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2009-2010 Catalog

	

  

This catalog is published for the faculty and students of Dordt College. We have made every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of the information in this catalog, but it is not to be considered a binding contract. The college reserves the 
right to make changes and to apply those revisions to registered and accepted students.

D O R D T  C O L L E G E



Academic Calendar
	     
                   (Tentative)  	
2009-10	 2010-11	 Day	 Activity

Aug 20-22	 Aug 19-21	 Thurs-Sat	 International/ESL student orientation
Aug 22-24	 Aug 21-23	 Sat-Mon	 Freshman orientation
Aug 25	 Aug 24	 Tuesday	 Transfer/returning orientation
Aug 25	 Aug 24	 Tuesday	 Orientation/Registration
Aug 26	 Aug 25	 Wednesday	 Classes begin – 8 a.m. 
Aug 28	 Aug 27	 Friday	 Convocation – 11 a.m.
Oct 1, 2	 Oct 7, 8	 Thurs, Fri	 Reading Days – Heartland Teacher’s Conference, no classes
Oct 16	 Oct 15	 Friday	 End of first set of half-courses
Oct 19	 Oct 18	 Monday	 Beginning of second set of half-courses
Nov 9-23	 Nov 8-22		  Pre-registration for spring semester
Nov 25	 Nov 24	 Wednesday	 Thanksgiving recess – 8 a.m.
Dec 1	 Nov 30	 Tuesday	 Classes resume – 8 a.m.
Dec 11	 Dec 10	 Friday	 Review day
Dec 14-17	 Dec 13-16	 Mon-Thurs	 Testing 

Jan 11	 Jan 10	 Monday	 New and transfer/returning student orientation
Jan 12	 Jan 11	 Tuesday	 Spring semester registration  – 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jan 12	 Jan 11	 Tuesday	 Spring semester begins – 8 a.m.
Jan 15	 Jan 14	 Friday	 Convocation – 11 a.m.
Mar 1	 Feb 28	 Monday	 End of first set of half-courses
Mar 2	 Mar 1	 Tuesday	 Beginning of second set of half-courses
Mar 11	 Mar 10	 Thursday	 Spring vacation – 12:15 p.m.
			   [first three periods meet on Thursday]
Mar 23	 Mar 22	 Tuesday	 Classes resume – 8 a.m.
Mar 30	 Mar 29	 Tuesday	 Assessment day
Apr 5-19	 Apr 8-21		  Pre-registration for fall semester
May 3	 May 2̀ 	 Monday	 Review day – a.m.
May 3	 May 2	 Monday	 Testing – p.m.
May 4-6	 May 3-5	 Tues-Thurs	 Testing – a.m. & p.m.
May 7	 May 6	 Friday	 Commencement – 10 a.m.
July 12	 July 11	 Monday	 Graduate school summer session begins
July 30	 July 29	 Friday	 Graduate school summer session ends
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Dordt College - An Overview
Principles and Purposes	

	 Dordt College owes its existence to a community whose faith commitment demands obedience to 
biblical principles in all of life.  This religious commitment, historically known as the Reformed faith, 
has always been the basis of education at Dordt College.
	 The Dordt College community confesses that the Scriptures are the Word of God.  As God’s infal-
libly and authoritatively inspired revelation, the Bible reveals the way of salvation in Jesus Christ, requires 
a life of obedience to the Lord, and provides the key to understanding, interpreting, and finding purpose 
in life.
	 In various documents over its half-century of existence Dordt has articulated its mission as an in-
stitution in the Reformed theological tradition, committed to promoting student learning for life-long 
Christian service.   From the early statements of Dordt’s founders to the comprehensive “The Educa-
tional Task of Dordt College,” the college’s current statement of purpose, (www.dordt.edu/publications/
faculty_handbook/faculty_handbook.pdf) those documents have consistently sounded the same theme.  
That theme was described most concisely in our mission statement which guides the work of the institu-
tional planning committee:

Dordt College is an institution of higher education committed to the Reformed Christian perspective.  It’s 
mission is to equip students, alumni and the broader community to work effectively toward Christ-centered 
renewal in all aspects of contemporary life. We carry out our educational task by: 
•	 Developing a biblical understanding of creation and culture
•	 Discerning the pervasive effects of sin throughout our world 
•	 Celebrating and proclaiming the redemptive rule of Christ over all of life and all of creation 
•	 Nurturing a commitment for challenging the forces that distort God’s good creation and all of human 

activity 
•	 Offering academic programs, maintaining institutional practices, and conducting social activities in a 

visionary, integrated, biblically-informed manner 
•	 Fostering a climate in which discipleship becomes a practiced way of life both on and off campus 

A Kingdom Perspective     Scripture and creation reveal to us a sovereign God.  Nothing exists without 
him; all things are under his control and find their goal and purpose in his glory.  The creation is God’s 
kingdom.
	 The Bible also tells us that God created humankind in his image.  People are covenantally bound to 
their creator by his law, that calls for loving obedience.
	 After Adam’s fall into sin, humankind, though called to develop and care for God’s world, began to 
treat it as an object of exploitation.  Rather than serving the King, people abandoned themselves and the 
rest of creation to division and strife, misery and death.
	 But God came to us with his Word of grace.  Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
God has reclaimed what had been deformed and distorted by sin.  Even though the effects of the fall 
continue, Christ has rescued the creation from the curse of sin and reigns as King over all.  He summons 
those he has redeemed to work for the expression of his kingdom everywhere.
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Serviceable Insight     Our mandate to be busy in Christ’s kingdom requires that we study, examine, and 
understand his world.  Christian educational institutions must work to gain and transmit insights into 
the created order.
 	 The Christian’s understanding of God’s handiwork is distorted by centuries of secularization.  Dordt 
College is faced with the challenge of developing genuine Christian insight — an understanding of the 
creation illumined by the liberating light of the Scriptures.
	 Christians in a technological and secular civilization need the ability to distinguish sharply, to think 
critically, and to judge wisely.  Dordt College must provide the kind of insight that enables Christians to 
carry out their tasks effectively in a complicated world.
	 Such insight is not merely theoretical.  While Christian insight reflects an understanding of the 
structure and workings of God’s created order, it includes other dimensions as well: the practical ability 
to carry out one’s task in loving obedience and service, and the desire to function effectively as a kingdom 
citizen.

A Christian Curriculum     Central to the implementation of the educational task of Dordt College 
is the curriculum, a basic means for encouraging student learning and transmitting serviceable insight.
Those fields of investigation that focus on the structure of the created order form the backbone of educa-
tion at Dordt College.  A curriculum of various academic disciplines, such as language, natural science, 
and social science, make up the foundation of every student’s education at Dordt.
	 Students at Dordt are also required to study history, philosophy, and contemporary problems in order 
to gain insight into how mankind has responded to God’s call to service within his creation.  Through 
this requirement, students are challenged to discern the spirits of the age and to work for genuine refor-
mation in culture and society.
	 Dordt seeks to provide insight into the nature and demands of the various vocations and professions.  
Majors and pre-professional programs form another essential part of the curriculum.
	 Throughout the curriculum, students are helped to develop the analytic, communicative, artistic, and 
physical skills that are essential for effective Christian service.

Education for the Whole Person     The co-curricular aspects of the college also play a vital role in the 
implementation of the educational task of Dordt College.  Dordt, therefore, seeks to provide a wide range 
of opportunities that develop and enhance serviceable insight. 
	 Dordt College cannot count itself truly successful if its graduates possess knowledge and skill, yet 
lack the desire to carry out their tasks in service and loving obedience.  The college works to foster this 
attitude by promoting social and devotional activities.  Such activities are not considered mere additions 
to the academic task; Dordt College attempts to integrate them into a total pattern of curricular and co-
curricular activity, all of which provide the student with serviceable insight.

The History	

	 Dordt College had its beginning in 1937 with the circulation among midwestern Christian Reformed 
Churches of proposals and recommendations regarding the establishment of a Christian college.  World 
War II put an end to these discussions; however, after the war, the movement gained new impetus due to 
the critical shortage of qualified teachers for Christian schools in the area.

Dordt College–An Overview	 The History
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	 The college was organized in 1953 as the Midwest Christian Junior College.  Under this name, in-
struction began in September 1955 with 35 students and five faculty members.  In 1956 the name of the 
college was changed to Dordt College.

In 1961 the decision was made to expand to a four-year college.  In September 1963 the junior class 
was added, and in 1965 the first class of students received the B.A. degree.

Dordt College grew rapidly in the ’60s and ’70s.  By 1965 enrollment had topped 500 and contin-
ued growing steadily to an enrollment of 1218 by 1978.  In the same period the campus grew from one 
to more than a dozen buildings.  Today Dordt enrolls more than 1300 students and occupies a well-
equipped, 115-acre campus.

