely a benefit of STS.
Dr. Dick L. Van Halsema,
director of STS, opened the
word in these Bible studies.
At times, learning the
language, sleeping on hammocks, eating different food,
or even getting sick was
frustrating; and then the Lord
was the anchor and hope.
Dave, who was sick part of the
time, testifies that these experiences made his faith
become more personal.

Mary Beth explains, "By the
end of the nine weeks, you
definitely know if missions is
for you."
Asking them how they
• benefitted from the STS-gets
another
'but-there' 5-50much-to-tell" answer. Dave
says, "You can't come back
the same person." And all five
agree their experiences on STS
"changed our focus .. the focus
C

is always on God. "

And now that they're back
at Dordt, they see something
that others don't see as clearly.
With a strong sense of world

missions

important.

Because,

as Lyle explains, "In order to
be a responsible Christian in
the universal church, we must
go outside
[our denomination]. "

The five students say they
understand what Paul is talking about when he describes
the hardships on his missionary journeys.
The STS program is similar
to SWIM (Summer Workshop
in Missions) in the Christian
Reformed Church, and both
programs were established by
Dr. Van Halsema. The aim is
that Christians learn about
missions and their own personal role in those missions.
But the emphasis is slightly
different in STS. Foreign missions are stressed .. spending
nine weeks in a different
culture. Through this experience, STS orients and
evaluates interested people for
the cross-cultural field.
The first training session
began in the second week of
June at Camp Porvenir on the
Gulf of Mexico. Here the
thirty-six people stayed in
huts, brick shelter houses with
thatched roofs and open windows and doors. It was a
jungle camp with palm trees,
coconut trees, sand, birds,
bugs, and no electricity. The
group stayed at this camp for
ten days for orientation and
studying the Mexican history.
The next four weeks were
spent in Merida, Mexico. During these weeks, the STSers
studied and lived with host
families, giving them a chance
to really learn the language.
By the end of four weeks, they
could communicate with the

local people.
The
field
t r at m n g
assignments, which lasted for
three weeks, made up the next
big part of the session.' individuals paired off and went
to an area they chose: a city or
a village

in

Mexico

or

in

another Central American
country. They organized Bible
School
sessions
and
evangelized in order to convert
people to Christianity.
During the final week they
attended a closing conference
in Mexico City. After being
separated by pairs during the
field assignment, the closing
week was a time to regroup
and talk about what had happened. As Mary Beth explains,
after being through so much
together, the thirty-six had
become a close knit group.
"Something like that really
throws people together."
The
experiences
and
benefits of the program are
too numerous and too deep to
list. But Lyle explains one
more element that he appreciated, "Most people who
go on STS go with a mind
open to what the Lord wants
to do in their lives." That attitude is a trust and belief that
God is completely in control.
It is His will that's important.
When asked about the future,
one of the five responded,
"I'm not sure. I don't know
what the Lord wants me to do
yet." But they are willing to
follow His leading.
tJ

Lisa Van Dyk and Lyle Brouwer

"You can't come
back the same
person.' ,

Ringerwole leads third European organ study tour
Dr. Joan Ringerwole and seven
of her students spent two weeks
this summer

touring

historic

organs in Europe. Martin Tel, a
sensor
from
Graham,
Washington, shares his impressions of the trip.

A

typical day on this
year's European Organ Study
Tour combined sightseeing
with lectures and organ playing. On one of these days, early in the tour, we spent time
sightseeing in the city of
Haarlem, walking through the
open market, and visiting the
Ten Boom Clock Shop and the
home of Corrie Ten Boom.
Then it was time to meet Mr.
Klaas Boldt, city organist at
the Grote or St. Bavokerk of
Haarlem.
The first steps into these colossal churches was always
breathtaking. Mr. Boldt, who
is also a professor at the
Sweelinck conservatory
of
Amsterdam,
gave a brief

description of the 1738 Muller
organ and also lectured on the
history of congregational singing in the Reformed tradition
of the Netherlands. Following
this, each student had an opportunity to play literature appropriate for that organ. At
the end of the visit we coaxed
Mr. Boldt into playing for us.
He demonstrated the Dutch
school of improvising by playing an arrangement of Psalm
121. Often, as happened here,
tourists

and

music

lovers,

hearing the music, would
come and enjoy a free concert.
The second visit that day
was to the Kathedrale Basiliek
St. Bavo, a Catholic parish in
a nee-Gothic structure. The
building again was enormous,

but had a different character.
Built in 1921 its Adema organ
is much different from the
Muller organ. Mr. Bartelijnk
lectured about the organ and
then demonstrated some appropriate literature .. this time
romantic pieces.

