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Appendix A
Pre-test
1. always 21. made
2. around 22. many
3. because 23. off
4. been 24. or
S. before 25. pull
6. best 26. read
7. both 27. right
8. buy 28. sing
9. call 29. sit
10. cold 30. sleep
11. does 31. tell
12. don’t 32. their
13. fast 33. these
14. first 34. those
15. five 35. upon
16. found 36. us
17. gave 37. use
18. goes 38. very
19. green 39. wash

20. its 40. which
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Appendix B

Sample Lesson Plan

Short vowel sounds: a, e, and i Time: 30 minutes

Objectives: The student will be able to

discriminate between short a, e, and i sounds by listening to words that contain these
sounds.
identify and sort words that contain the short a, e, and i sounds.

draw pictures of words containing the short a, e, and i sounds.

Teaching Activities:
A.

Materials:

1. list of words containing short a, e, and i sounds

2. worksheets

3. sets of vowel cards

4. drawing paper

Introductory Activity:

Review the alphabet by singing it aloud. Pick out the vowels and write them in big
letters on the chalk board. Say them aloud together. Explain that these letters are very

important letters that make different sounds.

. Content:

1. Write the words apple, ax, and acrobat on the board. Say the words aloud and ask
what the beginning sound in these words is.

2. Write the words can, bat, and fan on the board and say these words aloud. Ask if
students can hear the same ‘a’ sound as in apple, ax, and acrobat.

3. Explain that short ‘a’ is one of the sounds the vowel ‘a’ makes.

4. Repeat 1-3 substituting words with short € and i sounds.

5. Hand out a set of vowel cards to each student (only a, e and i vowels). Read the
word list containing words that have the short a, €, or i sounds. Ask students to listen
carefully to each word and raise the vowel card that represents the word, eg) for the

word pet, students would raise the ‘e’ vowel card.



16

6. Hand out worksheet that contains three columns, one for short a, one for short e

and one for short i. At the bottom of the page put a mix of approximately twelve

words containing these sounds. Instruct students to sort the words and write them in

the proper columns. (See Appendix C).

7. If there is time remaining ask students to divide a piece of drawing paper into three

sections with a pencil and ruler. In one section have them draw pictures of words with

the short ‘a’ sound, in another short ‘e¢” sound and in another short ‘i’ sound.
Evaluation:

1. Teacher will check for understanding during activity number 5.

2. Teacher will grade worksheets and check drawings for accuracy.
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Worksheet
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Short ‘a’ Short ‘e’ Short 1’
A beS[ ‘5\‘&
p
rap Sanq
WY
W\ ‘
trick 5606 pill

with



Appendix D
Sample of Weekly Test

In the following list of words, circle those that have a_short vowel sound:

cat egg stop
plant ship rose
game brick shut
pet bike lump
keep joke use

In the following list of words, circle those that have a long vowel sound:

maze sell bone
ham bike crop
late size cute

free king stuck
best clock cube

Colour the pictures that have a short vowel sound:

J
D
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Appendix E

Survey
Colour the face that best answers the question.

1. Computers make work fun.

© © O

2. Ilearn a lot on a computer.

© O O

3. 1 would rather not use a computer.

© © O

4. Computers make me feel:

© © G

5. 1 use a computer at home.

© G

19



[o—
.

- I

[ S e e T T T S e R el
S O 00 N O AW N = O

hat
elf
him
job
block
run
stuck
grill
€gg

. help

. bread

. which
. clock

. one

. cake

. trunk

. fruit

. leap

. peach

. trade

Appendi
Unit T
21
22

23.
24.
25,
26.
27,
28.
29.
30.
31,
32.
35
34.
33.
36.
Bl
38.
39.
40.
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x F
est

. bath

. desk
brick
match
poke
fence
long
flop
trust
mole
rain
toad
three
mine
moon
dance
cool
sheep
vote

duke
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Appendix G

Sioux Center Christian School

630 1st Ave. S.E.
Sioux Center, [A 51250
(712) 722-0777

January 8, 1996
Dear Mr. and Mrs.

[ am currently working toward my masters degree at Dordt College. As part of the
program | will be conducting an action research project in my classroom using your
children as participants in the study. The following information is provided for you to
decide whether or not you would like your child to participate. You are free to withdraw
your child at anytime.

Your child will be involved in an experiment which will help us determine whether
or not it is advantageous to use computer software to practice skills in reading. For the
sake of the study, some students will continue to practice using the traditional method of
worksheets. Others will practice using a computer software program. Using the
information from the study, our school will be able to know what direction we need to take
in planning a better reading curriculum.

Your child’s participation is strictly voluntary. Your child’s name will not in any
way be associated with the research findings. The information will be identified with a
code number.

If you would like additional information concerning this study, feel free to contact
me. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Wilma Kooistra
(712) 722-0806

Signature of parent or legal guardian
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Table 1

Comparison of Performance by Students in Traditional Practice Group Versus Computer

Practice Group
Tests Subjects X SD t-score Significance
Pre-Test TPG-10  34.7 8.757 0.67 512 (NS)
CPG - 10 36.8 4.686
Post-Test TPG - 10 37.9 2.283 0.36 720 (NS)
CPG - 10 38.3 2.627
Test 1 TPG - 10 27.2 4.756 0.99 333 (NS)
CPG - 10 28.8 1.814
! Test 2 TPG - 10 18.1 1.969 0.24 817 (NS)
‘ CPG-10  18.3 1.829
Test 3 TPG - 10 14.6 2.633 0.7 496 (NS)
CPG- 10 155 3.136

Note. CPG = Computer Practice Group. TPG = Traditional Practice Group.
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Table 2

Comparison of Attitude by Students in Traditional Practice Group Versus Computer

Practice Group

Subjects X SD t-score Significance
TPG - 10 S 1.247 1.03 0.317
CPG- 10 5.9 2.47

Note. TPG= Traditional Practice Group. CPG= Computer Practice Group.
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Department of Education
Dordt College
Sioux Center, lowa

Name: Wilma Kooistra Date of Birth: Nov. 17, 1971

Local Address: 4163 Hickory Avenue, Sioux Center, lowa, 51250

Home Address:_same as above

Dordt College, 1989-1993, Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education