Dordt also has expanded its offerings over the years.  Founded primarily to train teachers, Dordt was 
graduating students in a number of the liberal arts by the late 1960s.  In 1969, the first courses in business 
administration were offered, marking a move toward combining a “liberal” education with “practical” 
instruction.  Others that followed this precedent were agriculture, engineering, nursing, and social work.  
In 1993 Dordt College added a master of education degree to its associate’s and bachelor’s degree offerings.  
The current curriculum includes more than 90 programs, taught by more than 70 faculty members.

Accreditation	

Dordt College is accredited by The Higher 
Learning Commission as a four-year, bachelor de-
gree granting institution.  Dordt’s HLC accredita-
tion dates from 1971, with the most recent renew-
al in 2001. The college also gained HLC  approval 
in 1994 to offer a graduate program leading to the 
master of education degree.

The Iowa Department of Education has ap-
proved Dordt’s program of teacher education. 
Graduates of the teacher education program are 
recommended for the first level of licensure grant-
ed by the state of Iowa.  Approval has also been 
granted to offer a master of education degree.

The Dordt College social work program has 
been accredited since 1986 by the Council on So-
cial Work Education.

The Dordt College engineering major has 
been accredited by the Engineering Accredita-
tion Commission of the Accreditation Board for 
Engineering and Technology (ABET) since 1991. 
The engineering science major and engineering 
technology major have not been examined or ac-
credited by ABET.

The Dordt College nursing major has been 
accredited since 2007 by the Commission on Col-

The Higher Learning Commission
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400
Chicago, IL  60602-2504
Ph. (312) 263-0456
(800) 621-7440
Fax (312) 263-7462
www.ncacihe.org

State of Iowa
Board of Educational Examiners Licensure
Grimes State Office Building
Des Moines, IA  50319-0146
Ph. (515) 281-3245

Council on Social Work Education
1725 Duke Street, Suite 500
Alexandria, VA  22314
Ph. (703) 683-8080
Fax (703) 683-8099

Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology, Inc.
111 Market Pl., Suite 1050
Baltimore, MD  21202
Ph. (410) 347-7700
Fax (410) 625-2238

Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education
One Dupont Circle NW, Suite 530
Washington, D.C. 20036-1120
Ph. (202) 887-6791
Fax (202) 887-8476
www.aacn.nche.edu

Accreditation	 Dordt College–An Overview
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lege Nursing Education (CCNE).
The college is also approved to train veterans under Public Law 550, war orphans under Public Law 

634, and students from foreign countries.

Policy of Nondiscrimination 	

The commitment of Dordt College to nondiscrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender, 
national or ethnic origin, or race in the administration of its admissions, education, and employment 
policies is consistent with the requirements of the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the 1972 Education Amendments, Section 504 of the Vo-
cational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Iowa Civil Rights Act of 1965.  Inquiries concerning compli-
ance should be directed to the vice president for business affairs at the business office, 712-722-6010.

Dordt College–An Overview	 Policy of Nondiscrimination
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The Campus	
Location	

	 The Dordt College campus is located in Sioux Center, Iowa, a prosperous, rapidly growing commu-
nity in northwest Iowa.  Sioux Center is situated on Highway 75, 45 miles north of Sioux City, Iowa, and 
55 miles southeast of Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Facilities	

The Ribbens Academic Complex     As indicated by its name, the classroom complex is home to many of 
the facilities for the academic program: a 200-seat lecture hall, numerous classrooms of various sizes, the 
New World Theatre and theatre arts shop, a student-art gallery, various art studios, computer labs, and 
faculty offices. The classroom complex also accommodates the offices of graduate education, computer 
services, and the copy center.

B.J. Haan Auditorium/Music Center     The B.J. Haan Auditorium/Music Center was completed in 
1979.  The music building houses rehearsal rooms and studios for all of the musical organizations on 
campus, as well as vocal and instrumental practice rooms and music faculty offices.  The B.J. Haan Audi-
torium, which is used for chapel services, concerts, organ recitals, and other events, seats approximately 
1500 people and contains a large, beautiful Casavant pipe organ.  The mezzanine of the B.J. Haan Audi-
torium accommodates the offices of the Studies Institute.

The John and Louise Hulst Library     The John and Louise Hulst Library is a centralized library facil-
ity that houses a collection of 314,000 volumes, including 145,000 book volumes, 18,500 print journal 
volumes, and 163,000 microtext units. The library subscribes to nearly 500 journals, magazines, and 
newspapers and has electronic access to another 15,500 titles. In addition to providing print and elec-
tronic resources, the library serves the campus’ media needs by acquiring and circulating audio and video 
tapes, DVDs, projectors, laptops, recorders, camcorders, cameras, GPS units, VCRs, DVD players, mp3 
players, CD players, and other media equipment. A collection of over 4.000 sound recordings resides in 
the library’s Listening Room. The library has a significant collection of curriculum and children’s litera-
ture materials housed in the Learning Resource Center. Other specialized collections include the Dordt 
College Archives and the Dutch Memorial Collection.

Open nearly 90 hours per week during the academic year, the facility provides study space for over 300.  
The original building was constructed in 1966, but a significant renovation occurred in 2002 when the 
Campus Center building was built immediately adjacent to the Library.  The renovation provided the li-
brary with a new entrance, a remodeled upper level, an expanded workroom, two additional offices, and 
an added multipurpose room.  The presence of the Campus Center allows students to make use of the 
extensive study spaces scattered throughout the building, and incorporates the library, academic offices 
and classrooms, lounges, food service outlets, and recreational facilities under one roof.
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The library is also a central campus location of computing resources for students. With a multimedia 
computer lab on the lower level and additional multimedia PCs scattered throughout the upper level, 
students can search the library’s web-based catalog to locate books and articles, access the Internet, send 
e-mail, instant message, compose papers, create presentations, watch DVDs, and listen to music or other 
audio files.  On the upper-level of the library there is also a PC-based multimedia production station 
capable of digitizing audio and video content.  The library has a wireless area network in place to accom-
modate students using their own laptops.

Science and Technology Center     The original natural sciences building was completed in 1968. Ad-
ditions in 1978, 1982, and 1990 more than doubled its size.  The building incorporates a greenhouse, 
80- and 180-seat lecture halls, general use classrooms, a computer lab, faculty offices, and dedicated  
facilities for the agriculture, biology, chemistry, engineering, environmental studies,  and physics depart-
ments.  Agriculture facilities include animal science and agronomy labs, a surgery, and a live animal 
room.  The biology department has at its disposal numerous laboratories of varying sizes, including an 
electron microscope lab.  The engineering wing incorporates labs for mechanical engineering, electron-
ics, electrical engineering, and computer-aided design.  Two large laboratories are available for general 
and organic chemistry, a smaller laboratory is used for advanced courses, and four instrument labo-
ratories are available for all courses and individual projects.  Major instruments include a UV-visible 
spectrometer, liquid and gas chromatographs (GC and HPLC), an infrared spectrometer, (FTIR), a 
nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometer (NMR), an atomic absorption spectrometer (AAS), and a 
flourescence spectrometer. The physics department has one large laboratory for introductory courses, 
equipped with computer interfaced data acquisition systems at each station, and a project laboratory 
and an optics room for advanced courses and individual projects.  The physics department is equipped 
with apparatus to study holography and laser optics, the properties of high-temperature superconduc-
tors and nuclear radiation.  An astronomy and solar energy engineering laboratory on the roof of this 
facility contains photovoltaic panels, solar-thermal collectors, pyranometers, and a small wind turbine 
for renewable energy studies.  Also included in this laboratory is an astronomy observatory dome with 
multiple telescopes.

The Commons     The first section of the Commons was completed in 1964.  Wings were added in 
1966, 1969, and 1979.  The building has complete facilities for serving all meals to students living in the 
residence halls.

KDCR Radio     The facilities of radio station KDCR-FM include a master control room, a production 
studio, an announcer’s booth, administrative offices, an engineer’s workroom, record and tape library,  
and newswire services. 

The Recreation Complex     The recreation complex provides a wide range of fitness and recreation 
opportunities for the Dordt College community and local residents.  It also is home to the health, physi-
cal education, and recreation (HPER) department.  The building combines the original college gymna-
sium, which seats 1400 spectators, with approximately 85,000 square feet of new and  remodeled space 
completed in 1997.  In addition to the gymnasium used for intercollegiate competition, the recreation 
complex incorporates three additional courts, adaptable for basketball, volleyball, tennis, etc; a 200-meter 

The Campus	 Facilities
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rubberized track, along with space for field events; three racquetball courts; spacious rooms for weightlift-
ing and exercise equipment; training and locker facilities; and classrooms and HPER faculty offices.

The Campus Center     The Campus Center, completed in 2002, serves as the focal point of campus.  
The building’s location and unique combination of programs allows it to serve as a social, recreational, 
academic and administrative center for the college community.
	 The lower level of the Campus Center houses the college game room that includes a four-lane bowling 
alley, billiard and ping-pong tables and the student project room complete with darkrooms.
	 The student services office complex is located on level one.  This area includes the director of resi-
dence life, counseling and placement offices, the campus pastor and the vice president for student ser-
vices.  The campus grille, student mailboxes and student lounge are also located on level one.
	 Level two includes the welcome center for guests arriving on campus, the bookstore and the admis-
sions and financial aid offices.  An art gallery for displaying the works of students and local artists is also 
located on this level.
	 Administrative offices for the registrar, provost, and the president are located on level three.  Class-
rooms and faculty offices for the business administration program are also housed on this level.   