The day was nearing its end,
our compact tape machines
and notebooks were filling up.
We returned to our motel
where we ate and later discussed what we had played,
heard, and seen.. comparing
notes and listening to tapes.
Tomorrow we would hear and
play an organ in Oosthuizen
built in the 1400s! What we
would see and hear in the next
two weeks would stay with us
for years to come.
in addition to seeing many

Dutch culture. We worshipped
in Reformed congregations in
the Netherlands, and attended
mass and an organ recital at
the Notre Dame Cathedral of
Paris.
Few Americans have the opportunity to actually play on
such historic instruments. We
all felt very fortunate for this
opportunity.
0

Back Row: Dr. Ringerwole, Mr. Win
Vander Panne, Randy Rasthoven
('79), Shon Heerslnk ('89), Ellen
Wiersma ('87), Martin Tel ('89). Sitting: Kandace Heynen ('88), Lisa
Sybesma ('88), and Rita Mulder ('91).

more organs, we also attended

lectures at the Free University
of Amsterdam and visited
many museums. Several days
were spent in Paris where we

saw famous sites-vstraight
from the pages of our Western
Civilization
history book.
What we didn't learn about in
Western

Civ

was

Parisian

traffic-that would really have
come in handy.
We visited with several
Dutch families, giving us a
glimpse of another facet of
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Dordt receives grant for
science addition
The Vermeer Foundations of Pella, Iowa, have
awarded Dordt College a grant
of $500,000 to be used for the

recognized
for excellent
development efforts.
The award was given for a
new and successful telephone
fundraising program which
started in the fall of 1986. The
phonathon, as it has become
known, has helped Dordt increase

annual

contributions

construction of an agricultureengineering sciences addition

substantially.
"This is really an award to

to the present science building.
The remaining funds needed
for this $1.5 million complex
will be raised as part of the
new $7.3 million
New
Horizons Campaign.
Facilities to be i~c1uded in
the agriculture-engineering

the

sciences

complex

agriculture
classrooms,

are

department
labs, and offices;

additional
and renovated
space
for the biology,
chemistry,

engineering,

and

physics departments; and a
180-seat science lecture hall.
The Vermeer Foundations
are affiliated with the Vermeer
Manufacturing
Company,
Pella, Iowa.
0

Phonathon wins
CASE award
Dordt

has won the 1988
CASE/USX
Distinguished
Achievement Award for Current Operations. The recognition ranks Dordt among 28 institutions
nationwide

college's

constituency,"

says Director of Development
Verlyn De Wit, "particularly
to our alumni." The national
average of alumni contribu-

tions to fund drives is 28 percent; 34 percent of Dordt
alumni responded.

Leopold Center
funds nitrate
study

A

$25,000 grant from
the -Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture at Iowa
State University will fund the
first year of a two-year project
studying nitrogen levels in soil,
groundwater,

and vegetation.

The goal of the Dordt College
study is to help farmers make
better fertilizer management
decisions, minimizing nitrogen

losses that adversely affect
groundwater.
Principal researchers for the
project are Dr. Delmar Vander

Zee, professor of biology;
Professor Ronald Vos, ASC
manager

and

instructor

in

agriculture; and Dr. Chris
Goedhart, assistant professor
of agriculture. Vander Zee and
Vos developed the project as
fellows in the Dordt College
Studies Institute.
According to Vander Zee,
"Fifty-seven
percent
of
private wells sampled in Sioux
County have nitrate levels
above the human health risk
minimum of 45 milligrams per
liter. Unused nitrates are also
leaving the land in stream
flow."
The Dordt College project
will monitor nitrogen levels in
the soil, in leaf tissue, and in

ground water on both ridge-till
and conventionally managed
cropland at the Agriculture
Stewardship
Center.
The

researchers
hope
to
demonstrate how the proper
rate and timing of manure and
commercial fertilizer application can minimize nitrates lost

into ground water and maximize the amount of nitrogen
used by the plant.
A by-product of more efficient

use

tilizers,

of

nitrogen

according

fer-

to

the

researchers, is an energy sav-

ings, since natural gas is the
fossil fuel resource for commercial nitrogen fertilizer.
The Leopold Center for
Sustainable Agriculture,
is
headquartered at Iowa State
University. Founded in 1987,
it is intended to foster the
development of "agricultural
systems that combine responsible stewardship of natural
resources

with

farm

pro-

0

fitability."

