










and Technology Center, a new theatre 
building is under construction. It, too, will 
include a black box like the New World 
Theatre, one that will be bigger and will 
include new technology. The lighting and 
soundboards will be reused, but there 
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backstage work easier. Eventually, the 
campus plan puts the theatre department 
adjacent to the music building, allowing 
for more collaboration between music 
and theatre. 

For Laurel Koerner, who will start 
teaching in the theatre department in the 
fall, the change in space is both exciting 
and sad. “I don’t know what Dordt theatre 
is without the New World,” she says. 
“It’s exciting to have new things on the 
horizon for the program, and I think it 
will yield great things. But it’s sad to say 
goodbye.” 

“When you are in the New 
World Theatre, you can feel 
how old the space is,” says 
Bender. “The electronics 
room used to be a locker 
room; there’s still a drain in 
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side. In the cabinets are 
items from 30 years ago. 
Notes from past generations describe 
how things run. It’s cool knowing that 
some college student from years ago, 
now likely a parent or grandparent, left 
me a note telling me how this light 
works.” 

When asked what will be missed about 
the New World, Schelhaas’ voice shows 
emotion. “Space is memory. It’s life-
changing moments. I think there’s 

no space on campus that has been 
designated for one thing longer than 
the New World Theatre has for theatre. 
There’s something about the spirit of a 
place—standing in this spot where people 
for 60 years have been doing theatre and 
thinking about  who came before and 
what was said and acted here.”
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line, when I walked out on that stage. 

‘Oh Earnest! It’s only you. I thought there 
was someone here.’ And I remember my 
last line, from The Crucible. “‘He has his 
goodness now, God forbid I take it from 
him.’”

“I’m devoted to the mission of Dordt, and 
the theatre department has maintained 
that mission well,” Schelhaas adds. 
“Verne would grill the kids about a 
Reformed view of theatre, and a kingdom 
vision. When I would teach other classes, 
I found that the theatre students could 
articulate the vision of the college better 
than anybody.”

Fictorie hopes this vision will continue 
to hold strong as the theatre department 
moves into a new phase of existence.

“The vision that has always been at 
Dordt—about how we are called to 
transform the world that we live in, 
to bring about the in-breaking of the 
kingdom—I hope that vision never gets 
diluted. That is what Dordt is all about.”

KATE HENRECKSON

The old stage, which is where many of Dordt’s earliest productions took place, was still visible 
backstage at the New World Theatre. Old play decorations and props lined the walls.
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In early February, the theatre department invited the Dordt community to say goodbye to the New 
World Theatre. The new building is slated to open in summer of 2019.

“Space is memory. It’s life-changing moments. I think there’s 
no space on campus that has been designated for one thing 
longer than the New World Theatre has for theatre.”
—Jeri Schelhaas, instructor emerita of theatre arts and English
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Henreckson: Farewell to the New World
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