The Residence Halls
West Hall accommodates 154 underclass men and women in four-person suites.  Also in the building 
are a lounge area, laundry facilities, and kitchenette.
North Hall houses 195 first and second-year men in double rooms.  It includes lounge areas, com-
puter rooms, laundry facilities, and kitchenette.
East Hall accommodates approximately 197 first and second-year women in double rooms.  It also 
has a kitchenette, lounge, computer lab, and laundry room.
Covenant Hall houses 244 male and female students and has ten seminar rooms, four kitchenettes, 
a computer laboratory, office facilities, and summer storage space.  Campus Health Services are also 
located in Covenant Hall.

East Campus Apartments     This apartment complex includes six buildings housing 288 students.  Each 
building has eight three-bedroom apartments that are equipped for cooking.  

Southview Apartments     This building has 28 cooking apartments housing a total of 168 students.  Six 
students reside in each apartment.  Computer rooms, lounge areas, laundry facilities, and a community 
room complement the living areas.

Agriculture Stewardship Center     Two miles north of the college, the ASC includes 90 acres of farm-
land used for production, crop testing, and research.  

Recreational Facilities     In addition to on-campus recreational facilities, students have access to mu-
nicipal facilities, including The Ridge 18-hole golf course, a football/track stadium, and a park adjacent 
to campus.  Students also have access to the All-Seasons Center that houses an indoor/outdoor aquatics 
center, an ice rink, and a locker room for the football program.

Facilities	 The Campus
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Accessibility for Students with Disabilities	

Dordt College is committed to offering equal access to people with disabilities.  The college has estab-
lished the position of Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (CSSD) in order to assist 
students with disabilities desiring to enroll at the college.  A student with a disability should contact the 
coordinator approximately six months before the start of the semester of admission or as early as possible 
to ensure the accessibility of classrooms and housing and the availability of auxiliary aids.  The student 
will be asked to provide appropriate documentation of the disability that is no more than three years 
old so that the current impact of the disability is addressed.  The coordinator uses the documentation 
to develop an individual plan with each student, implementing necessary services and accommodations.  
Accommodations may not lower course standards or alter degree requirements, but provide students 
with disabilities an equal opportunity to learn and demonstrate their abilities.
	 Certain facilities on campus are not fully accessible to people with disabilities, but Dordt College does 
adhere to the accessibility standards of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 by ensuring the student’s program and learning environment, when viewed 
in their entirety, are accessible to people with physical disabilities.  

The Campus	 Accessibility
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Campus Life	
As a Christian institution, Dordt College aspires to be a community of faculty and students commit-

ted to the study and evaluation of the various branches of learning in the light of the Bible, God’s infal-
lible Word.  The life of this community has both its academic and social aspects, and in both of these all 
members of the Dordt College community seek to glorify the triune God.

In accordance with the Christian aim of Dordt College, students are expected to express the Chris-
tian faith positively in their general conduct and life style.  It is not the purpose or intention of Dordt 
College to lay down minute regulations for the daily conduct of its students.  By their applications for 
admission and their decision to attend Dordt College, students certify that they intend to live according 
to the Christian aims and policies of the college.  Though admission to Dordt College is the rightful 
privilege of its constituency, that privilege may be readily withdrawn should the student fail to maintain 
proper standards of conduct or scholarship.

Students are expected to attend church services each Sunday.  Students who are not able to attend 
their home church are asked to select one of the local churches as their church home.

Chapel is held once a week to provide opportunity for students, faculty, and staff  to join in medita-
tion upon the Word of God.  All students are expected to attend chapel regularly, not out of compulsion, 
but out of recognition of the need for spiritual nourishment and refreshment. 

Each school year begins with the college retreat at Lake Okoboji.  This is followed throughout the 
year by Bible study groups, lecture series, mid-week praise and worship, residence hall devotions, etc. 
Recognizing the importance of the spiritual aspect of student life, the college also provides pastoral coun-
seling for students.  Members of the Student Services staff meet with and help students with questions 
and problems that may be troubling them.  Thus, the college seeks to maintain and develop a vibrant 
spiritual climate on campus in the context of which the work of Christian scholarship may be effectively 
carried on.

Student Activities	

Student Government     Student Symposium is the student government organization on the Dordt 
College campus.  It represents the student body and helps all students fulfill their office.  Student Sym-
posium consists of 18 students.  These students represent the academic divisions, major campus groups, 
and come from all areas of the residential campus.  Each of these students serves  on a college committee 
and participates in the major decision-making processes of Dordt College.  Student Symposium meets 
regularly to discuss issues of concern to the Dordt College community.

Athletics     Dordt College is a member of the National Association of Inter-collegiate Athletics (NAIA) 
and the Great Plains Athletic Conference.  As a member of the NAIA, Dordt College teams are eligible 
for post-season tournament play.  Dordt plays a full schedule of games with colleges in Iowa, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, and South Dakota.  Intercollegiate competition for men is scheduled in baseball, basketball, 
cross-country, football, golf, soccer, and track.  Competition for women is scheduled in basketball, cross-
country, soccer, softball, track, and volleyball.
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Intramurals      A year-round program of intramural sports gives all students an opportunity to take part 
in recreational activities, both competitive and non-competitive.  The intramural program is planned 
and supervised by the student intramural council.  Recreation is provided through such activities as bad-
minton, basketball, bowling, softball, volleyball, racquetball, soccer, golf, floor hockey, sand volleyball, 
and pool.

Club Sports     Students have organized a number of sports clubs that supplement the regular program; 
some allow for intercollegiate competition.  Soccer, hockey, volleyball, men’s and women’s lacrosse, and 
wrestling are examples of the types of club sports that have been organized in previous years.  Additional 
clubs may be organized as student interest demands.  The club sports program is supervised by the 
Health/PE/Recreation department.

Clubs     A number of clubs are organized to provide outlets for students with special interests.  Student 
groups apply for club status and club funding by submitting applications to the Student Symposium.

Social/Cultural Activities     The college schedules a variety of activities throughout the year.  Students 
are encouraged to participate in campus events as an important part of college life.
	 In addition to club activities, athletics, and musical activities, various groups plan a number of social 
events.  Students are encouraged to attend the fine arts festivals, the college-sponsored travelogue series, 
the annual music festival, the Christmas banquet, the Talent Extravaganza, the Spring Fling Festival, or 
many of the other school activities organized by student representatives.

Campus Life	 Student Activities
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List of Active Clubs and Organizations
Agriculture Club
American Society of Mechanical Engineers
A Mission OutReach (AMOR)
Astronomy Club
Book Club
Comedy Club
Computer Club
Creation Care Club
Cricket Club
Criminal Justice Club
Dance Team
Defender Capital Management Club
Defenders for Life Club
Dordt Crossings Club
Faith and Film Club
Flying Club
Future Business Executives (FBE)	
Future Physician’s Club (Pre-Med Club)
Game Club
Hands Lifted Up - Outreach and Signing
Hockey Club
Institute of Electronic and Electrical Engineers (IEEE)
Invention Pioneers of Note Club
Justice Matters Club

Lacrosse Club
Life Club
Math Club
Monday Morning Coffee Club
Noir Club
Non-Partisan Politics Club
Nursing Club
Philosophy Club
Positive Airwaves
Pre-Law Club
Pre-Physical Therapy Club
Presbyterian Student Fellowship
Pre-Vet Club
Psychology Club 
Putting Love Into Action (PLIA)
Sioux Falls Prison Ministry Club
Soccer Club	
Social Work Club
Speculative Order of Exploring Cuisine (S.O.E.C.)
Students Without Borders–Cross-Cultural Club
The Canons (Men’s Vocal)
The Treblemakers (Women’s Vocal)
Triathlon Club
WISE Club



Drama     Several dramatic productions are given each year.  All students who wish to participate are 
encouraged to audition.  Opportunity is also given to participate in other forensic activities.

Musical Activities     Vocal and instrumental groups contribute to the social and cultural life of indi-
vidual students and offer opportunity for professional training and credit toward graduation.  Current 
groups include the following:  

Campus Community Band–All new students, as well as upperclassmen may audition for member-
ship in the Campus Community Band, an organization that studies representative symphonic band 
literature and performs several local concerts each year.

Chamber Orchestra–The Chamber Orchestra consists of string players who study chamber mu-
sic literature, perform several local concerts each year, and tour extensively.  Membership is by 
audition.

Chorale–All new students, as well as upperclassmen, may audition for membership in the Chorale, a 
group that studies representative choral literature and performs several local concerts each year.