BOARD NEWS
Ten new members were elected to Dordt's board of trustees
this fall. They are:
Arie Engbers,
Rev. Clifford Hoekstra,
Sully, Iowa
Renville, Minnesota
Rev. Larry Van Essen,
Rev. Daniel De Groot,
Edgerton, Minnesota

Riverside, California

Lee Bakker,
Wellsburg, Iowa
Junior Poppema,
Hospers, Iowa
Rev. John Gorter,
Pella, Iowa

Larry Addink,
Belgrade, Montana
Karl Neerhof,
Denver, Colorado
Rev. Leslie Kuiper,
Oostburg, Wisconsin

Van Dyk expands work to Indonesia and Australia
School children in Venda, South Africa, will soon be
learning from books which,
until recently, were in the
Dordt College library.
The Tshikevha Christian
School, recipient of the gift of
books and materials from
Dordt College, opened in 1986
in Thohoyandou, the capital
of Venda, a "homeland" or
Students at Tshikevha Christian
School "live on a shoestring" according to Dr. John Van Dyk.

"My discussions
and observations in
these countries
affirm the work of
the CES and reassure

vices, taught a course in South

Africa and met leaders of the
Tshikevha school. After returning to Dordt College, he
combed through items that
librarians had' 'weeded" from

we have developed is

Resources Center.

the

college's

Learning

Van Dyk explains that the

limited to a single

school is "Jiving on a shoestring, " and since instruction
is in English, "the school can

time or place."

make good use of materials

••
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state" in Northern

me that the model
universal and not

~

"national

Transvaal, South Africa. The
elementary
school enrolls
about 270 students-fhe majority black--and
employs
eleven teachers. About 15 percent of the student body is
white or Asian.
Last February Dr. John Van
Dyk , director of Dordt's
Center for Educational Ser-
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that
we might
simply
discard."
Seventeen II-pound boxes
of books and other learning
materials were packaged, addressed, and mailed to Venda.
Another five boxes of books
from the library's general collection went to Satya Wacana
Christian
University
in
Salatiga, Indonesia,
where
Van Dyk visited and lectured
this past summer. Van Dyk expects that Satya Wacana (the
words mean "faithful to the
Word"), as the premier Christian college in Indonesia, may
serve as a distribution point
for this and future shipments
of books, giving smaller,
younger, institutions access to
them.
Van Dyk hopes to make
book shipments such as these
an ongoing project. He plans
to ship books weeded from the
Dordt library, but he also
would like to see the project

ping.
The book project arises out
of Van Dyk's work as director
of the Dordt College Center
for Educational
Services
(CES). In the past year, Van
Dyk's work has brought him
to dozens of Christian schools

Potchefstroom, South Africa.
Among the class of 60 to 70
blacks and whites from all
over South Africa were the
principal and a board member
from the Tshikevha school.
Van Dyk presented a dozen
lectures at Satya Wacana

grow to include other Chris-

discipleship."

"My discussions and observa-

tian colleges as book donors.
Mrs. Louise Hulst, associate
director of the library, hopes
to involve Dordt students in
the project as well, raising
money to pay the costs of ship-

His teaching and lecturing
overseas has included a teamtaught course in Christian
education and curriculum at
the Institute for Reformational
Studies
in

tions in these countries affirm
the work of the CES and
reassure me that the model we
have developed is universal
and not limited to a single time
orplace."
0

in North America, as well as to

University

schools and higher education
institutions
in
The
Netherlands, South Africa, Indonesia, and Australia.
Van Dyk, who also teaches
in Dordt's education department, is working in the CES to
better understand what it
means to teach in a distinctively Christian
manner.
Visiting in Christian schools
worldwide, Van Dyk observes
classrooms and interacts with
teachers in order to develop
teaching strategies in keeping
with the CES "model of
Christian education," which
he describes in the words
"teaching as enabling for

eluding the keynote address at
a conference of the Association of Christian Institutions
of Higher Learning in Indonesia.
In Sydney and
Melbourne, Australia, in addition to his work in Christian
grade schools, Van Dyk leetured in the Institute for Christian Education.
The model of Christian
teaching and related teaching
strategies with which Van Dyk
is working
have
been
developed primarily in consultation with educators in the
United States and Canada, so
Van Dyk has found his
overseas travels very helpful.
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Enrollment is' up
Enrollment for the fall
semester is 990 students, up 30
from last year's fall enrollment. Much of the increase is
attributable to growth in the
number of non-traditional
students enrolled at the college. More than 20 additional
part-time and non-traditional
students are enrolled this year.

