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“The women’s basketball team is committed to their work in the classroom and their
personal development in their chosen eld of study," says Bill Harmsen.

The NAIA scholar-team recognition

is the rst for the football team in its
11-year history. Joel Penner, Dordt’s
head football coach, says the football
team intentionally prioritizes academic
achievement alongside athletic ability.
They partner with the Academic
Enrichment Center, an on-campus
resource that provides tutoring services
and helps students gain
the skills they need to
succeed academically.
The football team also
develops “academic
game plans"—where
players are responsible
for weekly planning,
accountability, tutoring
appointments, and scheduling
study sessions. The coaches
help the players achieve their
goals.

“We believe that no one rises to low
expectations, and this is as true on the
eld as it is for other areas of our lives,”
says Penner.

Other teams have earned the scholar-
team honor repeatedly, including the
women'’s and men’s cross-country
teams, which were honored each year
since 2007-08.

“Ultimately, consistency is the key for
good distance athletes and, | think, for
good students,” says Nate Wolf, Dordt’s
cross-country coach. “The character
traits we want to recruit are what make
excellent students. We make this clear
when we recruit student-athletes.”

Prewitt, who hopes to become a
physician’s assistant someday, says
the hard work she and her teammates
put into athletics can and should be
translated into working hard in the
classroom.

“The skill of discipline that we develop
in athletics can easily be applied to

@ We believe that no one rises
to low expectations, and this
Isas trueonthe eldasitis
for other areas of our lives.

— Joel Penner, head football coach

academics,” she says. “We have a goal
in mind, just like we would on the court,
and we are going to work as hard as we
can to achieve that goal.”

The women'’s basketball players rally
around each other not only on the
court but in the classroom as well, says
Prewitt.

“I can think of numerous times when

two or three of us had a tough anatomy
test right after morning workouts.
Teammates would quiz each other
during the lift and tell each other, ‘Good
luck, you'll do great!” she says. “We love
to be known as a team that works hard

in all aspects of our life here on campus.”
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FACULTY
NOTES

Professor Emerita of Music

Dr. Karen De Mol served as

an outside reviewer for the
music department at Redeemer
University College in Ancaster,
Ontario.

Associate Professor of
Mathematics Dr. Tom Clark and
Professor of Statistics Dr. Nathan
Tintle received a $3,000 grant
from the American Institute of
Mathematics (AIM) to support the
Northwest lowa Math Teacher’s
Circle program.

Director of the Pro-
Tech Program Dr.
Joel Sikkema was
part of a panel titled
“What's ATE Doing
Down on the Farm?”
which took place at the 2019 High
Impact Technology Exchange
Conference in St. Louis in July.

In June, Associate Professor

of Chemistry and Planetary
Science Dr. Channon Visscher
participated in a month-long
interdisciplinary faculty program
in Oxford, United Kingdom,
focused on the interaction
between science and religion.
While in Oxford, Visscher
presented a seminar entitled
“Chemistry of the Forming
Moon” at the University of Oxford
Atmospheric, Oceanic, and
Planetary Physics Department.
In August, Visscher gave a talk
titled “Strategies to Advance
Geoscience Understanding

and Engagement in Religious
Academic Institutions” at the
Goldschmidt 2019 meeting in
Barcelona, Spain; the abstract was
co-authored by Anna Vekony, a
senior biology major at Dordt.

Assistant Professor of
Engineering Dr.
Derek Chitwood
presented a talk
entitled
“Improvements to
Ceramic Water Filters:
Manufacturing Methods and New
Designs” at the University of
Oklahoma International Water
Conference in September.