Concert Band–Band members, chosen by audition, study representative symphonic band literature, 
perform several local concerts each year,  and tour extensively.

Concert Choir–Each year the Concert Choir presents a number of local concerts and tours exten-
sively. Membership in the choir is open by audition.

Ensembles–Various small ensembles are organized each year to perform small ensemble literature.  A 
variety of performance opportunities is available.

Jazz Band–Membership is by audition.  Unless other arrangements are made, all players must also be 
members of the Campus-Community Band or Concert Band.

Northwest Iowa Symphony Orchestra–Chamber Orchestra members have automatic membership 
in this large full symphony orchestra;. membership is open to wind and percussion students by audi-
tion.  NISO performs three concerts each year.

Women’s Chorus–Membership is open by audition. The Chorus presents several local concerts each 
year.

Student Publications   
Dordt College Diamond, the school newspaper, published biweekly by the students.
The Signet, an annual student publication–issued in the summer.
The Canon, the creative literary publication in the arts.
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Student Services	

Counseling     Counseling services are offered to the Dordt community as a program of the Office of 
Student Services.  These services are designed to promote and enhance responsible academic activity and 
to meet the individual counseling needs of the community.  Trained counseling personnel are available 
to assist students with their social, emotional, spiritual, and vocational needs.  Referral services to off-
campus agencies are also available through the counseling staff.

Career Services    The career services office provides  help for students seeking vocational direction for their 
lives.  Several  computer-based tests are administered, and results are immediate.  A resource library offers a 
wide variety of career information.  The career services office sponsors the Peer Counseling program, that 
orients  students to college and gives them academic and career advice specific to Dordt College. 	

Job Placement Assistance     The Career Services office also offers formal placement services for all stu-
dents graduating with either a four-year or two-year degree.  Placement services include arranging on- and 
off-campus interviews and maintaining student placement records.  The services available to the student 
include resumé writing, job application procedures, interviewing skills information, job vacancy listings, 
and services for students interested in graduate school programs.

Housing	

All unmarried students who are not 22 years of age by September 1, 2009, are required to live in 
Dordt College housing unless they live at home with a parent or guardian.  Those students who wish to 
live with other relatives must receive approval from the Associate Provost for Co-Curricular Programs  
prior to making other arrangements for housing.  The student life committee may grant exceptions to 
this general policy where circumstances make it advisable.  All requests for exceptions must be presented 
in writing to the Associate Provost for Co-Curricular Programs prior to the academic year.  Mid-year 
requests will not be considered unless extenuating circumstances exist.  Dordt/St. Luke’s students in 
their first and second years in the St. Luke’s program are considered full-time students with regard to the 
residency policy. 

Rooms for incoming freshmen and transfer students are reserved in advance upon receipt of the $100 
enrollment deposit that all first-time students must pay.  Rooms for returning upperclassmen are reserved 
in advance upon receipt of a $150 security/damage deposit.  These deposits are non-refundable and non-
transferable.  The enrollment deposit becomes the student’s security deposit when enrolled.  The security 
deposit will be refunded in June, 2010, if no fines have been levied, such as parking, overdue library 
books, room damage, and there are no outstanding bills such as tuition due the college.

While the college is responsible for housing all unmarried students, such students do have a measure 
of choice in regard to room and roommates.  However, the college reserves the right to make housing 
adjustments when necessary.  Married students are expected to make their own housing arrangements.  
Information about available apartments for married students can be obtained from student services.

Campus Life	 Housing
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Housing Regulations     Rooms are furnished with necessary articles of furniture, such as beds, mat-
tresses, desks, chairs, and dressers.  Students provide their own blankets, linens, bedspread, pillows, 
towels, and wash cloths.  Every room is furnished with a telephone connection.  All residence halls are 
equipped with network connections in individual rooms.  Individual rooms are not furnished  with 
computers or telephones. Students must register their computer in order to gain access to the campus 
computer network. Each student, by applying for a room and paying a security/damage deposit, obligates 
himself or herself to college housing for the entire year or for such portion of the year as he or she may 
attend Dordt College.  Room contracts terminate at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, December 18, 2009, at the end 
of the fall semester and at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, May 7, 2010, at the end of the spring semester.    Students 
must be out of their residence by that time.  Graduating seniors must be out of their residence by 7:00 
p.m. on Saturday, May 8, 2010.
	 The charges set by the college do not include Christmas and spring vacation periods, when the dining 
hall and the residence halls are closed.  The college encourages students to either go home or to a friend’s 
home during these vacation periods.  Students who do not live in or near Sioux Center may make ar-
rangements to pay an extra fee to stay in college housing over break.
	 Rooms of students in any college owned residence are open for college inspection at any time.  The 
student is held responsible for any damage to his or her room, residence complex, or furnishings.  Each 
residence hall is under the supervision of an area coordinator and resident assistants.  Students are 
responsible to the residence life staff, and they are expected to abide by all college-determined housing 
regulations in addition to those listed in this catalog.  For a more complete statement of policies regard-
ing student housing and student conduct, see the student handbook.

Meals     All students living on campus, except third- and fourth-year students assigned to apartment style 
residences, are required to take their meals through college food service unless exempted by the college.  
Regular cooking is not permitted in the college residence halls.

Housing	 Campus Life
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Admissions
Freshman Admission	

Dordt College seeks applicants who want to attend a Christian college and who have demonstrated 
the desire to learn.  All students exhibiting these characteristics will be considered for admission.  Previ-
ous academic experience is a large, but not the only, factor in evaluating applications.   

The executive director of admissions determines admission for all freshmen students after the follow-
ing items have been received:

1.	 A completed Dordt College application for admission
2. 	 A non-refundable (after December 31) $25.00 (U.S. funds) application fee
3.  	 A final high school transcript
4. 	 ACT or SAT test results.

Regular Admission     Applicants are normally granted regular admission status if their academic record 
demonstrates the following:

1.	 A minimum of 17 units of high school credit.  A subject pursued for one school year of 36 weeks 
with five class periods per week is considered one unit.  At least ten units must be from the sub-
jects listed under the “recommended high school program” below.

2.	 A college-preparatory course of study with:
	 -3 years (minimum) of English
	 -2 years (minimum) of mathematics (must be in algebra and/or geometry)
	 -2 years of foreign language in a single language with grades no lower than ‘C’ in the second   

year.  International and ESL students meet this requirement if they receive a passing score on the 
Entrance Interview.

3.	 A cumulative high school GPA of 2.25
4.	 ACT or SAT I test score as follows:
	 ACT:  English - 18	           	 Math - 18			   Composite - 19
	 SAT I: Critical Reading - 460	          	 Math - 460           Writing - 460	 Composite - 1380

Admission with Special Provision     Applicants with incomplete admissions records or applicants 
with high school records or test score that do not meet all regular admission standards may be granted 
admission with special provision.  In the case of incomplete records, receipt of the complete record may 
result in a change of admission status.  Students who were unable to take the ACT or SAT I prior to 
enrollment will be required to take the ACT after arrival on campus.  The results of this test may affect 
the student’s status.
	 All students admitted who have not had at least two years of high school foreign language will be 
required to study foreign language at the 100-level at Dordt.  Students pursuing a bachelor’s degree must 
complete the foreign language requirement prior to fulfilling the cross-cultural requirement.
	 Students admitted who do not meet the specified score on the ACT or SAT I test will be required 
to take additional preparatory courses either during the summer prior to the freshman year or during 
the freshman year.  These courses give the necessary background in English and mathematics to do 
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college-level work.  For details see the descriptions of English 100 and Mathematics 100 in the Academic 
Offerings section of the Catalog.  
	 Students who are admitted with a high school GPA below 2.25 or a composite ACT score below 19 
(SAT I combined score below 1380) will be admitted to Dordt through the Aspire Program.  This pro-
gram includes diagnostic testing, study skill seminars, academic and career counseling, and other services 
designed to help students adjust to college life.  See page 21 for details on the Aspire Program.
	 Applicants being considered for admission with a composite ACT score below 17 (SAT I combined 
score below 1215) will be required to take part in a personal admissions interview.
	 Other background deficiencies not specifically listed here will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

Recommended High School Program	

	 The type of courses and programs that students select in high school will affect how well they adjust 
to college work.  Ideally they should take the following:

English/Language Arts . . . . . . . 4 years
Mathematics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 years

One year of algebra, one year of geometry, one year of advanced algebra or advanced mathemat-
ics; four years of mathematics is recommended for students considering majors in mathematics, 
computer science, engineering, physics or other science programs.

Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 years
Including biology, chemistry, or physics; nursing and agriculture students should take chemistry; 
three years of science is recommended for students considering majors or programs in science.

Social Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 years
Foreign Language . . . . . . . . . . . 2 years

Three or more years of foreign language in one language, with grades no lower than ‘C’ in the final year 
of study, may satisfy Dordt’s cross-cultural requirement provided the student can show evidence of an 
appropriate cross-cultural experience.  (See Core Program Course Requirements, page 52)

Electives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 years
College preparatory courses from areas listed above.