Dordt saves
money, receives
energy award
The United States
ment of Energy has
the Dordt College
Derived Fuel Project
award in the national
Program for Energy

Departselected
Refuse
for an
Awards
Innova-

tion.

The project, originally made
possible by a grant from the
Iowa Department of Natural
Resources

Energy

camnaizn fund raising efforts.
During the course of the
four-year campaign the college
sponsored a total of forty
Heritage 21 Campaign dinners
at different strategic locations
throughout the constituency.
One of the features of the
campaign
dinners was a
special multi-media
sight
sound production focusing on
the special heritage which
Dordt College enjoys. In
reflecting on the successful
completion of the Heritage 21
Campaign,
Gritters
said,
"Dordt College was enormously blessed with generous
gifts and pledges
from
thousands of loyal friends and
supporters in a campaign conducted during a time of difficult economic conditions for
many of our constituents. We
are deeply grateful."

Dordt hosts
symposium on
creation
and
.
SCience

Bureau,

uses recycled waste paper to
produce an effective, efficient

fuel source for the energy
needs of the campus. After 18
months in use, the RFD
system is now the main source

of the steam heat used to heat
campus buildings. The college
has seen about a 12 percent
savings in fuel costs as a result
of the project.

Heritage 21
reaches goal
The Dordt College Heritage
21 Campaign has reached its
goal of $8.5 million, according
to

a

recent

A symposium on "A Chris-

tian World View and a View of
Science:
The Evolution
Debate" was held on Dordt's
campus on September 27 and
28. Speakers were Professor
Jitse M. van der Meer of
Redeemer College in Ancaster,
Ontario,
and Professor
Howard Van Till from Calvin
College,
Grand
Rapids,
Michigan,
and
Dordt
chemistry professor Russell
Maatman. A panel of Dordt
professors, Charles Adams,
Richard
Hodgson,
and
Aaldert Mennega, moderated
by Willis Aiberda, responded
to the lectures in the final session.

announcement

made by Lyle A. Gritters, vice
president for college advancement.

The major focus of the campaign was to raise money for
additional forms of college
student aid, primarily for
grants, scholarships, and low
interest student loans. The
campaign
also raised $1
million for the building program and $1.5 million for the
college's general endowment
fund.
Heritage 21 began in 1984.
At that time the college had
received $2.7 million in advanced gifts to the campaign,

Ringerwole
compiles organ
bibliography

bibliography and followed by
compositions based on the

implications of energy produc-

same tune.

More than 2000 academically talented students have participated in the SRP program
since 1958.

"The book is geared to the
non-professional

organist,"

says Ringerwo!e. She selected
pieces based on their variety of
style, length, quality, range of
difficulty,
and availability
from publishers. Thus the list
is not comprehensive,

and, as

Ringerwole explains in her
preface, some good compositions were not included. Space
is left for organists to add
more

compositions

to

Dordt senior
researches for
DOE
Dordt College senior Myron
Kuipers was one of 100
students to take part in the
U.S. Department of Energy's
Student Research Participation Program this summer.
Kuipers,
a mechanical
engineering
major
from
Platte, South Dakota, conducted his research at Oak
Ridge National Laboratory in
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. During
his JO-week appointment in
the Metals and Ceramics Division, Kuipers performed hard
carbon and diamond film
research.
The major emphasis of the
SRP program involves a "day-

Church organists have a
new resource available to help
them select preludes and offertories that will coordinate with
tunes in the New Psalter Hymnal of the Christian Reformed
Church and in Rejoice in the
Lord of the Reformed Church

experience, says Dr. Alfred
Wohlpart, chairman of Oak
Ridge Associated Universities'
Programs Division. ORAU
manages the program for
DOE.
In the framework of a

in America.

realistic

Dr. Joan Ringerwole, professor of music at Dordt, has
primarily from commitments
compiled a bibliography of
from the Heritage 21 Cam- musical selections appropriate
paign President's Cabinet, a . for organists
playing
in
group of twenty constituents
Reformed
worship services.
who provided the early leader- Tunes used in the two hymnals
ship and momentum for the are listed alphabetically in the

hands-on

work

research

environment,

access to experienced DOE or
DOE contractor, staff, and
state-of-the-art
energy
technologies,
Kuipers and
other students conducted ongoing research relating to
energy production,