Nondiscrimination Policy	

	 Dordt College’s commitment to nondiscrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender, na-
tional or ethnic origin, or race includes nondiscriminatory access to college programs and activities and 
treatment therein.  Inquiries should be directed to the provost’s office.

Making Application	

Application for admission should be made well in advance of the semester a student wishes to enter 
Dordt College.  To make a formal application for admission, candidates should write to the executive 
director of admissions requesting application forms.

Making Application	 Admissions
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Students will be considered for admission after they have submitted the following official forms:
1.	 Application for admission with $25.00 (U.S. funds) fee
2.	 Transcript of high school record
Accepted students are to pay a $100.00 enrollment deposit within 21 days of the acceptance date. The 

enrollment deposit serves as a declaration of intent to enroll and reserves housing.  If requested in writ-
ing, it is refundable until May 1.  This enrollment deposit becomes the student’s security deposit when 
fully enrolled. This deposit will be refunded when the student terminates attendance at Dordt if no fines 
have been levied, such as overdue library books, room damage, and there are no outstanding bills such 
as tuition due the college.

Entrance Test	

	 Applicants for admission are also required to submit the results of the ACT or SAT.  Applicants who 
are not able to take the ACT or SAT may be considered for admission but will be required to take the 
ACT after enrollment.

Notification of Admission	

	 As soon as the required forms have been received the office of admissions will evaluate them.  Admis-
sion will be granted as follows:

General Admission– Students whose records indicate that they are able to pursue college work are 
granted general admission.
Admission with Special Provision– Students whose records indicate that they might have serious 
difficulty pursuing college work or who have not met all admission requirements, are granted special 
admission.

Readmission	

	 Former students who seek readmission must initially contact the office of admission.  Students who 
have been away from college for more than one semester must meet the requirements stated in the cur-
rent catalog.

Transfer Admission	

	 Students who have attended another accredited institution of collegiate rank may be considered for 
admission with advanced standing.  College credits presented by transfer students will be evaluated in 
terms of the quality of the student’s work and the relationship of the subject matter to the Dordt cur-
riculum.  A minimum grade of C- is required in each course to receive credit.  
	 Students who plan to transfer to Dordt College are encouraged to contact the registrar as soon as 
possible so that course planning may take place and optimal use of courses and credits will occur.  A maxi-
mum of 30 semester hours of credit (two semesters) may be granted for CLEP, AP, or other college level 
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courses earned prior to receiving a high school diploma.  A maximum of 61 semester hours of academic 
credit (four semesters) is granted to graduates of community colleges.  (See also the Residence Require-
ment section of the catalog.)  The registrar evaluates transfer credits.  Admission to advanced standing 
does not exempt a student from meeting the specified requirements for graduation from Dordt College.
	 After the application materials have been evaluated, students will receive notification of credits ac-
cepted, student classification, and academic status.  Student classification and academic status are as-
signed following the policies governing all students at Dordt College.

Regular General Admission     The executive director of admissions determines regular general admis-
sion for transfer students after the following items have been received:

1.	 A completed Dordt College application for admission and a non-refundable $25.00 (U.S. funds) 
application fee 

2.	 An official high school transcript
3.	 An official college transcript.  Transfer candidates must request that the registrar at each colle-

giate institution attended forward an official transcript; transcripts submitted by the candidate 
are not acceptable.  The college transcript must show a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or above for regu-
lar general admission.

4.	 ACT or SAT results

Admission with Special Provision     Students who do not meet the minimum academic requirements 
for admission may be granted admission with special provisions, if warranted by the total academic re-
cord of the student.  Special admission may require the following:

1.	 A contract approved by the Academic Skills Center director, that may include developmental 
courses or workshops

2.	 A limit of 15 credits for the first semester of attendance
Approval for and status of admission is decided by the executive director of admissions in consultation 
with the academic standing committee.

Special Students	

	 Students who do not plan to follow a prescribed course of study leading to a degree may register as 
special students for courses they wish to pursue on the basis of their qualifications.
	 Permission to register as a special student must be obtained from the registrar.

Admission of International and ESL Students	

	 An official score of 500 or higher on the paper-based TOEFL or 173 on the computer-based TOEFL 
is required for admission of all non-native English-speaking students.  Non-native English speakers who 
have lived and have been schooled in English speaking countries for seven years or more or who have 
taken either the ACT or SAT may be exempt from this requirement. With the exception of Canadians, 
all international and ESL students are required to take the Entrance Interview for International/ESL 
Students administered during International/ESL Student Orientation (ISO).  This interview serves to 
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evaluate students’ previous educational experience and to ensure their successful introduction to Dordt’s 
educational program.  The results of this interview also will determine whether or not an international/
ESL student will be required to take academic ESL courses.  For native speakers of a language other than 
English, a passing score on the Entrance Interview will meet the general admissions foreign language 
requirement (see Regular Admission) and the cross-cultural requirement (see page 54).  Students who do 
not receive a passing score on the Entrance Interview for International/ESL Students must successfully 
complete the Academic English-as-a-Second-Language courses, ESL 101 and ESL 102 during the first 
semester of attendance at Dordt to satisfy these requirements.

	 In addition to participating in the freshman orientation days at the beginning of the fall semester 
(see page 22), international/ESL students participate in the International/ESL Student Orientation (ISO), 
which takes place Thursday, August 20 through Saturday, August 22, 2009, preceding the freshman orien-
tation days.  ISO creates an opportunity for international/ESL students to experience fellowship, establish 
community, and gain successful entrance to the Dordt College community.  International/ESL students 
should plan to arrive on campus Wednesday, August 19, to move into residences and be ready to partici-
pate in ISO the next day.

Academic Support Services	

Aspire Program     The Aspire Program provides an opportunity for motivated students who have the 
potential to be successful at Dordt but who do not meet the regular admission standards to benefit from 
a Dordt education.  Inclusion in the program is determined by the executive director of admissions in 
consultation with the director of the ASK Center and is based on high school grades and courses, ACT/
SAT scores, and a personal interview.

Students admitted to the Aspire Program are offered the following aids to academic success:
•	 A limit of 15 credits in their first semester of attendance
•	 Assessments in reading and learning skills during orientation
•	 Placement in one or more college competency courses if ACT/SAT scores in English/Writing 	 	
	 and/or Mathematics are below the 18/460 required for general admission
•	 A contract outlining strategies designed to assist them in achieving academic success
•	 Tutorial assistance
•	 Academic and career counseling
•	 Weekly conferences with an academic coach, either with an ASK Center professional or each 

student’s Learning Community Assistant

Students with Special Needs     Dordt College makes available academic support for students with spe-
cial learning needs such as sensory impairments, physical and health problems, and learning disabilities.  
For more information contact the Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (CSSD).
	 Students who believe that they need academic support should notify the CSSD as soon as possible.  
Ideally, this should occur during the application process.  Accepted applicants will be asked to provide 
relevant assessment information so that appropriate academic support can be planned.  If prior assess-
ment information is not available or is more than three years old, the applicant will be encouraged to 
have such an assessment done.  This type of assessment can usually be obtained in the student’s school 
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district, at no cost, if the student is currently enrolled in a K-12 school.
	 Students who request academic accommodations after they have enrolled as students at Dordt Col-
lege will also be asked to provide assessment information that confirms the existence of the special need 
such as a learning disability.  Where such assessment information is not available, the student will be 
encouraged to have appropriate assessment performed.

Freshman Orientation	

	 The freshman orientation program introduces beginning college students to the task and calling of 
the Dordt College student through learning experiences in goal-setting, self-assessment, advising, campus 
life, learning skills and abilities, institutional expectations, available resources, and building community.  
In addition to freshman orientation days at the beginning of the fall semester, this program includes peer 
counseling and targeted academic skills support during the first semester of college.  Freshman students 
must plan to arrive on campus on Saturday, August 21, 2010, for the freshman orientation program.

Registration	

	 Registration takes place at the beginning of each semester.  Students will be sent instructions and 
appointments several weeks prior to the registration dates.
	 Registration is not completed until tuition and fees have been partially paid.  A late registration fee is 
charged if registration is not completed on the designated registration day each semester.
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Finances
Expenses	

	 The cost of attending Dordt College is kept as reasonable as possible.  Tuition covers only a part of the 
cost of education.  Each student receives the benefit of finances obtained from individual gifts, church 
offerings, and denominational ministry shares.

Tuition..........................................................................Per Semester........Per Year
Full-Time..........................................................................$10,860........ $21,720
Part-Time, per credit*.............................................................910
Overload Fee per credit over 18.5 credits per semester...... 200 
Summer tuition rate, per credit (1-6)................................... 200 
Auditing, per credit............................................................... 200
Visitor, per credit......................................................................75
		

*Students taking 8 credits or less will receive a part-time student grant of $365 per credit hour.

Room and Board
Residence hall room (semi-private)……………………………..1,585.............3,170
Apartment style residence...................................................1,995............3,990
Board—college meal plan....................................................1,420............2,840
     	

Fees
Student Activity Fee**…………………………………...................180...............360
Late registration.......................................................................25
Enrollment deposit**..................................................................................100
Application fee.............................................................................................. 25
Off-campus program administrative fee.............................. 180
Music lessons, individual**.................................................. 200
        group**........................................................................... 100
Medical insurance**

student+................................................................................................ 585
student/spouse+...............................................................................2,340
student/child+....................................................................................1,755
student/spouse/child+...................................................................... 3,510

Service charge for returned checks
U.S. checks............................................................................................20
Canadian checks...................................................................................30

**See pages 24 and 25                                    +subject to change when final rates are negotiated
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Activity Fee     Items included:  athletic events, co-curricular activities, game room, graduation fee, intra-
murals, access to student health services, movies, music rentals (tux, formals, instruments), placement fee, 
yearbook, student teaching, technology fee, transcripts, vehicle registration, recreation complex use, and 
access to the All-Seasons Center. Items excluded:  ACT testing, banquets, club-sponsored events, dances, 
financial aid fees, matriculation fee, music lessons, occupational testing, retreat, Talent Extravaganza, 
theatre arts activities, travelogues.

Enrollment Deposit     All students who register for the first time at Dordt must pay a $100 enrollment 
deposit.  This deposit serves as a declaration of intent to enroll and reserves housing.  If requested in 
writing, it is refundable until May 1. This enrollment deposit becomes the student’s security deposit 
when enrolled.  The security deposit will be refunded when the student terminates attendance at Dordt 
College if no fines have been levied, such as parking, overdue library books, room damage, and there are 
no outstanding bills such as tuition due the college.
  
Music Lessons     The following students qualify for individual lessons priced at half the normal fee:

•	 music majors who have successfully completed 54 college academic credits and passed Music 203
•	 music minors whose program requires more than four semesters of lessons and who have com-

pleted four discrete semesters of lessons. 
Half fees do not apply to group lessons or piano proficiency lessons.

Payment of Accounts     Charges for tuition, room and board, and fees are due and payable at the begin-
ning of each semester.  A finance charge of .75 percent per month (9 percent annual percentage rate, ac-
crued monthly) is charged on all unpaid accounts.  For the convenience of students and parents wishing 
to pay their college expenses in installments, a deferred payment plan is offered.
	 Accounts must be paid in full by November 9 for fall semester and April 5 for spring semester.  Stu-
dents may not validate their registration for a new academic term if their account balance is not paid in 
full.  The college will withhold diplomas, transcripts and grade reports until accounts are paid in full.

Related Expenses     When determining the amount of financial assistance necessary, Dordt College 
includes the average cost of books, travel, and personal expenses.  Depending on the student’s grade level 
and chosen major, the cost of books ranges from $300 to $910 per year.  Travel expenses vary from $400 
to $1,600, depending on the number of times the student goes home, the distance of the student’s home 
from the college, and the mode of transportation used.  Personal expenses range from $700 to $2,000, 
depending on the student’s lifestyle.

Part-Time Adult Learner Program     Dordt College has established a special financial aid program for 
the adult learner.  To be eligible for the program, students must be 25 years of age prior to the first day of 
classes and classified as a part-time student.  This program is not available to persons who have attained 
a bachelor’s degree.  The adult learner must not have taken a college course in the last 10 years. The 
Financial Aid for Part-Time Students/Adult Learner Students Form must be completed.
	 Students eligible to participate in the Adult Learner Program receive their first course at no cost.  Per 
credit charges for subsequent classes are at the regular part-time student rate with the applicable part-
time learner grant if taking 8 credits or less per semester.  Adult learners may also be eligible for state or 
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federal loans and financial aid.
      Students should consult admissions to determine their eligibility for the program and the registrar 
for evaluation of transfer credit.

Student Medical Insurance     A hospital/medical insurance policy is available to all full-time students.  
Premiums, listed above, cover the 12-month period from August 20 to August 19.  Plans are also available 
for married couples and families.  If a student does not wish to participate in the plan, proof of alternate 
insurance coverage is required.  All international students, except those from Canada, are required to 
purchase medical insurance.  Additional information is available from the student services office.

Refund/Repayment Policy     If a student completely terminates enrollment (i.e., cancels his/her regis-
tration, withdraws, or is dismissed) during the semester, the student’s refundable charges and financial 
aid will be prorated if he/she has been enrolled for less than or equal to 60 percent of the semester.  If a 
student has been enrolled for more than 60 percent of the semester, he/she is not eligible for a reduction 
in charges.  The following costs are refundable by the terms of this policy: tuition, room, board, and 
student activity fee.  All other charges are nonrefundable.
	 The withdrawal date is the later of (1) the date the student begins the withdrawal process by providing 
official notification (oral or written) of the intent to withdraw; or (2) the student’s last date of attendance 
at an academically related activity.  A student who wishes to withdraw must contact the office of student 
services to initiate and complete the appropriate paperwork.
	 The percentage of the semester completed is calculated by dividing the number of days enrolled by the 
number of calendar days in the semester, including weekends and holidays, but excluding breaks of five 
or more consecutive days.  For example, if there are 107 calendar days in a semester and a student’s with-
drawal date is on the 50th day, his/her refundable charges and financial aid will be prorated to reflect 
that he/she has been enrolled for 46.7 percent of the semester (50 days divided by 107 days).  

Recipients of Federal Title IV Financial Aid     If the withdrawing student is a recipient of Federal 
Title IV financial aid, the amount of Title IV assistance the student earned must be compared with the 
amount disbursed.
	 The amount of Title IV assistance earned is calculated as follows:  Percentage of Title IV financial aid 
earned (percentage of semester completed) times amount of Title IV aid disbursed (or that could have 
been disbursed) as of the withdrawal date equals amount of Title IV funds earned.
	 If the withdrawing student received less Title IV financial aid than the amount earned, the college 
will make a post-withdrawal disbursement as specified by the Department of Education.
	 If the withdrawing student received more Title IV financial aid than the amount earned, the college, 
or the student, or both, must return the unearned funds, as required, in the following order: Unsubsi-
dized Stafford Loan, Subsidized Stafford Loan, Perkins Loan, PLUS Loan, Pell Grant, SEOG Grant, and 
LEAP funds.
	 If the student is required to return federal grant funds, he/she will have 45 days from the date of no-
tification to pay the amount in full or to make satisfactory arrangements for repayment with the college 
or the Department of Education.  Failure to repay or make arrangements within this time will result in 
a loss of eligibility for all federal aid for attendance at any college until amount is paid in full.
	 A copy of worksheets showing details of the required treatment of Title IV funds when a student 
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withdraws and examples of the application of this withdrawal refund/repayment policy are available 
upon request.

Financial Aid	
 
	 In addition to the extensive scholarship program that is based on superior academic potential and 
performance, Dordt College has a complete program of financial assistance for students demonstrating 
financial need.  Types of financial assistance available include grants, loans, work, and other special pro-
grams outlined below.
	 At Dordt, 98 percent of the student body receives some type of financial aid.  Regardless of your 
income, the only way to know if you qualify is to apply.  Financial aid applications may be obtained by 
writing or calling the financial aid office.
	 All United States citizens who wish to apply for financial aid must submit the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as well as the Dordt College Supplemental Data Form.  Other supplemen-
tary information may be requested of the student through additional forms.  All Canadian citizens who 
wish to apply for financial aid must submit the Canadian Financial Aid Form from Dordt College.  All 
necessary forms may be obtained by writing or calling the financial aid office at Dordt College.

Dordt College Grants     Dordt College makes grants available to students in the following groups.  
In most cases, no financial aid application is necessary.

Alumni Grant     This grant is available to students attending full time whose mother and/or father 
are alumni (attended Dordt the equivalent of at least two semesters full time).

Canadian Grant     Dordt College provides a grant to Canadian students in an effort to make Dordt 
more affordable.  For all other expenses (books, personal spending, etc.) students may exchange 
money through the business office at the current bank exchange rate.

Distance Grant    All full-time students who are not from Iowa are eligible for this grant that is based 
on the student’s state of permanent residence.  Two semesters of continuous local residence will 
change the distance grant status unless the student regularly returns to his or her former residence 
for summer employment or continues to be legally dependent on his or her parents.

Institutional Grant    All full-time students who are members of supporting churches and denomina-
tions or who are graduates of Christian high schools receive this annual grant.

International Tuition Grant     Students from countries other than the United States and Canada 
may be eligible to receive this grant from Dordt College to help defray costs.  Students whose parents 
are foreign missionaries also may be eligible.  The “Foreign Student Financial Aid Application” must 
be completed in order to determine need and be considered for this grant.
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Grants

Federal Pell Grant     The Federal Pell Grant Program makes funds available to the most needy stu-
dents.  Grants range from $976 to $5,350 and application is made by completing the FAFSA.  This 
program is available to United States citizens.