Suzuki
children perform
at Dordt

their

list.
Ringerwole hopes that the
bibliography will be a helpful
resource for those who are trying to coordinate liturgies. She
is also enthusiastic about the
booklet because it is a joint
project between the Christian
Reformed Church and the
Reformed Church in America.
She hopes that it can lead to
further cooperation on other
projects. "Bibliography for
Organ Music" is available
from the Dordt College
Bookstore for $10 or the
Christian Reformed Board of
Publications.

to-day."

tion.

usc, con-

servation, as well as the social

Looking at the concert
schedule of the famed Suzuki
children on their 1988 Talent
Education
Tour,
Sioux
Center, Iowa, seems to jump

off the page. Right smack between Las Vegas, Nevada, and
Atlanta,
Georgia,
Sioux
Center is the only town of its
size and the only town in the
midwest
visited
by the
Japanese children and their in-

"More

than 20

additional part-time
and non-traditional
students are enrolled
this year.' ,

structors .

Ten children, ages nine to
seventeen, dazzled a chapel
full of people at Dordt on October 5. The audience was
truly amazed at the great
musical abilities displayed by
the children as they played
pieces by Chopin, Haydn,
Schubert, and several other
classical and baroque composers. Cello, violin, and
piano
were all played
energetically and deftly by tiny
fingers that seemed to dance
with unbelievable speed and
finesse.

Campus gets
new look
Many parts of Dord!'s campus were redecorated
or
repaired this summer. The
gym floor, which was badly
warped,
is now brandspanking new. The Student
Union Building and some of
the residence hall lounges
received

new

furniture,

wallcovering, and carpeting.
Asbestos tiles were removed
from the hallways and several
classrooms. Lockers which
once lined the classroom
building hallways were replaced
by contemporary
wallcoverings and art display
cases.
ceived

Four classrooms
carpeting,
and

retwo

classrooms were remodeled to
provide
psychology
and
sociology laboratories. The
general consensus of those on
campus is that "it looks
good."

, 'Asbestos tiles were
removed from the
hallways and several
classrooms. , ,

The professional involvements of
Dordi faculty members outside of the
classroom reveal Dordt's commitment to provide educational leader-

ship in the Christian community as
well as among its own students. By
sharing these activities, we hope to
provide fellow Christians with further resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of service in
Christ's kingdom

As

part of a program
called Ecumenical Evening for
Rural People,
Ron Vos,
manager of the Agriculture
Stewardship Center, gave a
presentation titled" A Biblical
Concept of Stewardship" at
St. Mary's Church in Storm
Lake, Iowa.
Dale Grotenhuls, professor
of music, recently published
six choral anthems: "Praise
the Lord, All Ye Nations"
(Kjos); "Sing to the Lord a
New Song" (Lawson-Gould);
"For God So Loved the
World" (Morning Star); "0
God of Love" (Sacred Music
Press); "Give Thanks to God"
(Sacred Music Press); and
"Tomorrow shall be my Dancing Day"
(Boosey
and
Hawkes).
He has also led several sectionals at music and liturgy
conferences in Grand Rapids
and Holland, Michigan, and
conducted performances of
Dordt
alumni
choirs
in
California,
Michigan, and
Washington.
While on a study tour in
Central America in June, Dr.
Dallas Apol, professor of
foreign language, presented a
lecture titled "Algunas observaciones soare el language y la
Biblia" (Some observations
about language and the Bible)
to students and faculty of the
"Escuela
de
estudios
pastorales," a seminary in San
Jose, Costa Rica.
Dr. Tom Visker, associate
professor of physical education, led a one-week' seminar
on "A Christian Perspective
on Physical Education and
Athletics" for the Pella-area
Christian schools, June 6-10.
The seminar was sponsored by
the Vermeer Foundation,
Pella, Iowa.