Academic Competitiveness Grant    Students who are Pell eligible and have taken a rigorous program 
of high school preparation may qualify for an AC grant for their freshman and/or sophomore year.

Smart Grant     Students who are Pell eligible and have certain mathematics/science majors may be 
eligible for a SMART grant in their junior and/or senior year if they have a 3.00 GPA or better.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant     The purpose of this program is to pro-
vide non-repayable grants to students who, because of exceptional financial need on the part of their 
family, would be unable to attend college without such assistance.  Students who are citizens of the 
United States are eligible.  Grants will range from $200 to $4,000 per year.  

Heritage 21 Grant     This grant is provided by the college to all students, regardless of citizenship, 
who have financial need that cannot be met with other grant programs.  Grants range from $200 to 
$5,000 per year.

Century Need-Based Scholarship     This aid is a combination grant/scholarship program.  Two 
criteria must be met: good grades and financial need.  This scholarship ranges from $200 to $2,000.  
Because of limited funds under this program the money will be disbursed very selectively.  Not every 
good student with high need will receive these funds.

Loans

Perkins Loan     This program provides long-term loans to students who are citizens of the United 
States.  Applicants must show financial need to be eligible.  No interest is charged on the loan while 
the student is in college.  The loan may be repaid over a period of ten years with a minimum repay-
ment of $40 per month required.  Interest is at the rate of 5 percent per year.  Repayment may be 
deferred for as long as a borrower is serving in the Armed Forces, with the Peace Corps, or VISTA.  
Repayment is also deferred for as long as a borrower is enrolled at an institution of higher education 
and is carrying at least a half-time course load.

Heritage 21 Loan     This loan is provided by the college to all students with need, regardless of citi-
zenship.  No interest is charged while the student is enrolled as a full-time student at Dordt College or 
at another recognized college or university.  Interest and principal payments will begin four months 
after the last month of attendance at Dordt or at another recognized college or university, with a maxi-
mum deferment of five years allowed for attendance at another institution.  Interest rates on funds 
borrowed will vary according to the number of years of study completed at Dordt.  For a student who 
has completed four years of study the interest will be three percent; three years, four percent; two 
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years, five percent; and one year, seven percent. All loans must be repaid within ten years from the 
time of the last month of attendance as described above.  Minimum payments will be $50 per month 
and will be payable to the business office at Dordt College.

Federal Stafford Loan     This subsidized loan is available to students who demonstrate financial 
need and are United States citizens.  A freshman may borrow up to $3,500 per year.  A sophomore 
may borrow up to $4,500 per year.  A junior or senior may borrow up to $5,500 per year.  Repayment 
of a Federal Stafford Loan begins six months after leaving school.  Until repayment begins, no inter-
est is charged on the loan.  For loans disbursed on or after July 1, 2008, the Stafford Loan rate will 
be a fixed rate of 6.80% or less. The repayment period may be as long as ten years, but a monthly 
payment of $50 is usually required.  Dordt has a preferred lender list through which most students 
receive their Stafford funds.  The financial aid office knows these banks work well with Electronic 
Funds Transfer (EFT).  With EFT, funds are disbursed to the college within approximately two weeks 
of applying for the Stafford Loan.  Students are not required to use the college’s preferred list.  We 
will work with any lender the student chooses.

Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loan     This loan is similar in most ways to the Federal Stafford Loan 
(see above paragraph).  However, there are two main differences.  First, while the government pays the 
interest on the Federal Stafford Loan during the in-school period, the student must pay the interest 
on the Federal Unsubsidized Stafford.  Second, the Federal Unsubsidized Stafford is not need-based; 
anyone eligible for U.S. aid may qualify.

Federal PLUS and Additional Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loan     The PLUS loan program 
allows parents of dependent students to apply for as much as the difference between the cost of at-
tendance and a student’s financial aid.  Independent students may apply for an additional Federal Un-
subsidized Stafford.  Neither loan is need-based, and applications may be obtained from the financial 
aid office.  However, these loans should be used only after all other resources have been considered 
since interest begins 60 days after the money is disbursed.

Private/Alternative Loans     Students who find they still need additional financial aid after other aid 
has been applied, or students whose families do not demonstrate need, may find an alternative loan 
a viable option.  There are many private loans available with terms and conditions varying.  Most do 
require proof of credit worthiness.  You may wish to contact your local lender to see if they participate 
in a private or alternative loan program.  

Canada Student Loan     The provincial governments have loan programs that may be used by Dordt 
students.  Information and application forms may be secured through your high school or local bank 
or by writing to the department of education of your home province. (See following page)
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ALBERTA
Students Finance 
P.O. Box 28000, Station Main
Edmonton, Alberta   T5J 4R4
Telephone: (780) 427-3722 or (800) 222-6485
Fax:  (780) 422-4516
http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca/studentsfinance/main.asp

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Ministry of Advanced Education 
Student Services Branch
P.O. Box 9180, Stn Prov. Gov’t
Victoria, British Columbia    V8W 9H9
Telephone: (250) 387-6100 or (800) 561-1818
Fax:  (250) 356-9455
http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/studentaidbc/welcome.htm
   
MANITOBA
Student Financial Assistance 
401-1181 Portage Ave.
Winnipeg, Manitoba   R3G 0T3
Telephone: (204) 945-6321 or  (800) 204-1685
Fax: (204) 948-3421
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/ 

NEW BRUNSWICK
Department of Education 
Student Financial Services
548 York Street
Fredericton, New Brunswick   E3B 3R2
Telephone:  (800) 667-5626
Fax:  (506) 444-4333
http://www.studentaid.gnb.ca

NEWFOUNDLAND
Student Financial Services Division
Department of Education
P.O. Box 8700
St. John’s, Newfoundland   A1B 4J6
Telephone:   (709) 729-5849 or (888) 657-0800 
Fax:  (709) 729-2298
http://www.edu.gov.nf.ca/studentaid

NOVA SCOTIA
Department of Education
Student Assistance Office
P.O. Box 2290, Halifax Central
Halifax, Nova Scotia   B3J 3C8
Telephone:  (902) 424-8420 or (800) 565-8420 (only in N.S.)
Fax:  (902) 424-0540
http://studentloans.ednet.ns.ca/

ONTARIO
Student Support Branch
Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities
P.O. Box 4500, 189 Red River Road, 4th Floor
Thunder Bay, Ontario   P7B 6G9
Telephone:  (807) 343-7260
Fax: (807) 343-7278
 http://osap.gov.on.ca

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Ministry of Education Skills and Training
2nd Floor, Sullivan Building, 
P.O. Box 2000, 16 Fitzroy St.
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island   C1A 7N8
Telephone:  (902) 368-4600
Fax:  (902) 368-4663
http://www.gov.pe.ca/educ

QUEBEC
Direction générale de l’aide financiére aux étudiants
Ministére de l’éducation
1035 rue de lal Chevrotiére
22iéme étage, Édifice Marie-Guyart
Québec (Québec)   G1R 5A5
Telephone:  (418) 646-4505
http://www.afe.gov.qc.ca

SASKATCHEWAN
Student Financial Assistance Branch
Saskatchewan Adv. Education & Employment
Box 650, 4635 Wascana Parkway
Regina, Saskatchewan   S4P 3A3
Telephone:   (800) 597-8278 or (306) 787-5620
Fax: (306) 787-1608
http://www.aee.gov.sk.ca/student-loans
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Student Employment

College Work-Study Program     Dordt College participates in the Work-Study Program that creates 
part-time job opportunities for students with financial need.  These jobs average seven hours per 
week.  Students qualify for participation in the Work-Study Program if they are: 1) United States 
citizens  2) Able to meet job qualifications  3) In need of financial aid  4) Capable of doing good 
academic work in college  5) Accepted for admission as full-time students in good standing.  Students 
with required skills and experiences may qualify for jobs in the following fields: clerical assistant, 
library assistant, typist, custodial work, instructional assistant, kitchen help, agricultural help, and 
miscellaneous other campus positions.  Applications are due July 1.

Work for Institution Program     The college provides employment for students who may not qualify 
for the federal Work-Study Program and yet need employment to assist them to pay for college ex-
penses.  Application forms must be completed by July 1.

Special Programs

Veterans’ Education Benefits     Dordt College is approved to offer education to students who are 
eligible for benefits under the terms of the Veterans’ Readjustment Act (Public Law 90-77) or under 
the War Orphans Bill (Public Law 634).  Eligible students should write to their regional Veterans’ 
Administration Office to obtain the application information.

Vocational Rehabilitation Benefits     Students who, by reason of physical disabilities, are eligible 
for benefits under vocational rehabilitation programs should write to the Division of Rehabilitation 
Education and Service in their state.

State of Iowa Tuition Grant Program     The Iowa Legislature has established a state tuition grant 
program for the benefit of Iowa residents attending private colleges within the state.  These grants 
are based on financial need and may be used only for educational expenses.  (Application is made by 
filing the FAFSA.)

Scholarship and Loan Programs–Other States     Several states have scholarships or loan programs 
that may be used at Dordt College.  Information on such programs may be obtained from high school 
counselors.

Eligibility for Financial Aid	

	 All freshmen and transfer students who are admitted to Dordt College in good academic standing 
are eligible for financial aid.  Continued eligibility for financial aid is dependent upon both good aca-
demic standing and satisfactory progress toward graduation.  Eligibility is monitored at the end of  each 
semester.  If either good academic standing or satisfactory progress toward graduation is not attained, a 
student will be limited to one more semester of financial aid.  However, a student who receives less than 
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a 1.00 GPA in any given semester is subject to suspension and will not necessarily be eligible for one more 
semester of financial aid.  
	 Likewise, students who are admitted on academic probation, including students readmitted after a 
period of academic suspension, will be limited to one semester of financial aid.  Students so limited may 
receive additional semesters of financial aid if they make satisfactory progress toward graduation and 
meet a minimum semester grade point average specified by the financial aid office.

Academic Standing     A student is expected to maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.00 to 
graduate.  Students needing extra assistance in the form of individual tutors, study skills, time manage-
ment, etc. should contact the staff of the Academic Skills Center, located in the lower level of the library.  
Students will be notified when they are not meeting the graduation minimum and will be expected to 
seek the necessary assistance.  Academic standing is determined by the following:  

	 ACADEMIC 	 ACADEMIC	 ACADEMIC
	 ALERT	 PROBATION	 SUSPENSION
Total Credits	 Cumulative GPA 	 Cumulative GPA	 Cumulative GPA
Earned	 is below	 is below	 is below
0 to 24	 2.0	 1.6	 1.0
24 to 54	 2.0	 1.8	 1.4
54 to 84	 -	 2.0	 1.6
84 or more	 -	 2.0	 1.8 

For a description of the various academic standings shown above, see the Academic Policies section
of the catalog (pages 72-74).

Satisfactory Progress     Federal regulations require that students maintain satisfactory progress in 
order to continue to receive financial aid.  Dordt College also requires satisfactory progress for all institu-
tionally controlled financial aid.  Poor grades can impinge on a student’s financial resources.

Satisfactory progress toward graduation is defined in terms of successfully completing 12 credits (ex-
cluding repeated courses) or 70 percent of the credits for which a student is enrolled in a given semester.  
The minimum percentage of successful completion is calculated by dividing the number of successfully 
completed hours (i.e., those with a grade of A, B, C, D, or P) by the sum of cumulative hours enrolled (in-
cluding those courses with WP, WF, or F grades and late grades) and multiplying that number by 100. 

Students receiving financial aid must complete their program within the equivalent of six years of 
full-time enrollment.  If a student transfers to Dordt and has transfer hours applied to a program he or 
she plans to complete at Dordt, progress will be monitored from the point he or she begins at Dordt.  For 
example, assume a student has 62 hours transferred to Dordt.  He or she must still earn 70 percent of 
each semester’s earned hours to continue to be eligible for federal and state aid.  If the student were en-
rolling full-time (at least 12 hours), this would indicate that the student must complete his or her degree 
within 2½ years. 

If a student loses financial aid eligibility due to consecutive semesters of not making satisfactory 
progress, the financial aid office will notify the student in writing of the specific procedures and mini-
mum requirements necessary for reinstatement of his or her financial aid for the next semester.  In some 
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instances a student (if allowed to remain in school by the academic standing committee) will receive no 
financial aid for a semester until grades can prove that once again the student is making satisfactory 
academic progress.  There may also be a situation where a student is in good academic standing or on 
academic probation, but will not meet the criteria for financial aid (e.g., a student who received three As 
and two Fs will not meet the 70 percent completion requirement even with a cumulative GPA of 2.40 
and being considered in good academic standing).

Students may appeal the loss of financial aid to the director of financial aid when there are special 
circumstances such as illness or death in the family.  The director may grant the appeal after consultation 
with at least two other staff members from the admissions, student services, or academic offices.  Stu-
dents should be aware that only truly extraordinary circumstances would be considered.  Appeal requests 
must be in writing and must include a statement from a member of the admissions, student services or 
academic office or a faculty advisor.  The written appeal documents will be kept in the student’s financial 
aid file.  Should an appeal be granted, the student will be allowed to continue with financial aid for the 
semester, but will remain in a probation category.

Scholarships
 
	 The scholarships listed will be awarded for the 2010-11 academic year.  Scholarships are awarded only 
to full-time students.  One-half of the award will be paid each semester.
	 Scholarship information and application forms can be obtained by writing to the Scholarships Coor-
dinator, Dordt College, 498 4th Ave NE, Sioux Center, Iowa  51250-1697.
	 The application deadline for all incoming freshman scholarships is January 15, 2010, unless stated 
otherwise.  February 15, 2010, is the application deadline for all sophomore, junior, and senior scholar-
ships, unless stated otherwise.

Scholarships for Freshman Students

Dordt College Scholarships 

Distinguished Scholar Awards     Distinguished Scholar Awards are given to twelve incoming freshman stu-
dents.  These $11,000 academic scholarships may replace a previously awarded Presidential Scholarship.  To be 
considered for this award, a student must have a minimum cumulative grade point average  (GPA) of 3.75 and 
a minimum ACT composite score of 30 or minimum SAT score of 1330.  Eligible students will be invited to 
a selected Dordt College Distinguished Scholar Day in February during which a variety of activities related to 
academic interests will be presented.  A written response to an essay question will be a required activity that day.  
Students who find it difficult to schedule this visit may write the essay under the supervision of their high school 
guidance counselor.  Dordt College admissions counselors can answer specific questions about Distinguished 
Scholar Awards that are renewable for an additional three consecutive years, provided the recipient maintains 
a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.50.  Application deadline is January 15.  

Dordt College Academic Scholarships     These scholarships are awarded on the basis of the applicant’s
cumulative grade point average, ACT or SAT scores, extra-curricular involvement and leadership contributions.  
Minimum requirements for these scholarships are a 3.00 cumulative grade point average and a 21 ACT or 
980 SAT score.  Dollar amounts awarded range from $1500 to $7500 and will be named Dordt College Hon-
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Telephone Directory
All correspondence may be addressed to:
Dordt College
498 Fourth Ave. NE
Sioux Center, Iowa  51250-1606
Telephone:  712-722-6000

For specific information contact:
Office of the President.......................722-6002........General policies and interests of the college
Office of Admissions.........................722-6080........Admissions, catalogs, application forms
Office of Business Affairs..................722-6010.........Payment of accounts, general business matters
Office of College Advancement........722-6020.........Alumni relations, church relations, development, grants,
		  news bureau, publications, public relations
Dean of Chapel..................................722-6079.........Pastoral counseling, spiritual activities
Office of Financial Aid......................722-6087.........Scholarships, grants, loans, work-study
Office of Human Resources..............722-6011.........Hiring, benefits, government compliance, immigration
Office of the Provost..........................722-6333.........Academic matters, curriculum, and instruction 
Office of the Registrar.......................722-6030.........Student records, GPA
Office of Student Services.................722-6070.........Housing, personal counseling, career services, placement services,
	 health and welfare of students, student organizations
Campus Health Services...................722-6990.........Student health issues, immunizations

Department Chairpersons
Academic Skills Center................................................P. De Jong...................................................................................722-6488
Agriculture....................................................................C. Goedhart.............................................................................. 722-6276
Art	.................................................................................J. Van Wyk..................................................................................722-6201
Biology...........................................................................T. Jelsma..................................................................................... 722-6278
Business Administration.............................................A. Attema.................................................................................. 722-6353
Chemistry.....................................................................E. Geels......................................................................................722-6284
Communication...........................................................C. Veenstra................................................................................ 722-6257
Computer Science/Mathematics................................D. De Jong................................................................................. 722-6297
Education......................................................................D. Vander Plaats/T. Van Soelen.............................722-6331/722-6228
Engineering..................................................................E. Brue.......................................................................................722-6034
English...........................................................................B. De Smith............................................................................... 722-6296
Environmental Studies................................................R. De Haan................................................................................722-6220
Foreign Language.........................................................S. Woodbury..............................................................................722-6260
Health/Physical Education/Recreation....................C. Stiemsma..............................................................................722-6309
History...........................................................................P. Fessler.....................................................................................722-6254
Music.............................................................................K. De Mol.................................................................................. 722-6205
Nursing..........................................................................P. Hulstein.................................................................................722-6689
Philosophy.....................................................................M. Tazelaar.................................................................................722-6366
Physics/Astronomy.......................................................J. Zwart.......................................................................................722-6288
Psychology.....................................................................N. Sandbulte..............................................................................722-6363
Social Justice Studies...................................................D. King........................................................................................722-6371
Social Work Program...................................................A. Jansen....................................................................................722-6365
Theatre Arts..................................................................T. Ter Haar................................................................................. 722-6207
Theology........................................................................W. Kobes.................................................................................... 722-6332