Tom Visker

"

I,
Dennis De Jonl
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Dr. Verne Meyer, professor
of theatre arts, was one of 40
directors from across the
country who participated in
the two-week Directors' Convention held at Columbia
University in New York. Activities included lectures and
workshops led by directors
and writers such as Nagle
Jackson, Lee Grant, Judith
Malina, Eugene lonesco, Arthur Miller, and Peter Sellers.
Dr. Joan Ringerwole, professor of music, led two
workshops at the Conference
on Liturgy and Music in
Reformed Worship held at
Calvin College from July
12-15. On September 9 she
presented a recital at Iowa
State University on their new
Brombaugh mechanical action
organ as part of the Second
Annual Organists of Iowa
Series. And on September 29
she performed with the Dallas
Brass, a nationally renowned
brass quintet,
in Dordt's
chapel.

A story titled "Trapped by
Time and Tide" by Joan McCarthy,
instructor
of
children's literature, appeared
in September 1988 issue of
Cricket magazine.

Van Gaalen chosen for research
assistantship at Iowa State

Dennis De Jong, assistant
professor of computer science,
Art Attema, assistant professor of business education,
and Dr. George Faber, professor of education, conducted
a computer workshop for the
faculty of Sioux Center Christian School. Topics included
basic information about computers,
word processing,
educational software evaluation, and Logo.

Dordt
College professor Nolan Van Gaalen has
been chosen for a research
assistantship in engineering at
Iowa State University in
Ames.
Dr. Michael Pate of Iowa
State says the proven abilities
of several Dordt College
engineering alumni who have
pursued master's programs at
Dr. Paulo Ribeiro, assistant Iowa State helped sway his
professor
of engineering,
choice of Van Gaalen for a
joined engineers from China,
study of oil-refrigerant mixIndia, Canada,
Hungary,
tures.
Switzerland, Italy, and the
The project is funded by the
U.S. in presenting a paper at American Society for Heating
the third International Con- and
Air
Conditioning
ference of Harmonics
in Engineers (ASHRAE). Pate
Power Systems (ICHPS) spon- and Van Gaalen intend to
sored by Purdue University develop
a standardized
and held in Nashville, Indiana,
method to measure the visSeptember 28-0ctober I. His cosity and solubility of mixtopic, "Measurement
and tures used in refrigerant or
analysis of harmonics due to a heat pump systems. This datastatic compensator in a long gathering method would then
radial system" is based upon serve in choices for new comhis work with the Companha
pressor designs.
Hidro ~Wca
in Sao FranVan Gaa\en' s background
disco,
Brazil.
He also
in both
chemical
and
presented formal comments
mechanical engineering made
on two others papers.
him a prime candidate for the
Ribeiro also spoke at the study's requirements. He will
Iowa State University Elec- take part in specifying and
trical Engineering and Com- designing the equipment used
puter
Graduate
Power
for controlling pressure and
Seminar on September 20.
Donald King, associate professor of political science was
one of 35 college faculty funded by the Sloan Foundation to
participate in a two-week resident program on "Nuclear
Weapons and Arms Control"
co-hosted by Harvard's Kennedy School and MIT from
June 20 to July 2. King plans
to use the information gleaned

in his course, "Peace and

lecture "Teaching Christianly:
Mere Slogan or Classroom
Reality?"
and led all-day
workshops
at Chicago
Southwest Christian Schools;
Illiana Christian High in Lansing, Illinois; Timothy Christian Schools, Elmhurst, Illinois; and Thunder
Bay
Christian School, Thunder
Bay, Ontario.

Joan Heifner, instructor in
social
work, spent two weeks
Lorna Van GUst, instructor
in
the
Soviet
Union as part of
in English, studied British
a
tour
group
celebrating the
adolescent literature at CamlOOOth
anniversary
of Chrisbridge University this summer
tianity
in
that
country.
The
through a program sponsored
group
spent
several
days
each
by the National Council of
in Leningrad,
Tbilise,
Teachers
of
English
Georgia,
Moscow,
and
Kiev,
Humanities Institute.
touring churches, seminaries,
"So Far From Home," a convents, and monasteries.
story by Dr. James C. Schaap,
As a social worker, Heifner
associate professor of English, was interested to see the power
appeared in two issues of The of the institutions of the
Banner this summer.
church and the family in the
Ann Dorr, voice instructor
Soviet system.
will be singing Poulenc's "Air
Robert De Smith, assistant
Chantee" in an all-Poulenc professor of English, received
program as part of the cultural a full-scholarship
to paroutreach program of Wayne ticipate in a week-long seminar
State College.
titled "Two Scriptures: ChrisDr. John Van Dyk, pro- tianity and Literary Theory"
fessor of education and direc- at the Institute for Advanced
tor of the Center for Educa- Christian Studies, Princeton
0
tional Services presented his University.
Security in the Nuclear Age."

I

heat in the experiments, as
well as monitoring
the
chemical ratios and viscosity
at various levels.
"Thermodynamics
is a
major part of my chemical
engineering interest,"
says
Van Gaalen. In addition to
courses in that area, he has
taught statics and dynamics,
metallurgy, materials science,
strength and materials, and
engineering graphics.
Van Gaalen's term at Dordt
College began in 1983. The
college is granting him a threeyear leave to take on this
project and write his doctoral
thesis based on the study's
results. He begins the foundational work this semester but
will remain on campus and
teach one course. In January
1989 he will move to Ames and
supplement his research work
with
doctoral
program
courses.
The ASHRAE opportunity
is .lIll ,ppening for the Dordt
College engineering department, according
to Van
Gaalen.
He hopes other
faculty or graduates may be
chosen for future projects,
perhaps
based in Sioux
Center.
0

Studies Institute
Appointments

L

addition to Dr. John
Zwart, (see page I), three
other faculty members have
release time to work on projects in the Studies Institute
this year.
Dr. Verne Meyer is studying
the relationship between worship and dramatic action. His
objective is to understand and
articulate the potential for using liturgical drama in worship
services.
Dr. Tom Visker's project is
a biblical study of play. He
hopes to discover the biblical
intention for play and come to
an understanding of its role in
our lives.
Dr. John C. Vander Stelt is
investigating the nature and
role of theology
as a
discipline. He hopes to clarify
the relation between theology
and Scripture, theology and
the other
sciences,
and
theology and daily life. He will
evaluate traditional uses of the
term "theology"
which,
though not so intended he
says, actually
undermine
biblically-directed reformation
of scholarship.
0

Golf team claims
best record yet

Top left to right: Sylvia Swankhuisen, Patty Boer, Michelle Mennega. Bottom left to right: Stephanie Vos, Audra De
Ruyter, Edgar Veldman (Assistant), Mary Schutten (Coacb), Lisa Wubben, Sandi Drlesen, Lisa Jasper, Joeli Kooima, Lisa
Klein, Vicki Doppenberg, Janet Zylstra, Julie Prins (Manager), Gretchen Zomermaand, Kara Den Blyker.

Volleyball team gains four
high school honorsplayers
With just a little over
half of the season finished at
press time, Dordt's volleyball
teams are preparing for a
strong finish. Right now both
the varsity and junior varsity
teams are at 500. The teams
are young--seven out of the
thirteen are freshmen, with
only one returning senior.
Through graduation and marriage, the team lost quite a few

upperclassmen this year, says
Coach Mary Schutten.
But the young team is
talented.
Several of the
freshmen came to Dordt with
volleyball honors in high
school. Michelle Mennega
from Unity Christian High in
Orange City, Iowa, received
All-State honors in her senior
year as did Sandi Driesen from
Hull Western Christian in
Hull, Iowa. Stephanie Vos

from Cedar Falls, Iowa, came
from a team that was a state
contender, and Lisa Klein's
team at Valley Christian High
School in Visalia, California,
was the league champion.
With the leadership of the
upperclassmen and a strong
group of freshmen, the tearn is
eagerly looking forward to the
rest of the season. Schutten
says, "They improve with
every game."
0

With a completed
season and a record of 35 wins
and 26 losses, the Dordt golf
team has put on file their best
season ever. The eleven
member team averaged 320.9
points per meet, the best
average since golf became a
varsity sport here. This score is
a significant improvement
over the previous record of
325 points. The golfers had
their best round of 72 holes
this season also, averaging 229
on the home green.
The last golf meet was held
on neutral ground in Sanborn,
Iowa, on October I I. The
Dordt tearn played against
Northwestern
College and
Martin Luther College, amil--won both matches. Preston
Kooima, a freshman from
Rock Valley, Iowa, has been
the low scorer for Dordt in a
majority of the meets, with an
average of 39.5 strokes per
nine holes. Other top golfers
include Rick Altena, a senior,
Chris Huisken, a sophomore,
Larry Faber, a senior, and
Rob
Krommendyk,
a
sophomore. Coach Abe Bos
has been coaching the tearn for
about thirteen years, and says,
"We
have
a lot
of
underclassmen on the tearn
who
show
definite
promise."
0
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Soccer team plays
well together
The Dordt soccer team
has an exceptional record of
nine wins and only 2 losses.
But that record is not the only
exceptional statistic. Fifteen of
the 26 men on the team are
underclassmen, making their
majority of wins even more exciting.
Over Tri-State break in early October, the team traveled
to Minneapolis for a tournament. They played extremely
well, beating St. Paul Bible
College, Bethel College, and
Northwestern
College of
Roseville, Minnesota. Coach
Quentin Van Essen feels that
the tournament was what the
team needed to play well
together.
Leading players for the

Defenders are Jim Colyn, a
junior from Washington; Ray
Middel, a senior from Ontario;
Phouang
Nonginthirath, a freshman from Minnesota. Simon De J ong, a
senior from California who
plays a halfback position, has
also been a consistent leader
for the team. On the defensive
end, Jeff Brouwer
from
California has played well.
The soccer players have only
five games left before District
15 NAIA Playoffs which will
be held in Des Moines on
November 4 and 5. Coach Van
Essen is happy with the season
so far, but says, "We still feel
like we can develop, and
there's a lot of potential yet
for our team. "
0

Front row, let. to right: Ray Mlddel. Hans Folkerts, Jobo
row: Jim Vander PIoq, Jett Weeala, Todd Erlbeo, Jett
Van Ease. (Coach), POD Noapotldrath, Khamko Baccam,
Jobo Brouwer (1lIIiI..... aJacb), DaD Vaader Wall, HUt

Wqeoveld,
Simon De JODI, Ropr Ewald, Jett Faber. Second
Cleverlop,
Jett Brouwer, Grea De Boer. Third row: Qoeodn
Freel WUpa.blllJ, Jobo Vander Kmk, Jim DIrkse. Fourtb row:
WUtiaa, Rkbard Bro.wer, Jim Colya
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MUSIC

October 21
October 22
November 5
November 11
November 16
November 21
December 2, 3, 10
December 4
December 5
December 13

EVENTS

8:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:00PM
3:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:00 PM
2:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:00PM

Fall Music Festlval . ensembles

Graham Steed, organ recital
Sioux County Concert Series - Brian Ganz, piano
Junior Recital - Joan Tiemersma and Darren Van't Hul
Sioux County Orchestra
SeniorlJunior Recital- Mari Schuller and Shon Heersink
Madrigal

Editorial Committee
Sally Jongsma, editor

Dinners

Christmas Choral Concert
Senior Recital - Michelle

Killeen

Chamber Orchestra Christmas Concert
THEATRE

November
November
December

4, 5, II, 12
19

9, 10

7:30 PM
3:30 PM

October 27

3:30 PM

One-Acts

Dordt College
Sioux Center. IA 51250

Fall Faculty Lectures - English Department
Reformation Day Lectures - Dr. Paul Schrotenboer

7:30 PM
November

1

10:00 AM

Nov .• Dec.

On display in
chapel mezzanine
Chapel mezzanine

December
December

3

10

6:30 PM
1:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
':30 PM
7:30PM
7:30 PM
2:30 PM

Sculpture by
Lou Roach
Paintings by Dordt professor Norman Matheis and his
grandfather G.D. Meijer

Volleyball V5. Briar Cliff
Soccer vs. St. Paul Bible
Women's Basketball vs. Dakota
WBB vs. Buena Vista
WBB vs. Sioux Falls
MBB vs. Sioux Falls
MBB vs. Dakota Wesleyan
WBD vs. Dana

En numbra
trolslbme
classe

NorwJch,Ont. NOJ lPO

SPORTS
October 27
October 29
November 22
November 29
December 2

Bulk
third
class

N·2

Dr. Vladimir Sakarov
ART

October

Howard HaU,
Quentin Van Essen,
Lorna Van Gilst,
Delmar Vander Zee

Nutcracker. Omaha Ballet
Student
LECTURES

12

Dorthea Grossmann,
student assistant
Gina Vos, student assistant
Lyle A. Gritters, Vice President for
College Advancement
Michele Van Middendorp,
layout

Publications Council
Abraham Bos, David Campbell,
Jim De Young, Lyle Gritters,

Of Mice and Men

8:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:00 PM

October 11

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College, is sent to you as alumni .and friends
of Christian Higher Education.
The Voice is published in October, December,
February, April, and June to share information
about the programs, activities,
and needs of the college.
Send address corrections
and correspondence
to: VOICE, Dordt College,
Sioux Center, fA 51250.

Wesleylan

